Shawnsey Rudolph
Presentations Criteria
General:  The presentation should be about 3-6 minutes long.  In your presentation you should name the song you picked and tell why it is poetry.  Your chief aim should be directed at picking out poetic elements in the song (metaphor, simile, rhyme, etc.).  You should also have a question for the class.  You should also find a criterion that this song meets that relates to how you define poetry.  
The specific: You must hand in a typed half a page, page explanation of the poetic elements within the song.  Basically, what you cover in your presentation.  The page should be in Times New Roman and double spaced.

The more specific: If you miss your sign up time, you can only get half credit for the assignment.  Have your song on a CD or bring the song in on your laptop (if you have one) or Youtube it. 
Essay #1 Draft
Your assignment is to define poetry for yourself, not for anyone else.  Use poems in the book, poems we’ve read in class, poems you’ve read in class to find your definition.  You can also use the writings by Dove, Gluck, and others who argue about what a poem is, limitations of form, etc.

Also think in terms of what speaks to you, why should poetry even matter?  Remember the things you would rather do than read poetry?  These things speak to how you value poetry as less than or greater than sleep or pizza, etc.  Explain why these things are more important.
You don’t have to cover all of these things, but they work as good brainstorming activities.  They’re a great place to start.   
Always remember when writing an essay: Thesis, risk (the importance of your particular opinion), and why, why, why.

Do the best you can and have questions ready during conferences.
