English 1101  English Composition 1

Section 14, CRN 80507, Fall 2008

Instructor: Park Parkison


Office: A&S 153

Location: A&S 351B



Phone: 217-390-7428 (cell)

Time:
TTH 8AM - 9:15AM


Email: park.parkison@gcsu.edu

Office Hours: TTH 10-12 PM, W 1-2 PM, and by appointment

English 1101: The objective of this course is to encourage students to think and write critically on a variety of topics and utilizing a variety of approaches. We will examine the power of the written word to inform, persuade, explore, and, ultimately, connect us to each other and the world around us. To this end, we will be reading works which strive to accomplish these goals, and you yourself will be expected to step up to the plate.


All essays/papers (and any other assignments completed at home) should be typed (12pt Times New Roman), double spaced, and formatted in MLA style. All papers should also be stapled (seriously). You should keep backup copies of all papers just in case. If rewrites of papers are submitted, they should be accompanied by the original (graded) copies. English 1101 is not designed to teach grammar, punctuation, spelling, or other such mechanics of writing. Which is not to say that these are not important. For help with these matters, please refer to the Hacker manual or see me during my office hours.

Required texts: You should have a copy of the Hacker manual, Leaving Atlanta, and The Essay Connection. MLA formatted citations (and ISBN#s) for these texts are included below.

Hacker, Diane. Rules For Writers. 6th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2007.

ISBN 978-0312472795
Jones,Tayari. Leaving Atlanta: A Novel. 1. New York: Grand Central, 2003.
ISBN 978-0446690898
Bloom, Lynn ed. The Essay Connection. 8th ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006.

ISBN 978-0618643653
Other texts: Along with the above texts, you should have a dictionary handy, something reliable and reasonably extensive (Webster's, Oxford, American Heritage, etc.). If that dictionary doesn't have a big fat thesaurus in it, then get one of those too. I like Dictionary/Thesaurus.com, but nothing beats having it on the page. You will also occasionally be receiving handouts to read/discuss. Keep these in a folder and bring them to class; they'll come in handy.

Equal Opportunity Statement: In accord with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability that affects your work in this class, please meet with me to discuss your particular needs. Your notification will be kept confidential.

The Writing Center: It would be advisable for all students to become familiar with the Writing Center, located in Lanier Hall Rm 207. From 10AM to 3:30PM Monday - Thursday (closed from 12-2PM Wednesday) and during limited hours on Fridays the W.C. consultants provide individualized help on student writing (at any stage in the writing process) without any additional charges to you, the consumer. For more information, stop by the Writing Center, call them at 445-3370, or check out their website at: http://www2.gcsu.edu/writing/default2.html (you can also get there by searching for "Writing Center" at gcsu.edu and then clicking on the quill). Please use but do not abuse the staff. If you walk into the room 30 min before a paper is due, there isn't much they're going to be able to do for you. Also, the W.C. is there to help you develop and construct your writing; they are not proofreaders.

Assignments and Grading:

Leaving Atlanta Paper (3-5 pages)
15%
A
=
91-100%

Argument Paper (4-6 pages)
20%
B
=
81-90%

Oral Presentation
10%
C
=
71-80%

Research Paper (6-8 pages)
20%
D
=
61-70%

Personal Narrative (4-6 pages)
20%



Other work/Quizzes/Participation
15%

When ARE things due? Get things in on time. If you can’t get things in on time, talk to me beforehand; we may be able to work something out. Otherwise, the assignment may lose 5% for every day it’s late. There will be days when you will need to have your paper done on time for in-class peer review sessions. If you have no paper to share on those days, it won’t be good for your paper.

Attendance: Come to class. College is a conversation. To do well (in ways easily measurable and ways more subtle), you must come to class and you must speak. While I do not differentiate between excused and unexcused absences, exceptions may certainly be made for university-sanctioned activities (with proper notification). You may miss 3 days of class without penalty. Every day missed past that number will lower your final grade by 5%. Missing a conference is the same as missing a class. There will also be three films shown outside of class. You must attend two of them.


Unless you’re expecting an emergency, like appendicitis, you shouldn’t have your phone on in class. I’m fairly understanding when they just go ring in class, though they shouldn’t, but making or receiving calls is unacceptable and will result in an absence for the day. If I see you quietly texting, then I will quietly mark you absent.

Regent's Test (information also available at the Writing Center)

The Georgia Regents' Test is a two part (reading and writing) exam given to all students seeking an undergraduate degree from a Georgia public college or university. There are previous test scores (SAT, ACT, AP, IB) which may satisfy the Regents' requirement without sitting for the test. See below:

Getting out of Regents' Reading
Getting out of Regents' Writing

SAT Verbal score: 510
AP score of 3 in Lang & Comp

Act Reading score: 23
AP score of 3 in Lit & Comp

Regents’ Reading test
SAT II English Writing score of 650

          exemption score of 61
4 on the IB Higher Level English Exam


Regents’ Essay Test exemption score of 2


If you will be taking either portion of the Regents' Test, you should schedule the exam for this semester (Oct. 31, Nov 3, or Nov 4). Not taking the test can result in an academic hold placed being on you by the Registrar's Office, and you will be forced to take a completely unnecessary Regents' remediation course). Students can now register for either or both parts of the Regents' Test by going to the PAWS "Secure Area," clicking on "Student & Financial Aid" and then on "Register for Regent's Test." Print out your admission ticket and don’t lose it. You may also want to check out the following websites: http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwrtp/ (for the Regent’s Test page)

http://www2.gcsu.edu/acad_affairs/acad_srvcs/acadassist/regents.html
(for our school policy on the test). You must register well over a month in advance. Register ASAP.

Plagiarism: It's wrong. Don't do it. Your writing should be your own, and any quotes (or paraphrasing) should be attributed. Among other things, copying text from Wikipedia or SparkNotes is plagiarism. In accordance with the "Community Pledge" spoken aloud at Convocation, any student found guilty of substantiated and willful plagiarism will flunk the course. It's bad hoodoo.

Fire: Try not to catch on fire. If there is a fire or fire drill, walk to the nearest exit. Crawl on the floor in the event of heavy smoke. Assemble for a headcount on the lawn.  Do not use the elevators during a fire, for this too is bad hoodoo.

SCHEDULE (subject to change as needed by instructor)

	Tuesday
	Thursday

	Aug. 19
no classes yet


	Aug. 21
Introductions and Class goals

	Aug. 26
How to Say Nothing in 500 Words, Everything’s an Argument

Lamott, Polaroid’s with essay prompt

	Aug. 28
L.A. pt1, topics of discussion in L.A., diagnosing arguments

Nocton, Why I Write

	Sept. 2
L.A. pt2 &3

Blocking out Langston Hughes

6 Fundamentals


	Sept. 4
Class Canceled for Conferences

L.A. Paper, 1st draft due at conference

	Sept. 9
Class Canceled Conferences

L.A. Paper, 1st draft due at conference
	Sept. 11
Wrap up L.A.

and argument diagnoses

King, A Door . . .



	Sept. 16
L.A. Paper , 2nd draft due

Flight or Invisibility exercise


	Sept. 18
Essay Connection (p434-438) 

Reich, The Global Elite

Swift, A Modest Proposal

Modest writing exercise

	Sept. 23
Your Own Modest Proposal due

Singer, Singer Solution to World Poverty

Wiesel, Why I Write

Manifesto exercise
	Sept. 25
Manifestos due

Bacon, Of Boldness

Of Virtue exercise

	Sept. 30
Argument Paper, 1st draft due

Peer Review
	Oct. 2
 Peer Review due

Britt, That Lean and Hungry Look Gettysburg Address

	Oct. 7
Murray, Maker’s Eye 

Gorry, Steal this MP3 File

Eisenberg, Dialogue Boxes
	Oct. 9
King, Letter From Birmingham

Asimov, Those Crazy Ideas

	Oct. 14
Argument Paper, 2nd draft due

Library Instruction
	Oct. 16
Intro to Research Paper

Research Paper Samples

	Oct. 21
Allen, Rhetorical Situation

Quindlen, Uncle Sam and Aunt Samantha
	Oct. 23
Regents’ Test Practice



	Oct. 28
Oral Presentations
	Oct. 30
Oral Presentations

	Nov. 4
Research Paper, 1st draft due

Class Canceled Conferences
	Nov. 6
Class Canceled


Conferences

	Nov. 11
Selections from Student

Hall, Killing Chickens

Twain, Uncle John’s Farm

O’Brien, How to Tell a True War Story
	Nov. 13
Vowell, Shooting Dad

Sedaris, The Youth In Asia

Sedaris, You Can’t Kill the Rooster



	Nov. 18
Sedaris, Make That a Double

Baldwin, Stranger in the Village

Khan, Mirror, Mirror
	Nov. 20
Personal Narrative, 1st draft due


Peer Review

	Nov. 25
Shouting Across the Divide writing exercise
	Nov. 27
Happy Thanksgiving

	Dec. 2
Nacirema

New Canada

What If?

Defamiliarization writing exercise
	Dec. 4
Personal Narrative, 2nd draft due


110-WIN



	Dec. 9
Final Exam day

Reflective Essay exercise

Research Paper, draft 2 due
	Dec. 13
 (Friday)

Everything left due by 5pm


Extra Credit Paper: The Golden Apple experience, Details forthcoming.

Movie Nights Schedule

9/8/08

Devil’s Playground

9/30/08
Thank You For Smoking

10/22/08
Bowling for Columbine
11/13/08
TBA

