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English 1101
In-class free writing exercise:  Looping
I start by giving them a topic related to our reading for the day.  I have them free write for 10 minutes about the topic.  Then, they re-read what they’ve written and pull-out the most striking image or sentence.  

The sentence they pulled out from the first piece of writing now serves as the new focus of the second free write.  The students, now, write again for 5 or 10 minutes about the new image.  

This cycle continues until they have gotten down to the barest, most essential details.  

While it is certainly not the most original idea, nor the most fun, it’s the one in-class activity that nearly every student has told me they use when they are working on actual drafts of papers.   It causes them to focus on the details and what their intentions are for the piece of writing.
