ENGL 1101: Composition I, Fall 2009
Marie Elliott

CRN:
80184-24 T & R 08:00-09:15, A & S, room 340B

CRN:
81418-42 T & R   3:30-4:45, Atkinson Hall 146

Phone:  478.445.2013 Office/478.445.4581 Eng. Dept. 

Email:  marie.elliott@gcsu.edu
Office hours: T & R 9:30-10:30 

Office Location:  A&S 153

Required Texts:

-Lunsford, EasyWriter: A Pocket Reference. 3rd ed. ISBN-13: 978-0-312-59459-6

-Miller, Acting out Culture: Reading and Writing. ISBN-13: 978-0-312-45416-6

-Kennedy, Kennedy, and Muth, Writing and Revising: A Portable Guide. ISBN-13: 978-0-312-45458-6
Course Synopsis: Classes will consist of both exercises and discussions of the assigned readings for that day. You are expected to read the appropriate pages for each class period, contribute considerably in each class session, and read, write, compose, and create. We will examine the power of the written word to inform, persuade, explore, and, ultimately, connect us to each other and the world around us.
Course Description: English 1101 is "a composition course focusing on skills required for effective writing in a variety of contexts, with emphasis on the personal essay and also including introductory use of a variety of research skills." This particular section of 1101 will use informal writing and peer responses to draft and revise four formal papers, including a personal analysis, a summary evaluation, a comparison/contrast, and a research essay. The directions and specific instructions for the essays/papers will be administered throughout the class.

Objectives:

--Master and ascertain a critical vocabulary for in class discussion.

--Learn and apply the practical skills needed to write effective academic essays and papers. 

--Utilize and execute the concept of written argument in the academic environment 

-- To reinforce principles of academic research and how to synthesize research in writing so that the insights and documentation are logical and clear.

NOTE: All students, regardless of their degree program, must earn a grade of C or better in English 1101, as it, along with English 1102, fulfills the Area A Essential Skills requirement in the Core Curriculum. The Department of English & Rhetoric will offer 1101 in the Fall, Maymester, and Summer I terms in Academic Year 2009-2010. Students who withdraw from 1101 or earn the final grade of D or F will be able to repeat the course at GCSU in Maymester or Summer I. 1101 will not be offered in Spring 2010.

Requirements:
1. Attendance and Tardiness: You are required to show up on time, and be fully prepared for the day’s tasks. Attention and participation are required for every scheduled class session. You are allowed three absences throughout the semester. Each subsequent absence will lower your overall letter grade by one third of a letter. Absences documented with a legitimate doctor’s excuse will be excused, granted the date and time of the excuse corresponds with the date and time of the class missed. Tardiness is inexcusable. If you are not in the classroom during roll call, you will be counted absent for the day. 

2 Late Work: Late work is not accepted unless due to dire circumstances (IE: family or personal tragedy, etc.). Extreme reasons for late work should be discussed with me in private, via email, phone, or in person, and should be brought to my attention as soon as they are encountered.

3. Homework Response Pages: You are required to turn in a Homework Response Page for every reading assignment this semester. A response page is a single sheet of paper on which you have recorded your ideas about that day's assigned reading on the front and/or back of the page ONLY (do not turn in multiple pages per assignment). Try to submit ideas that are controversial, intriguing, insightful, and unique. Formulate what stands out to you about the work, and try to account for it. Ask questions and then try to answer them. Talk about how you relate to the assignment. You will be discussing your ideas with the class, so try to create a statement of your overall interpretation of the work for presentation. Responses are due at the very beginning of class on the day the reading is to be discussed. For full credit, you must turn in your response on time and be in class to discuss your response. You may miss ONLY THREE opportunities to turn in a Homework Response Page, and if you turn in Response Pages for every assignment, I will drop the three lowest grades when tabulating your final score for the semester. If you are absent, you may not have someone else turn in a Homework Response Page for you. You may submit a Homework Response Page anytime we have a reading assignment between 8-18 and the last week of classes.

4. Failure of the Course:

There are three ways to fail the course: 1) failing to regularly attend class, 2) plagiarizing, 3) failing an assignment that is worth 15% or more of the course grade, be it from poor quality, lateness of submission, or a combination of poor quality and lateness. By contrast, students who regularly attend class, complete their work with academic integrity, and submit assignments on time will pass the course.

Assignments and Grade Distribution:

1. Informal Writing and Peer Response, 10%

Throughout the semester, you will write brief informal responses to essays in our textbook that encourage you to practice aspects of the formal writing process (see Homework Response Pages above). You will also respond to the first drafts of peers' formal papers in order to help them write better drafts and to help yourself become a better writer.

2. Personal Narrative, 10%

In this four page personal narrative of the Self, you will select one of the issues or themes from Saadawi's Woman at Point Zero and reflect on your own experience.

3. Summary and Evaluation, 20%

In this four to six page dialogue between Self and Text, you will summarize the key argument of one of the texts from Acting Out Culture and then evaluate and respond to it. This essay will be drafted and revised.

4. Analysis and Argument, 25%

In this four to six page dialogue between Text and World, you will summarize how one issue is ideally theorized in one cultural article from Acting Out Culture and analyze and argue how you see that topic really functioning in American today with the help of one scholarly publication. This essay will be drafted and revised.

5. Research Paper, 35%

In this six to eight page research paper engaging a full dialectic between Self, Text, and World, you will select any topic broached by the course texts, analyze it more deeply with the support of scholarly sources found outside the class, and argue your position to/for the world.
Your formal papers will be graded as follows:
*Intro/Thesis/Conclusion _________/15
*Argument/Analysis _____________/35
*Audience Awareness=
Adhering to Prompt/Voice ________ /10
*Organization/Structure __________ /15
*Language Use/Mechanics ________/10
*That “Something” special 
that differs in each assignment _____/15
            Grading Scale Is As Follows:
A = 91-100%

B =  81-90%

C =  71-80%

D =  61-70%

Course Policies:

1. A Statement on Equal Opportunity: 
 In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability that affects your progress as a student in this class, please meet with me so we may discuss how to create an environment in which you can best learn.  Your notification will be kept confidential.

--Disability Services:
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and GCSU's Policy For Students with Disabilities that Affect Learning, if there is a student in this class who has a disability that may affect her learning and progress, please meet with me so we can discuss your particular needs. Notification will be kept confidential. Students with disabilities should also contact Mike Chambers, mike.chambers@gcsu.edu or 445-5931, at Disability Services in Maxwell Student Union 133.
2.The Writing Center:

Though you can arrange a time to meet with me, you can always drop by the Writing Center for individualized writing feedback. The Writing Center is a free service available to all members of the university community. Consultants assist writers in the writing process, from conception and organization of compositions to revision to documentation of research. Located in Lanier Hall 209, the Center is open Monday through Friday. Call 445-3370 or email writingcr@gcsu.edu for more information.
3.Plagiarism: 

ANY type of academic dishonesty is absolutely unacceptable in this class and will result in a CRITICAL reduction of the student’s grade, if not expulsion from the class. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. The Honor Code defines plagiarism as "presenting as one's own work the words or ideas of an author or fellow student. Students should document quotes through quotation marks and footnotes or other accepted citation methods. Ignorance of these rules concerning plagiarism is not an excuse. When in doubt, students should seek clarification from the professor who made the assignment." Section 3.01 of the Academic Affairs Handbook elaborates other examples of academic dishonesty and outlines disciplinary procedures and appeals for academic misconduct. As plagiarism is not tolerated at GCSU, any student found guilty of willful plagiarism will fail the assignment and the course. Therefore, when submitting formal paper assignments, you will also be required to turn in a digital copy of your work via email
4.Honor Code:

Assignments are designed to provoke original works of analysis.  However, please consult the GCSU Honor Code.  It can be found at http://www.gcsu.edu/honorcode.
5.Regents’ Writing and Reading Skills Requirement:
Students enrolled in undergraduate degree programs leading to the baccalaureate degree must complete the Regents' Writing and Reading Skills Requirement as a requirement for graduation. Check your reading and writing test status. Regents' Test dates for Fall semester are Friday, October 31, Monday, November 3, and Tuesday, November 4. More information such as qualifying test scores and the registration process can be found on the Regents' Testing Program webpage.

6.GeorgiaVIEW Vista and Student Email:
We will be using GeorgiaVIEW Vista and GCSU email for class communication. It is your responsibility to learn Vista as well as to check your university email for possible course related messages. I suggest that you forward your university email to your private email account (or vice versa).

7.MLA Style:
Formal assignments should adhere to the Modern Language Association (MLA) style. Formal papers and take-home exams require MLA style while in-class exams; discussion board responses, informal writing, and peer review may be informally formatted. One-third of a letter grade will be deducted from a formal paper or take-home exam for problems in each of the following three categories, for a possible one letter grade deduction total: 1) header, heading, and title, 2) margins, font, and line-spacing, and 3) quotation and citation format. Before you turn in a formal paper, make sure your work follows MLA style by using the checklist on the MLA style handout. I encourage students to use my MS Word template.
NOTE: In case of a fire or a fire drill any time during the semester, remember to walk to the nearest exit.  Crawl on the floor in the event of heavy smoke.  Do not use elevators during a fire.  Assemble for a headcount once you get out of the building.
Due Dates and TENTATIVE Schedule:
(Note: I reserve the right to alter this syllabus at any time. If there are changes, students will be notified of such changes in class or via email and will be responsible for adjusting to these modifications.) 
	Week 1 
	T, 8-18 
	Introductions

	
	R, 8-20 
	How We Believe
Newman, "I Do. Not.: Why I Won’t Marry" (Culture 60)

Twitchell, "Two Cheers For Materialism" (Culture 28)

Frazier, "All Consuming Patriotism" (Culture 39 )

Brooks, "People Like Us (Culture 67 )

Kennedy, Ch2 Reading Processes (Writing 11-25)

	Week 2 
	T, 8-25 
	Saadawi, Woman at Point Zero (Woman 1-114)

Kennedy, Ch3 Critical Thinking Processes (Writing 26-40)

	
	R, 8-27 
	Saadawi, concluded

	Week 3 
	T, 9-1 
	How We Watch
Dyson, "Frames of Reference" (Culture 123)

Levy, "Women and the Rise of Raunch Culture" (Culture 144)

Harris, “Cuteness”  (Culture 134)

Kennedy, Ch1 Writing Processes (Writing 1-10)

	
	R, 9-3 
	Knight, "Watch Me! Webcams and the Public Exposure of Our Lives" (Culture 150)

Paper 1 Due

	Week 4 
	T, 9-8 
	No Class: Individual Conferences

	
	R, 9-10 
	How We Eat
Pollen, "Big Organic” (Culture 174))
Kennedy, Ch4 Strategies for Generating Ideas (Writing 41-59)

	Week 5 
	T, 9-15 
	Knapp, “Add Cake, Subtract Self-Esteem” (Culture 217)

Grescoe, "Mate De Coca" (Culture 235)

Kennedy, Ch5 Strategies for Planning (Writing 60-82)

	
	R, 9-17 
	Schwartz-Nobel, "America’s Wandering Families" (Culture 249)

	Week 6 
	T, 9-22 
	How We Fight
Vine, "Love and War In Cyberspace" (Culture 380)

Jones, "Being Strong" (Culture 400)

Kennedy, Ch6 Strategies for Drafting (Writing 83-100)

	
	R, 9-24 
	Dobie, "AWOL in America: When Desertion Is the Only Option" (Culture 358)

Paper 2 Draft 1 Due

	Week 7 
	T, 9-29 
	No Class: Peer Response

	
	R, 10-1 
	No Class: Peer Response

	Week 8 
	T, 10-6 
	Library Visit: Meet in Room TBA
Paper 2 Draft 2 Due

	
	R, 10-8 
	How We Talk

Tannen, "Fighting For Our Lives" (Culture 572)

Kennedy, Ch7 Strategies for Developing (Writing 101-36)

	Week 9 
	T, 10-13 
	No Class: Fall Break

	
	R, 10-15 
	Miller, "The Ways We Don’t Converse Now" (Culture 594)

Kennedy, Ch10 Strategies for Arguing (Writing 190-203)

	Week 10 
	T, 10-20 
	Hyman, "Stop Them Before They Joke Again" (Culture 616)

Kolhatkar, “You Are Not Alone: College Newspapers Discover the Sex Column” (Culture 622)
 Kennedy, Ch9 Strategies for Editing and Proofreading (Writing 155-89)

Kennedy, Ch8 Strategies for Revising (Writing 137-54)

	
	R, 10-22 
	Regents' Test Preparation

Paper 3 Draft 1 Due

	Week 11 
	T, 10-27 
	No Class: Peer Response

	
	R, 10-29 
	No Class: Peer Response

	Week 12 
	T, 11-3 
	Film TBA

	
	R, 11-5 
	Film, TBA

	Week 13 
	T, 11-10 
	How We Work
Uchitelle, "The Consequences-Undoing Sanity" (Culture 299)

Warner, "This Mess" (Culture 333)

Kennedy, Ch11 Strategies for Integrating Sources (Writing 204-31)

Paper 3 Draft 2 Due

	
	R, 11-12 
	How We Learn
Gatto, "Against School" (Culture 506)

Schulte, “The Case of the Purloined Paper” (Culture 525)
Hooks, "Learning in the Shadow of Race and Class" (Culture 515)

	Week 14 
	T, 11-17 
	Researching/Writing Day

	
	R, 11-19 
	Researching/Writing Day

	Week 15 
	T, 11-24 
	No Class: Individual Conferences 

	
	R, 11-26 
	No Class: Thanksgiving Break

	Week 16 
	T, 12-1 
	No Class: Individual Conferences 

	
	R, 12-3 
	Conclusions

Research Paper Thesis and Topic Sentence Outline Due

	Finals 
	F, 12-11
	Research Paper Due:
Tue, Dec 8 - 8-10:45 OR 2-4:45


