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Instructor: 
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Arts & Sciences 153, shared
Office Hours: 
11:15-12:15, Tues and Thurs.
By appointment as needed

Department

Phone Number:
(478) 445-4581, Mrs. Melinda Martin

Welcome to English 1101!  You may be wondering, what is English 1101?  If you are asking yourself this question, I congratulate your curiosity.  

Here are the Course Objectives (*see characteristics of Effective Writing Handout, last page):
• To acquire an ability to write organized, clear, fluent, and intellectually ambitious prose;

• To understand the principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis;

• To acquire sensitivity to written and oral language as a means of understanding how we relate as individuals to the larger community;

• To grasp the essential nature of research and how to synthesize research in writing so that the insights and documentation are logical and clear;

• To understand through the use of textual models how writing and reading are means for connecting the writer to contemporary culture and its diverse problems and conditions.

Computers are useless.  They can only give you answers.  –Pablo Picasso

Effective writing often begins with questions not answers. The process of arriving at the above objectives begins with inquiry.  Your curiosities will offer you the building blocks you will need to create strong arguments and connections with yourself, the text, and our culture/world at large.  I invite each of you and the class as whole to actively participate in the pursuit of the above objectives.  Because I view questioning as a vehicle to analytical thinking and writing, I will often include you in the process of developing writing topics.  Although topics are outlined on the syllabus, many assignments will be confirmed during our classroom meetings.   Therefore, attendance is crucial to your success. 

You will compose a total of four analytical essays during the course of the semester.  You will revise either Essay #1 or Essay #2, and the revision process will require you to add two scholarly sources to your re-write. Essay #3 and Essay #4 will both require scholarly sources. Essay #4, the final paper for this class, is a comparative assignment that will call upon you to assert your originality as a writer and a questioner/thinker and it will be five-seven pages while earlier papers will be three-five pages in length.  At the end of the course each of you will present a MY PROCESS presentation to the class which will explain the questioning, thinking, writing steps you took or are taking to arrive at an insightful, analytical final paper (Essay #4).  Essay #4 will also afford you the opportunity to analyze a work of your choosing from our shared anthology.  
Required Texts: 

Jones, Tayari.  Leaving Atlanta.  Warner Books, 2002. 

Cohen, Samuel.  50 Essays: A Portable Anthology.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007.

Hacker, Diana.  Rules for Writers. 5th ed.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2004.
Required Materials: 

Bring the portable anthology to class each session and Jones’s book when it is to be discussed.  Also, have a notebook with you that will function as a writing journal where you will compose your reflections and first drafts (unless I ask you to type them). Bring in a folder that I will use as your portfolio folder.  You may want an additional folder for handouts that are given out during the course of the semester. You must have access to a working computer and printer for this class since I ask that you bring in PRINTED OUT copies of scholarly sources.  
A Statement on Equal Opportunity:  In accord with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability that affects your progress as a student in this class, please meet with me so we may discuss how to create an environment in which you can best learn.  Your notification will be kept confidential.  

Information about the Writing Center: While I am always available to meet with you to give you advice and feedback on your writing, The Writing Center provides additional, individualized help to all GCSU students, with no additional fees.  Located in Lanier 209 and with highly-qualified and helpful consultants working regular hours at night in EACH residence hall and at the Village, The Writing Center provides services Monday through Friday.  For more information, call 445-3370, or visit online at http://www.gcsu.edu/acad_affairs/coll_artsci/eng/writing/
Assignments and Grading:  
Overall, the following criteria will be used to determine your final grade:

Three Essays (one may be revised) /scholarly

Sources for Essay #3/Cornell Notes/Note cards

60%


A = 91-100%

Essay #4 (comparative essay)

Including outline-and scholarly sources


15%


B = 81-90%
MY PROCESS oral presentation
Reflection and Participation



15%


C = 71-80%

Midterm/Library Quiz/Session/Quizzes


10%


D = 61-70%

Final Reflection  
Completion of Assignments:  All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date specified by the instructor.  Absences do not change due dates, nor do absences relieve a student of responsibility for material covered in class while the student was elsewhere.  Failure to complete the oral presentation or any paper listed above will result in an "F" for the course.  Papers must be typed or word processed, printed in an easily-read typeface, and conformed to MLA or APA documentation guidelines, in addition to demonstrating strict adherence to standard written English.  Written work must be backed up either by photocopy or on diskette; I will never accept an excuse of no backup.  Quite simply, failure to keep backups will have the same effect on a student's grade as not completing the assignment.  I always reserve the right to see any sources you use, and you will be REQUIRED to bring hard copies to class on several occasions. Failure to have sources readily available will be treated as plagiarism. Also, please note that I can not accept emailed copies of work, hard copies only.  
Late Work:  Your work must be completed on time so that it may be shared with classmates during workshops. Work handed in late, for which no extension has been granted, may be penalized up to one full letter grade per day for each day it is late.

Attendance: You are required to be on time and present in class.  Occasionally, health issues may arise and if this is the case, please email me prior to class.  Additionally, you will not be penalized for missing class for a school sponsored event.  No matter the reason for your absence, you will be responsible for any material that is covered that day in class.  However, once three absences are reached, whether school activity or health related, your grade will be lowered one grade for each absence thereafter. 

Cell Phones/Texting:

Do your best to remember to silence your phone during class. I will not text my friends and family during class; therefore, I expect the same courtesy from each of you.

Information about the Regents’ Test (also available from the Writing Center):  Information about the Georgia State Regents’ Test can be located at this website: http://www2.gcsu.edu/acad_affairs/acad_srvcs/acadassist/regents.html
Regents’ test dates are Friday, October 31st, Monday, November 3rd, and Tuesday November 4th. Check your tran-guide to see if you are a student who must meet the Regents’ test requirement.   You must complete this requirement this Fall, and for more guidance on policy changes please go to:  http://testingcenter.gcsu.edu. You can register for a test session by going to the PAWS main menu, clicking on Student Services & Financial Aid, and then on Register for Regents' Test.  When students click on this link and select the appropriate term, they will see the available test sessions.  They will choose the one they prefer and then print their admission ticket.  (They can print another copy later through the Print Regents' Ticket link on the same menu.)  Since the test registration is no longer linked to course registration, we can extend the test registration period.  Information about the Regents’ Test (including practice tests and very helpful information about the essay exam) may be found at this web site:  http://www.gsu.edu/webfs01/reg/wwwrtp/public_html/
NOTE: In case of a fire or a fire drill any time during the semester, remember to walk to the nearest exit.  Crawl on the floor in the event of heavy smoke.  Do not use elevators during a fire.  Assemble for a headcount once you get out of the building.

Cheating, Plagiarism, and the GCSU Honor Code:  Consistent with the “Community Pledge” required of all students (and spoken aloud at Convocation), any student found guilty of substantiated willful plagiarism will fail the course.  Again, see the customized pages of the Hacker manual for further elaboration of the Department of English, Speech, and Journalism’s policy regarding plagiarism.  Disciplinary procedures and appeals in cases of alleged plagiarism will follow the process found in the GC&SU Undergraduate Catalog.  Professors at GCSU may exercise the right to use turnitin.com if and when plagiarism is suspected. 
Tentative Semester Assignment Schedule:  Read all materials in advance of the days they are listed.  This schedule may be modified, but for now follow this guide:

August

21
Introductions-Interview Activity

Typed letter to me due next class.
Read pages 6-10 in Cohen Book.  

26
Topic:  Education.  Leaving Atlanta. 

1-3 page reflection due next class.  Generate questions.  


Focus:  Thesis statements.

Reflection # 1 assigned.  
28
Reflection #1, due today.  Group Work

Preparation for essay #1

Important Pages in Hacker and Cohen
September

2
First Draft Essay #1 due today.  Typed.  Textbook should be purchased by today and brought to each class hereafter. 
4
Textual Model:  Malcolm X—
“Learning to Read” (281)
Focus:  

Identifying argument.
9
Essay #1 due today. 

Malcolm X continued.


Reflection #2, due next class. 

11
Reflection #2 due today.

Textual Model:  Hurston’s, “How it Feels 

to be Colored Me?” (206)

Focus:  Perspective. 

16
Essay #2 assigned today.  


Take library quiz (go to ENGL 1101 Link 

On Library Page) Print out results, turn this in next class. 

What is a scholarly source? 
18
MLA FORMAT—you will add two sources to your revised paper.  Printed out copies of sources, MANDATORY.  Partner work—essay #2.
23
Peer Revision- Returned, graded Essay #1.  Sign up for conference time with me for Essay #2.  
Reading Assignments. All essays are to be read by October 14th and you are to bring in two printed out scholarly articles and list of 8-10 questions, curiosities regarding self to text, text to text, or the text to world for one of the below essays for our October 14th class.  For next class, read one of the below and come to class with a possible line of inquiry for this essay.  You will receive a handout explaining the above in class. Potential Quiz on essays after 10/14.
Reading Assignments:

1) Langston Hughes, “Salvation” (203)

2) David Sadaris, 

“Me Talk Pretty One Day” (378) 
3) Susan Bordo, 

“Never Just Pictures” (85)

25
Essay #2 due Today. Brief in class midterm assessment and group work, discussing one of the above.

Looking ahead— We will begin working on essay # 3 and laying the groundwork for Essay #4 and the MY PROCESS presentation.  You will begin work on Essay #4 while you complete Essay #3.  
30
Meet in Library—  


Go to second floor classroom near the 

Reference desk. Attendance Mandatory. 

October
2
Conference, A& S 153
7
Conference, A & S 153
9
Conference, A & S 153
14
Return to Classroom Today.


Revision of Essay #1 or #2 due today!

Small Group Work—Discuss readings remaining readings.

Confirm Essay # 3 question.
Bring in one scholarly article next class. 

16
Focus:  Cornell Notes/Note cards

Textual analysis, in preparation

for analysis. 

Work on Essay # 3 first draft.  

Second scholarly source due next class along with note cards or Cornell Notes and first draft (typed)
21
First draft essay # 3 due today
Note-taking share and Peer Edit
23
Writing Process Reviewed.  The link between #4 (Final Paper) and Oral Presentation. Proposal for final paper/ MY PROCESS, oral presentation to be written out for me in class.    
28
Final Draft of Essay #3 due today,
Due next class, completed Cornell Notes or note cards for two (new) Essay #4 scholarly sources.  
30
Mini-Socratic seminar—and preparation for presentations and final paper which will have 3-5 scholarly sources. Elements of Comparison.  Sample Paper.  

Cornell Notes or Note cards for two Essay #4 sources due today.  

November
4
Outline of Essay #4 and outline presentation due today. 
6
Oral Presentations begin
11
Oral Presentations 
13
Oral Presentations
18
Oral Presentations
20
Oral Presentations
25
Essay #4—Final Research Paper Due Today.  MLA format and heading, 12 point font, typed double-spaced, with a works cited page (3-5 scholarly sources).  5-7 pages.
December

2
Looking ahead, 1102
4
Final Reflections Due Today
Final Exam—
Thursday, December 11th
8:00 am – 10:45 am, Atkinson 101

Questions:

*CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE WRITING

1.
Responsiveness to assignment or task


>
Precise requirements of assignment/task (nature of task, length, amount of detail) are addressed



>
Purpose is clear



>
Style and tone (voice) are appropriate



>
Audience's needs and expectations are addressed:  awareness of what the audience knows, what it needs to know, and what it wants to know



>
Presentation and documentation formats are appropriate

2.
Content


>
Ideas are thoughtful, substantial--worth the reader's consideration



>
Observations are perceptive and original, and they offer insightful development and/or connections to other ideas



>
Ideas are supported with precision in terms of language, detailed explanation, illustration, and description



>
Reasoning is logical, consistent, persuasive



>
Information is relevant, accurate, reliable, representative, up-to-date



>
Material from outside sources is used appropriately to support and enhance the writer’s voice, not interrupt or overwhelm the writer’s voice

3.
Expressions

a.
Conveys a clear and consistent focus (thesis)


b.
Ideas organized and developed effectively




>
Effective introduction and conclusion




>
Organization and development consistent with thesis




>
Moves logically and effectively from point to point




>
Appropriate proportion maintained among ideas


c.
Ideas clearly conveyed




>
Clarity of expression




>
Coherent paragraphs




>
Effective use of transitions




>
Well-crafted and varied sentences




>
A sophisticated level of diction and vocabulary consistent with college education


d.
Editing conforms with standard written English (errors do not distract the reader)




>
Standard grammar (e.g. agreement, pronoun reference, verb/noun/adj. forms)




>
Complete, consistent, and coherent sentence construction




>
Appropriate punctuation, spelling, mechanics (e.g. capitals, italics, abbreviations)




>
Appropriate usage (e.g. idioms, formal vs. informal language, precision in usage)






