JT Torres

Sirens of Titan Novel Presentations

Group 1: Chapters 1 and 2 (1-61)

A_________________________________  B___________________________________

Theme: Inward/outward exploration

Theme: History and destiny

Group 2: Chapters 3 and 4 (62-104)

A_________________________________  B___________________________________

Theme: The source of luck


Theme: The source of our morality

Group 3: Chapters 5 and 6 (105-166)

A_________________________________  B___________________________________

Theme: The pain of knowledge

Theme: Military efficacy

Group 4: Chapters 7, 8 and 9 (167-217)

A_________________________________  B___________________________________

Theme: Purpose of religion


Theme: The possibility of harmony

Group 5: Chapters 10 and 11 (218-269)

A_________________________________  B___________________________________

Theme: The appeal of the “fast-reverse”
Theme: Meaning of sacrifice

Group 6: Chapters 12 and Epilogue (270-326)

A_________________________________  B___________________________________

Theme: What makes humans human

Theme: Love, the meaning of life

Novel Presentations, in a nutshell

Each group will teach the assigned section of the novel to the class.  Because each group is divided into A and B, you will have half the class period.  At the center of your presentation should be the assigned theme.  It is up to you to teach us how the theme relates to your section, how the author worked the theme in, how you responded to the theme and any other possible ways to respond.  Use what you’ve learned in the class: does the point of view or setting provide insight into the theme?  What about the language the author uses?  You can branch off into relatable ideas—such as historical information or information on the author—but always remind us how those ideas relate to the assigned theme.

You will lose points if you are unprepared or if your presentation is short and uninformative.  Involve the class, ask questions, bring in visuals, etc.  I am giving you complete freedom in how you convey the ideas in the novel.  Rather than giving you a checklist of things to include in your presentation and grading your ability to follow directions, I will evaluate your creativity in publicly expressing the ideas you gleamed from your reading.  If you are confident leading a discussion for thirty minutes, fine.  If you feel a Powerpoint presentation is best, go right ahead.  Remember: I am not grading WHAT you do to compose your ideas, but HOW WELL you do it.

Some hints:

· Always cite examples from the novel.

· Use specific elements (style, character, voice, etc.) from the novel to support your points.

· Stay focused on why the theme is important, not just within the novel but also within our lives.  (When focusing on the latter, always use the novel as justification.)

· Tell us what we can learn from the novel without reducing the story into a didactic tale.  (Remember the difference between “theme” and “moral.”)

· Refrain from resorting to personal reactions: “I like the story” or “I don’t like this character.”  Instead, tell us why something is effective or how something detracts from the novel’s overall impact.

· Involve the class!  Hand out quizzes for the class to take, then guide them through what you believe to be the most accurate answers, letting the class compare their own.  Give the class a writing prompt relevant to the theme you are analyzing; then tell us how the novel asks us to see the theme different than the way we saw it before.  (The more you get the class to think, the less you have to do, the higher grade you get.)

· When in doubt, ask me.

Follow these steps both in preparing your presentation and in presenting (the following uses the theme History/Destiny as an example):

1.) Go page by page (Ch. 1-2), noting every passage that you think references the theme(s) "History & Destiny." 
2.) Note what you believe each passage says about "History and/or Destiny."
3.) Explain why you think the passage would treat "History and/or Destiny" the way it does.  (This is where you can focus your approach on author background, cultural context, philosophical inquiry, or remain embedded in the text and simply explain the treatment of your theme(s) as part of plot, narrative, characterization, etc.  This is why I introduced you to critical approaches.  This also gives you an opportunity to bring in outside material to support your finding.)
4.) Last, let the class know your general opinion on "History & Destiny," as it's portrayed in the text.  Let us know if the reading led you to question your belief, why or why not.

This is why English majors often go into law.  The novel is "evidence," and I'm asking you to make an argument about a case--History & Destiny.  It is your job to be as creative as you can in preparing the evidence to support your argument regarding the case.

1.) On page 46, there is the comic passage about the "house-cleaning" of history: "all records relating to the period between the death of Christ and the year One Million A.D. would be hauled to dumps and burned.  This would be done, said Koradubian, because museums and archives would be crowding the living right off the earth" (46).
2.) The passage surely lampoons the idea of consolidating history for convenience sake, doesn't it?  This idea is relevant today as China just opened one of the world’s largest museums.  Only a single photograph and three lines of text, however, call attention to the millions of lives lost during the communist revolution.  Where's the rest of history?  Don't we tend to prepackage history into neat groups: Victorian Age, Enlightenment, Dark Ages.  Does this help us understand history or obscure it?
3.) What does this passage have to do with the novel?  Isn't the narrator telling a "history" of the human race?  Does the narrator prepackage chunks of story for convenience sake?  What about culturally? 
4.) What is your opinion on the treatment of history?  Do you think clumping large events of history into neat groups helps us to learn?  And so on...

