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Course Description

Catalog Description:

English 1101 is a composition course focusing on skills required for effective writing in a variety of contexts, with emphasis on the personal essay and also including introductory use of a variety of research skills. All students, regardless of their degree program, must earn a grade of C or better in English 1101, as it fulfills the first part of the Area A. Essential Skills requirement of the Core Curriculum.

Strategies for college-level writing, including vocabulary, grammar, style, purpose and audience, Revision, Basic research methods for college-level work, including an introduction to library resources, Analysis of texts orally (class discussion) and in writing.

My Description:

1101 is supposed to help students write better papers, think clearer thoughts, organize those thoughts coherently, get your point across, etc. We aim to do so by writing, and lots of it. Then we’re going to analyze the writing and, in the wake of that, write some more. You’ve written in high school, and may have done very well. You will not be doing any high school writing in this class. We’re going to move beyond obvious points and apply real critical thinking to big subjects. We’ll be developing clear thesis statements and following through with well organized, thoughtful, and proofread papers. 

Intended Outcomes
To acquire an ability to write organized, clear, correct, and purposeful prose;
To understand the principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis;
To acquire sensitivity to written and oral language as a means of understanding how we relate as individuals to the larger community;
To grasp the essential nature of research and how to synthesize research in writing so that the insights and documentation are logical and clear;
To understand through the use of textual models how writing and reading are means for connecting the writer to contemporary culture and its diverse problems and conditions.

Course Materials

Ede, The Academic Writer
Hacker, Rules for Writers, 6th ed.

Jones, Leaving Atlanta

Miller and Spellmeyer, eds., The New Humanities Reader, 2nd ed.
Various articles provided

Assignments and Grade Distribution

In-class Writing and Peer Response, 15%

Informal essay, 10%

Summary and evaluation, 20%

Comparison and contrast, 25%

Research paper, 30%

Grade Scale:

    90-100: A

      80-89: B

      70-79: C

      60-69: D

        0-59: F

Office Hours

I encourage you to come see me in my office during the hours listed above. Those hours are reserved for you and your concerns, so please do feel invited to swing by and voice those concerns. If you find yourself unable to come by my office during those hours due to class conflict or similar scheduling problem, yet need to speak with me, you may set up an appointment with me via email or brief after-class conversation. 

Email 

This is usually the best way to get a hold of me, other than speaking with me after class or during my office hours. However, I am not always on the computer. Don’t expect an immediate reply. If something is urgent I will do my best to address it quickly. However, I usually don’t check email between Friday and Sunday. I will respond to any emails that I receive over the weekend on Monday morning. 


Also, note that emailing a professor is not blogging on Myspace or Facebook or whatever the kids are into these days. While I don’t require the most formal tone from your emails, I do expect you to make the effort to at least spell things correctly and use capital letters when necessary. This is an English class—it’s probably in your best interest to compose emails in a language that resembles written English.

Classroom Behavior

You’re all adults, and will act as such. You will be respectful toward me as your professor, toward your classmates as your peers, and toward yourself as an individual. No belittling or aggressive behavior or language will be tolerated. I will not hesitate to politely throw you out of class if you are persistently disrespectful and/or disruptive.

As adults, we’ll get along great. However, there are a few behaviors that won’t be tolerated. Don’t let your cell phone ring during class time. Don’t let it vibrate either—it’s no less disruptive. Don’t text. Don’t blog. The same goes for any other electronic gadget.  Put it away, leave it in the bag, or just don't bring it. I have a cell phone, too, but during class it’s either off, on silent, or at home.

Come to class prepared to engage your mind, to participate in discussion and group work, and to write. 

Attendance

There will be a one letter final grade deduction for every absence beyond three days. Therefore, missing four class periods will result in a one letter final grade deduction and missing seven classes will result in automatic failure of the course. I suggest you use your three days both cautiously and wisely; and make sure you sign the attendance sheets. Habitual tardies or consistently leaving class early will be treated as absences. Also, use of cell phones, improper use of laptops or other electronic equipment will result in a recorded absence. If you have proven to me that you have not read the required texts for the day, either through total lack of participation or through the inability to engage the text through in-class writing, you will be counted absent.

Late Assignments

There will be a one letter assignment grade deduction per day (not class period) for any assignment that is turned in late. Assignments are to be turned in, on paper, during class. If you are going to be absent on a day during which an assignment is due, let me know beforehand. Assignments will not be accepted through email unless we’ve arranged for that before the assignment is due.

Acceptable reasons for late papers:

Familial death 

Hospitalization

Global disaster/Regional catastrophe

Unacceptable reasons for late papers:

Weekend jail visit

Computer problems

Misinterpretation of assignment

Lots of other stuff going on

Failing to submit (or resubmit) an assignment that is worth 15% or more of the course grade within five days (not class periods) of its due date will result in automatic failure of the course. Failing to submit (or resubmit) a final exam or final paper within two days of its due date will result in automatic failure of the course.

The Writing Center

The Writing Center (http://www2.gcsu.edu/writing/default2.html) is a free service available to all members of the university community. Consultants assist writers in the writing process, from conception and organization of compositions to revision to documentation of research. Located in Lanier Hall 209, the Center is open Monday through Friday. Call 445-3370 or email writingcr@gcsu.edu for more information.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism in any form is unacceptable. The GCSU Honor Code is available at the following address: http://www.gcsu.edu/studentlife/handbook/honorcode.html. You’ve heard enough about it by now that this shouldn’t be a problem. Please ask me any questions you may have about this manner; I’ll be more than happy to discuss them. As plagiarism is not tolerated at GCSU, any student found guilty of willful plagiarism will fail the assignment and the course. 

Withdrawal

The last day to add a course is August 22. The last day to drop a course without fee penalty is August 26. The last day to withdraw without academic penalty (unless previously assigned an F by professor for absences) is October 16.

Disability Services

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and GCSU's Policy For Students with Disabilities that Affect Learning, if there is a student in this class who has a disability that may affect her learning and progress, please meet with me so we can discuss your particular needs. Notification will be kept confidential. Students with disabilities should also contact Mike Chambers, mike.chambers@gcsu.edu or 445-5931, at Disability Services in Maxwell Student Union 133.

Regents’ Writing and Reading Skills Requirement

Students enrolled in undergraduate degree programs leading to the baccalaureate degree must complete the Regents' Writing and Reading Skills Requirement as a requirement for graduation.  Effective Fall Semester 2008, a number of changes in the Regents' Writing and Reading Skills Requirement will be implemented, designed to speed students' acquisition of the minimum level of reading and writing skills that are critical outcomes for every graduate from a University System of Georgia institution. More information such as qualifying test scores and the registration process can be found on the Regents' Testing Program webpage. http://www2.gcsu.edu/acad_affairs/acad_srvcs/acadassist/regents.html
NOTE: In case of a fire or a fire drill any time during the semester, remember to walk to the nearest exit. Crawl on the floor in the event of heavy smoke.  Do not use elevators during a fire.  Assemble for a headcount once you get out of the building.

 

Course Schedule 

Note: As you can see, only the first three weeks of readings are available, though we’ll stick to this calendar for due dates of assignments. I will provide readings in advance both in class and online.
 

	Week 1 
	R, 8-21 
	Introductions, Syllabus

	Week 2 
	T, 8-26 
	Leaving Atlanta, Part One
Academic Writing, Ch 8 Strategies for Reading (216-34)

	
	R, 8-28 
	Leaving Atlanta, Part Two
Academic Writing, Ch 1 Writing as Design (AW 1-20)

	Week 3 
	T, 9-2 
	Leaving Atlanta, Part Three
Academic Writing, 

	
	R, 9-4 
	Informal Paper Due

	Week 4 
	T, 9-9 
	Krakauer, selections from Into the Wild (NHR 285-308)

	
	R, 9-11 
	Faludi, "The Naked Citadel" (NHR 130-165)

	Week 5 
	T, 9-16 
	Loffreda, selections from Losing Matt Shepard: Life and Politics in the Aftermath of Anti-Gay Murder (NHR 309-33)

	
	R, 9-18 
	Summary and Evaluation Draft 1 Due 

Ede, Ch 12 Strategies for Revision (AW 280-304)

	Week 6 
	T, 9-23 
	Summary and Evaluation Peer Response

	
	R, 9-25 
	Summary and Evaluation Peer Response

	Week 7 
	T, 9-30 
	Greider, "Work Rules" (NHR 212-32)
Ede, Ch 3 Analyzing Rhetorical Situations (AW 42-79)

	
	R, 10-2 
	Ehrenreich, from Nickel and Dimed (Handout)

	Week 8 
	T, 10-7 
	Summary and Evaluation Draft 2 Due

	
	R, 10-9 
	Armstrong, “Does God Have a Future?” (NHR 55-77)

	Week 9 
	T, 10-14 
	Gould, “What Does the Dreaded “E” Word Mean, Anyway? (NHR 196 -210)

Pollan, “Playing God in the Garden” (NHR 400-19)

	
	R, 10-16 
	Ede, Ch 5 Making and Supporting Claims (AW 117-40)

	Week 10 
	T, 10-21 
	Kaldor, "Beyond Militarism, Arms Races, and Arms Control" (NHR 267-84)

O'Brien, "How to Tell a True War Story" (NHR 386-99)

	
	R, 10-23 
	Everett, “The Appropriation of Cultures” and “Why I’m From Texas” (Handout)

DeGuzman, “X-ing the Flag” (Handout)

	Week 11 
	T, 10-28 
	Comparison/Contrast Draft 1 Due

	
	R, 10-30 
	Comparison/Contrast Peer Response

	Week 12 
	T, 11-4 
	Comparison/Contrast Peer Response

	
	R, 11-6 
	Comparison and Contrast Draft 2 Due 

Library Visit: Meet in Library Room TBA

	Week 13 
	T, 11-11 
	Ede, Ch 6 Doing Research (AW 141-82)

	
	R, 11-13 
	Ede, Ch 10 Strategies for Planning and Drafting (AW 250-64)

	Week 14 
	T, 11-18 
	Thurman, "Wisdom” (NHR 662-80)

Gertner, "The Futile Pursuit of Happiness" (NHR 166-77)

	
	R, 11-20 
	Ede, Ch 4 Analyzing Texts and Contexts (AW 80-116) 

Research Paper Topic/List of Sources Due

	Week 15 
	T, 11-25 
	Individual Conferences

	
	R, 11-27 
	No Class: Thanksgiving Holidays

	Week 16 
	T, 12-2 
	Thesis Statement Workshop

	
	R, 12-4 
	Conclusions, Class Summary Paper Due

	Finals 
	
	Research Paper Due During Final Period 
Section 32: Tuesday, 12-9, 8:00-10:45 a.m

Section 34: Wednesday, 12-10, 2:00-4:45 p.m


