Essay #2: Arguing the Theme
We’ve now read and discussed six short stories.  While they differ in style and subject matter, all of them possess a common element: they relate something bigger and more universal than meets the eye.  Sure, “A Good Man is Hard to Find” might seem like a story about a crabby old grandmother who talks too much and gets shot to death, but isn’t there more to it than that?  “A & P” might appear like no more than a tale of a kid getting canned for trying to impress some babes, but isn’t there something grander going on?  There is indeed.  We call this “big picture” message the narrative’s theme.

For your second essay, I challenge you to choose one story, identify its theme and, citing evidence from the text, prove why you’re right.  
To accomplish this, you’ll need to do the following:

1-Establish a specific thesis.  This statement, which can be more than a single sentence, should give me a concise preview of the points you’ll make in the body of your essay.  Think of it like this:

Good thesis: This story, which is about ________, is saying __________, because _________, _________, ________, and ___________.
Bad thesis: This story is about love.

2-Prove your theme with evidence.  Every sentence of a great short story somehow furthers its meaning.  Thus, you should be able to find at least three lines/sections that backup the overall theme for which you’re arguing.
Tip: Analyze your story in the order in which it’s written.  If you allow the author’s organization to be your organization, you’ll be less likely to write about something from the middle, then skip to the end, then go back the middle again, etc.    
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