Essay #1: Close Reading (15%)



Due: Monday 2/15
Rachel Marsom’s 1102
Objective:  To perform a close reading on a poem or short story passage.
Assignment:  I’d like you to think of a close reading almost as a translation. Choose a poem or passage from a short story that we’ve read in class together for this assignment.  Analyze your selection by looking for patterns and disruptions in the text, noting ambiguities, considering the author’s alternatives, asking questions, and ultimately answering those questions—providing insights into the work and uncovering the meaning behind the words. 
Students will:

· Follow the proper format for an essay when developing your writing.
· Your essay should be driven by a thesis that argues the work's meaning and logically organizes your close reading of the text: unpack the tension and conflict, connotation and diction, idea and theme.

· Support the thesis in the proper order using topic sentences and quotes to back up the parts you are analyzing. 
· Decide how to present the most relevant parts in a logical manner.

· Examine either line by line or sentence by sentence (depending on if you’ve chosen a poem or short story passage), specifically focusing on figurative language, diction, connotation, symbol, structure, point of view, character, etc.  Remember though that your primary focus should be on the language of the text you are writing about.
Your essay should include the following:

· Introduction: Explain briefly why a close reading of your subject might be of interest.  Provide a brief outline of what most people know about your subject.  Explain why your close reading is important.  Provide a fact about the subject you are analyzing that will surprise your readers.  Provide a clear “arguable” thesis that sets up the rest of the paper.
· Body: 
· Make sure that you break down the text in a logical fashion—line by line. 
· Identify the most important pieces of information (words that stand out, strong verbs, etc). and give less time to less important parts.
· Provide examples and direct quotes from the poem/story to support your thesis.
· Conclusion: This is where you review the major parts or aspects of your subject, explaining the following: What are the implications behind your “translation”? How does this close reading lead to a higher understanding of the work as a whole? 
· Point of View: In this sort of paper, the use of “I”, personal narrative, and research is unacceptable.  If you have questions about this, email me at rachel.marsom@gcsu.edu.

· Grammar: Follow the rules of proper English.
Length: 3-5 typed double-spaced pages.  (Times New Roman 12 Pt. Font, 1” margins).  You will lose one letter grade for each missing page, in addition to losing points for failing to adhere to the stipulations of the assignment (i.e. you are lacking in detail/description, etc.).  Two and a half pages will result in a five point deduction.

**** If you are confused or concerned about this assignment in any way, do not hesitate to contact me. I am happy to help.  Remember to email me at rachel.marsom@gcsu.edu
