English Composition 1 (ENG 1101)



Office Hours:

Ashleigh Eisinger





M,Th: 12:30pm – 1:30pm

M, W: 2pm – 3:15pm





or by Appointment

A&S, Rm. 351B





A&S, Rm. 153

Ashleigh.eisinger@gmail.com




478-445-2813

Required Texts:

Naked by David Sedaris


Going to Ground: Simple Life on a Georgia Pond by Amy Blackmarr


Tell it Slant by Brenda Miller and Suzanne Paola

Course Objectives:

This course is designed to allow students to develop their own personal, authoritative voice in writing about the world in which they live and the issues and circumstances that surround and inhabit their lives. Through careful examination of texts involving other personal and global issues and writing their own concerns and experiences, students will develop a confident analytical voice allowing them to better relate their own opinion or story to those around them. 
Course Description:

Class sessions will consist of both an in-class exercise as well as significant discussion regarding the assigned text(s) for that class period. Each student is expected to have read the appropriate text and to contribute considerably to the discussion along the aforementioned theme. Both participation and in-class exercises will factor into the final grade. If it appears as though the majority of the class has not read the text assigned for a class session a quiz regarding that day’s reading may be administered and will count towards participation for that day’s class. 

Students will also be expected to complete four distinctive papers throughout the course. Specific directions on these papers will be given in hand-outs throughout the span of the class.

Attendance:
Students are expected to attend each class, arrive on time, and be prepared to discuss and engage fully in each session. Each student is permitted TWO “free” absences. Each absence thereafter will result in the deduction of half a letter grade, as well as a 0 for participation that day. Tardiness will also count towards attendance, each tardy of ten minutes or more counting for half of an absence (IE: two occasions of tardiness = one absence). Attendance relates directly to the student’s participation grade. Serious reasons for lateness or absences can be discussed with me in private, via email, phone, or in person.

Late Work:

Late work is NOT ACCEPTED unless due to dire circumstances (IE: family or personal tragedy, etc.). Extreme reasons for late work should be discussed with me in private, via email, phone or in person, and should be brought to my attention as soon as they are encountered.

Outside Resources:

Georgia College & State University provides significant resources to aid students who are having trouble or feel that they might need extra help. Students are encouraged to consult the Writing Center and/or Learning Center before turning in a paper or revision.

A Statement on Equal Opportunity: 

 In accord with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability that affects your progress as a student in this class, please meet with me so we may discuss how to create an environment in which you can best learn.  Your notification will be kept confidential.  

Information about the Regents’ Test (also available from the Writing Center):

 Scheduled this semester for Oct. 22 – Nov. 4, this two-part exam assesses the reading and writing abilities of each undergraduate seeking a degree from any of the thirty-five public colleges or universities in Georgia.  An SAT Verbal score of 510 or above or an ACT Reading score of 23 or above will satisfy the reading portion of the Regents’ Test.  To satisfy the essay portion of the Regents’ Test, you need an SAT Verbal score of 530 and an ENGL 1101 grade of A, an SAT Verbal score of 590 and an ENGL 1101 grade of B, an ACT English score of 23 and an ENGL 1101 grade of A, an ACT English score of 26 and an ENGL 1101 grade of B, an AP score of at least 3 in Language and Composition or Literature and Composition, an SAT II English Writing score of at least 650, or a score of 4 on the International Baccalaureate (IB) Higher-Level English exam.  If you need to take either portion of the Regents’ Test, you should take the exam in your second semester of college (and you must take it before you accumulate 45 hours or you will face an unyielding, vexing, and horrific hold that will prevent you from registering for classes, and you will be forced to take a completely unnecessary Regents’ remediation course).  If you do not satisfy this exam requirement by one of the ways listed above, you should sign up for one or both parts of the Regents Test, depending on what you need to satisfy the requirement.  Students now register for a test session by going to the PAWS main menu, clicking on Student Services & Financial Aid, and then on Register for Regents' Test.  When students click on this link and select the appropriate term, they will see the available test sessions.  They will choose the one they prefer and then print their admission ticket.  (They can print another copy later through the Print Regents' Ticket link on the same menu.)  Since the test registration is no longer linked to course registration, we can extend the test registration period.  The deadline for Fall semester is Sept. 29.  Information about the Regents’ Test (including practice tests and very helpful information about the essay exam) may be found at this web site:  http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwrtp/indstu.htm
NOTE: In case of a fire or a fire drill any time during the semester, remember to walk to the nearest exit.  Crawl on the floor in the event of heavy smoke.  Do not use elevators during a fire.  Assemble for a headcount once you get out of the building.

Grades:

Grades will be based on student’s apparent effort and participation in class, as well as completion, clarity, and quality of papers assigned. Grading is as follows:

In-class assignments & Participation: 200pts.

Paper #1: 100pts.




A = 90-100%

Paper #2: 225pts.




B = 80-89%

Paper #3: 225pts.




C = 70-79%

Paper #4: 250pts.




D = 60-69%

TOTAL: 1000pts.




F = 59% or below.
Grading Scale for Papers:

A: An “A Paper” shows a firm grasp on the concepts of focus, purpose, organization, specifics, details and reader involvement, as well as uniqueness in ideas and perspectives presented within the paper and the precision with which they are presented. An “A Paper” is exemplary work that shows great effort and presents its ideas and evidence with clarity.

B: A “B Paper” shows a slightly lesser understanding or execution of the same elements noted in the “A Paper”. A “B Paper” will display effort but not with the precision, clarity or uniqueness in perspective and idea as an “A Paper”. 

C: A “C Paper” shows an adequate understanding of the elements presented in the “A Paper”, but without the mastery thereof. A “C Paper” is acceptable, average work without the exemplary flair of an “A Paper” or a “B Paper”.

D: A “D Paper” is less-than average in its execution of the elements that make up an “A Paper”. Ideas or perspectives are not unique and are not displayed in a clear or precise manner. Work does not show great effort, but does have some sense of central idea.

F: An “F Paper” is of poor quality regarding focus, purpose, organization, specifics, details, ideas, perspectives, and clarity. Effort is seemingly non-existent, as though the writer has simply “gone through the motions”.

*** If there are questions regarding any assignment, please feel free to schedule a conference hour with me via email, phone, or in person. ***
Revisions:

Students will be required to revise two of the first three papers assigned, due by the dates specified on the syllabus. Students should be aware that “revision” is considered to be a major task where the final paper is significantly different than the original draft (IE: a few changed words here or there do not merit a change in grade and will, ultimately, be a waste of both the student’s and my time). A revision grade will take the place of the original grade, regardless of whether or not the revision grade is higher than the original.

Plagiarism: 

ANY type of academic dishonesty is absolutely unacceptable in this class and will result in a CRITICAL reduction of the student’s grade, if not expulsion from the class. Plagiarism will not be tolerated.

* Note: I reserve the right to alter this syllabus at any time. If there are changes, students will be notified of such changes in class or via email and will be responsible for adjusting to these modifications.
Course Schedule:
Monday, Aug. 25th  – TIS: “The Personal Essay”, pgs. 91-105

Wednesday, Aug. 27th  – TIS: “Body of Memory”, pgs. 3-17

Monday, Sep. 1st  – No Class: Labor Day Holiday.

Wednesday, Sep. 3rd – Paper #1 Due: Personal Essay/Leaving Atlanta
Monday, Sep. 8th – TIS: “Writing the Family”, pgs. 17-25

Wednesday, Sep. 10th  – Naked: “Chipped Beef”, pgs. 1-6; “Cyclops”, pgs. 46-52

Monday, Sep. 15th – Naked: “Get Your Ya-Ya’s Out”, pgs. 23-39

Wednesday, Sep 17th – Naked: “The Women’s Open”, pgs. 53-60; “The Incomplete Quad”, pgs.          143-152

Monday, Sep. 22nd – Naked: “Dinah, the Christmas Whore”, pgs. 106-120; Paper #1 Revision Due
Wednesday, Sep. 24th – Naked: “Ashes”, pgs. 234-250

Monday, Sep. 29th – Naked: “A Plague of Tics”, pgs. 7-22

Wednesday, Oct. 1st – Paper #2 Due: Family; Library Day

Monday, Oct. 6th – TIS: “Taking Place: Writing the Physical World”, pgs. 25-39

Wednesday, Oct. 8th – TIS: “Gathering the Threads of History”, pgs. 47-53; GTG: “What Gave”, pgs. xi – xiv

Monday, Oct. 13th – GTG: “Cave Dweller”, pgs. 1-8; “The Voice of Fancy”, pgs. 9-14

Wednesday, Oct. 15th – GTG: “The Faces of Perception”, pgs. 15-24; “The Solitary Life”, pgs. 25-34

Monday, Oct. 20th – GTG: “Snakes on the Path”, pgs. 43-48; “Keeper of the Tribe”, pgs. 49-63. Paper #2 Revision Due
Wednesday, Oct. 22nd – GTG: “Too Many Shoes and Other Attachments”, pgs. 65-74; “Mouse”, pgs. 70-84

Monday, Oct. 27th – GTG: “Walking the Lines”, pgs. 97-106; “Different Light”, pgs. 135-138

Wednesday, Oct. 29th – GTG: “Running”, pgs. 111-116; “Different Light”, pgs. 135-138; “The Generosity of Strangers”, pgs. 139-142

Monday, Nov. 3rd – GTG: “Sold”, pgs. 143-150; “Gene”, pgs. 151-159

Wednesday, Nov. 5th – Paper #3 Due: Place; TIS: “The Basics of Personal Reportage”, pgs. 117-133

Monday, Nov. 10th – No Class – Conferences; Revisit Leaving Atlanta
Wednesday, Nov. 12th – No Class - Conferences; Revisit Leaving Atlanta
Monday, Nov. 17th – No Class - Conferences; Revisit Leaving Atlanta
Wednesday, Nov. 19th – No Class - Conferences; Revisit Leaving Atlanta
Monday, Nov. 24th – Paper #3 Revisions Due
Wednesday, Nov 26th – No Class: Thanksgiving Holiday

Monday, Dec. 1st – In-Class Paper Work.

Wednesday, Dec. 3rd – In-Class Paper Work

Monday, Dec. 8th – Paper #4 Due: Leaving Atlanta Revisited
***You can pick up your graded final papers during Finals Week. Details will be provided on Monday, Dec. 8th***

