Essay #4: The Exemplification 

Like all of the papers you’ve composed in English 1101, the success of the exemplification relies heavily on your adherence to writing’s six fundamentals.  In the personal essay, you learned what it means to write with a purpose- and focus-driven narrative voice, which offered me a glimpse into one of your life’s formative moments.  In the argumentation and research papers, you established tightly focused purpose statements and organized evidence to prove that your opinion was correct.  In all three essays, you wrote in your own natural, emotionally involved voice, and you avoided vagueness like the plague.

For this paper, I’m asking you to choose a single abstract emotion or concept and—using three of four detailed and specific anecdotal examples from your life—illustrate what that emotion or concept means to you.  That is, we all have different notions of “love” and “hate” and “family.”  In this paper, it’s your job to give me a concrete idea what a term means to you and why.  

Because this is a personal essay, you do not need a thesis statement per se, but, as ever, your intro paragraph should include a statement of purpose and offer an accurate preview of the examples that are to come.  The body of your essay will be comprised of three of four short-but-effective mini-narratives that define/illustrate what your term means to you.  The conclusion should not simply re-state the ideas outlined in the paper’s body, but should instead offer a unified definition of the emotion/concept in question. 

Some sample topics: 

Love, Hate, Friendship, Sadness, Happiness, Family, Anger, Revenge, Faith, Lust, Fear, Pleasure, Health, Pain, Depression, Hope, Relief, Recovery, Freedom, Order, Pride, Courage, Romance, Exclusion, Justice, Guilt, Remorse, Shame, Success, Stress, Ennui, Apathy, Compassion, Fulfillment, Honesty, Autonomy, Anguish, Bliss, Loneliness, Heartbreak, Jealousy—and the list goes on and on into infinity.

Remember: if all of this seems too broad, you can focus in on your first semester of college.  What has been the most dominant emotion you’ve experienced since moving to Milledgeville?  Talk about three of four times when this emotion cropped up most noticeably.

Last but not least: this is a personal essay, and one in which I’m asking you to narrate three or four of your own life experiences.  Dig deep and enjoy this assignment; you might just find that, in writing carefully and thoughtfully about your life, you can learn a lot about yourself and your opinions. 
3-4 pages; no outside sources

1st draft due 11/19; final draft due 12/3

