Essay #3:  The Research Paper

Along with your own journals, you’ve submitted two essays of literary analysis: one in which you translated a poem’s meaning, another in which you explained a story’s theme.  These assignments required evidence, a clear, specific thesis, organization, focus, and, above all, a very close reading of the text at hand.  Your third and final assignment requires just a bit more:

For this paper I challenge you to select one work and make an argument about how a single literary device reinforces its overall meaning.  Everything we’ve read has a theme (underlying message), symbols (images/objects that represent something grander), characters (fictive people whose attributes stand for an overall human truth), allusions, epiphanies, etc.  Whereas I once asked you to prove a story’s theme, I now want you to choose one of these devices and, using evidence, explain how the author utilizes it to strengthen his/her work’s meaning.

Examples of possible topics:

The grandmother/Misfit as symbolic figures in “A Good Man is Hard to Find”

The motif of blindness in “Cathedral”

The significance of the fur in “Miss Brill”

Louise Mallard as a symbol in “The Story of an Hour”

The fire as a symbol in “The Road”

Childhood v. adulthood in “The Road”

Glass as a symbol in “The Glass Menagerie”

The motif of escape in “The Glass Menagerie”

Modern times v. old times in various stories

Childhood v. adulthood in “A&P”

The role of nature in “The Story of an Hour”

Et al.   

This assignment is quite similar to essays #1 and #2, but in this case, your argument must be backed up by evidence from three outside sources—that is, peer-reviewed, “scholarly” journals or books. 

Length: 4-6 pages

1st draft due: 4/28*  

Final draft due: 5/7 no later than 5:00 p.m. in my office (209 Lanier)** 

*Students who fail to bring a hardcopy of their first draft for in-class critiques will suffer a ten-point grade deduction.

**Along with your final draft, you’ll also need to turn in a correctly formatted works cited page.

