Course Syllabus for English 1101—Composition I
Georgia College & State University


Fall 2009


ENGL 1101-17

T/Th 12:30-1:45, A&S 167  
ENGL 1101-18 

T/Th  3:00-4:45, Chappell Hall 105

Instructor: Joanna Grisham 




Email: joanna.grisham@gcsu.edu






Office:  A&S 3-29

Office phone: (478) 445-3509

Office hours: T/Th. 12:00-12:30 and 1:45-3:00 (or by appointment as needed)

Dept. phone: (478) 445-4581, Secretary, Melinda Martin

Catalog Description of the Course:

English 1101 is a composition course focusing on skills required for effective writing in a variety of contexts, with emphasis on the personal essay and also including introductory use of a variety of research skills. All students, regardless of their degree program, must earn a grade of C or better in English 1101, as it fulfills the first part of the Area A. Essential Skills requirement of the Core Curriculum.

Strategies for college-level writing, including vocabulary, grammar, style, purpose and audience, Revision, Basic research methods for college-level work, including an introduction to library resources, Analysis of texts orally (class discussion) and in writing
My Description of the Course:
In this course, you will learn how to write on a college level.  As your instructor, my role is to help you develop your own unique writing/reading voice.  I’m not down with those classrooms where all the students are expected to say what the professor wants them to say.  I want YOU to say what YOU need to say because your feelings, opinions, beliefs, ideas, hopes, dreams, likes, and dislikes are all equally important and deserve to be expressed and heard.  

As a class, we will study and explore different types of academic essays, mostly geared toward popular culture (i.e. television, movies, music, books, advertisements, the internet, etc.).  You will work towards cultivating a writing style of your very own, while learning about the various styles/methods of published writers, as well as your peers.  Hopefully, by the end of the course, each of you will feel more confident that what you have to say is important, and, likewise, you will know how to say it (or write it, rather) in an intelligent way.  Also, I hope that we will all learn a thing or two from each other that will open our minds and hearts and lead us to a more accepting and thoughtful world.  

Please know that I am here to learn and grow with you this semester, as I believe that learning never stops, nor should it. 
Required books:

· Signs of Life in the USA—Maasik and Solomon—6th ed.

· The Everyday Writer-With Exercises—Lunsford—4th ed.

· The Easy Writer—Lunsford

· Woman at Point Zero—Nawal El Sadawi
Course Requirements

· Four essays (including one research-based essay)
· Rough drafts and revisions of your essays

· Short writing assignments

· Quizzes (if needed)
· Peer reviews and responses

· Small group discussions and in-class workshops

· Mandatory conferences

· Attendance of two cultural events outside of class about which you will write a short, one-page critique/response (I will give you more details on this.)

· Class participation, open mindedness, and creativity

Grade Distribution

· Essay #1—Personal essay 
(2-3 pgs.)


100 points


· Essay #2—Cultural critique essay  (4-5 pgs.)


100 points



· Essay #3—Comparison and contrast essay  (4-5 pgs.) 

100 points



· Essay #4—Research essay  (5-7 pgs.)


100 points



· Final letter  (2 pgs.)




100 points


· Outside event  (1 pg. single spaced)
 


50 points each

· Quizzes, minor writing assignments, 

class participation, peer reviews, etc.


100 points 

90-100 
A
70-79
C
Below 60      F

80-89
B
60-69
D

Grading Scale for Papers:

An “A Paper” shows a firm grasp on the concepts of focus, purpose, organization, specifics, details and reader involvement, as well as uniqueness in ideas and perspectives presented within the paper and the precision with which they are presented. An “A Paper” is exemplary work that shows great effort and presents its ideas and evidence with clarity.
A “B Paper” shows a slightly lesser understanding or execution of the same elements noted in the “A Paper”. A “B Paper” will display effort but not with the precision, clarity or uniqueness in perspective and idea as an “A Paper”. 

A “C Paper” shows an adequate understanding of the elements presented in the “A Paper”, but without the mastery thereof. A “C Paper” is acceptable, average work without the exemplary flair of an “A Paper” or a “B Paper”.

A “D Paper” is less-than average in its execution of the elements that make up an “A Paper”. Ideas or perspectives are not unique and are not displayed in a clear or precise manner. Work does not show great effort, but does have some sense of central idea.

An “F Paper” is of poor quality regarding focus, purpose, organization, specifics, details, ideas, perspectives, and clarity. Effort is seemingly non-existent, as though the writer has simply “gone through the motions”.
NOTE:  Any paper that you give me should be typed and double-spaced in 12-point font, Times New Roman, MLA style.  For questions on MLA style refer to your manual or ask me.
Revisions

Students may revise essays #2 and #3 ONLY; however, revisions are NOT mandatory.  The revised paper will be due on the date specified on the syllabus and NO later.  Keep in mind that a revised paper shows significant improvement and should be very different than the original essay.  Changing a few words or phrases and/or simply correcting grammatical errors will not count as a revised essay.  I will average the first grade with the new grade and this will be the grade for the revision.
Conferences
I will hold two MANDATORY one-on-one conferences with you about your writing.  If you have any questions or concerns, the conference is a good time to discuss these types of things.  Missing your mandatory conference counts as an absence for the class.  
Completion of Assignments

All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the date specified by the instructor.  I will not accept emailed assignments; I want a hard copy of your work.  Absences do not change due dates.  If I have not personally granted you an extension, then you are responsible for getting your work to me on time.  Late work that is given to me with no reasonable explanation will be penalized one full letter grade for each day it is late.   

Extra Credit
No.
Attendance/Late Policies
You must be on time and present for class.  I understand that everyone gets sick or has the occasional flat tire/ hangover/bad hair day; however, you are only allowed THREE absences for any reason.  I do not care if the absence is excused or unexcused.  THREE absences are all you get.  That said, choose your absences wisely.  Of course, there are always exceptions—death and hospitalization to name a couple.  Just keep me up to speed on what’s going on.

If you are late, let me know at the end of class so that I mark you as present.  If you are tardy more than THREE times your grade drops by one full letter for each tardy thereafter.   

Cell phones/iPods/other MP3 players/Laptops

Please turn your cell phones OFF while in class.  I do not want to hear them vibrate, beep, sing, etc.  You can turn your phone off for an hour or so and survive, I promise.  Likewise, do not text message.  I am not allowed to text my friends in class or listen to my iPOD so you may not do these things either.  It’s only fair.  Laptops are ONLY allowed on days when working on drafts in class.  Otherwise, leave them closed and put away.  I cannot compete with Facebook, and I know this.  If you fail to abide by these policies, I will ask you to leave.  

Academic Honesty:  Cheating, Plagiarism, and the GC&SU Honor Code

Do not cheat.  It’s not cool.  Do not plagiarize.  It’s not cool.  That said if you have a question about whether or not something in your paper is cited correctly, please see me for assistance.  

Consistent with the “Community Pledge” required of all students (and spoken aloud at Convocation), any student found guilty of substantiated willful plagiarism will fail the course.   Disciplinary procedures and appeals in cases of alleged plagiarism will follow the process found in the GC&SU Undergraduate Catalog.  

A Statement of Equal Opportunity

In accord with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability that affects your progress as a student in this class, please meet with me so we may discuss how to create an environment in which you can best learn.  Your personal business will, of course, be kept confidential.

The Writing Center
While I am always available to meet with you to give you advice and feedback on your writing, the Writing Center provides additional, individualized help to all GC&SU students, with no additional fees.  Located in Lanier 209 and with highly-qualified and helpful consultants working regular hours at night in EACH residence hall and at the Village, The Writing Center provides services Monday through Friday.  For more information, call 445-3370.

Fire Drill Information
In the event of the fire alarm signal, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit.  Assemble for a head count on the front lawn of main campus.

Regents Exam

Some students may be required to take the Regents’ test.  All information regarding this exam can be found at: http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwrtp/ Be advised that the deadline for signup this semester falls on September 29th, and the testing period occurs between October 22nd and November 4th.
The following is a TENATIVE schedule for the semester.  This schedule may be revised at any time during the semester.
	Date
	Class activities
	Readings/assignments for next class

	8-18
	Introductions
	Signs of Life in the USA—“The Famine Mystique” (607); “Our Barbies, Ourselves” (613); Woman at Point Zero

	8-20
	Discuss readings; in-class writing 
	Woman at Point Zero; Signs of Life in the USA—“The New Sexual Stone Age” (312); “There is No Unmarked Woman” (620)

	8-25
	Discuss readings and consider connections; in-class writing 
	The Everyday Writer—pgs. 45-78

	8-27
	Discuss readings; intro to Essay #1—getting started on the narrative/personal essay; in-class brainstorming exercise
	Rough draft of Essay #1 due—bring 3 copies to class for peer review

	9-1
	Peer review of Essay #1; preparation of final draft (laptop)
	Final draft of Essay #1—the personal/narrative essay—is due at beginning of class 9-3; handout 


	9-3
	Final draft of Essay #1 due; discuss readings from handout; sign up for conferences; w/s for conference
	Bring worksheet to conference

	9-8
	Conferences—no class
	

	9-10
	Conferences—no class
	Read in Signs—“The Marketing behind the Magic” (129); “Careful, You May Run Out of Planet” (147); intro to chapter 3—Video Dreams (249-264)

	9-15
	Discuss readings; in-class writing
	Signs—“A Moral Never-Never Land: Identifying with Tony Soprano” (274);  “The Simpsons, Hyper-Irony, and the Meaning of Life” (283); “South Park and the Open Society” (296)

	9-17
	Discuss readings; intro to analysis of pop culture; in-class writing—making arguments about culture
	Signs—“Signs of Intelligent Life on TV” (307); “The Thematic Paradigm” (342); “Superhero Worship” (351)

	9-22
	Discuss readings; getting started on Essay #2—Cultural Critique essay (narrow topics, brainstorming)
	Signs—“High-School Confidential: Notes on Teen Movies” (396); “The Postmorbid Condition” (414)



	9-24
	Discuss readings; looping activity; writing the introduction and thesis statement (laptop)
	Rough draft of Essay #2—bring 3 copies for peer review

	9-29
	Peer review of Essay #2
	Final draft of Essay #2—the Cultural Critique—is due at the beginning of class on 10/1; handout or readings

	10-1
	Essay #2 due; discuss readings
	Signs—“Men’s Men and Women’s Women” (202); “Sex, Lies, and Advertising” (227) and portfolio of advertisements 

	10-6
	Discuss readings; in-class writing
	Signs—intro to chapter 4—The Hollywood Sign (331-341); “Creating the Myth” (356); “One Nation, Slightly Divisible” (487)

	10-8
	Discuss readings; movie excerpts; intro to Essay #3—Comparison and Contrast essay; begin brainstorming ideas for Essay #3
	

	10-13
	FALL BREAK—NO CLASS
	Signs—“Trailer Rhetoric” (365); “So You Wanna Be a Gangsta?” (375); “Movie Fantasy vs. Classroom Reality” (402)

	10-15
	OUT OF TOWN—NO CLASS
	See above

	10-20
	Continuation of discussion of comparison and contrast essay; in-class writing—working on intro and thesis statement; Revision of Essay #2 due (optional) (laptop)
	 The Easy Writer—Critical Thinking and Argument (113-160); Signs—“It’s All about Us” (446); “Enough about You” (449)

	10-22
	Discuss readings; continue work on Essay #3
	Rough draft of Essay #3—bring 3 copies for peer review

	10-27
	Peer review of Essay #3
	Final draft of Essay #3—Comparison and Contrast essay—is due at beginning of class 10/29; Easy Writer—Research (161-213)

	10-29
	Essay #3 due; discuss readings; Intro to Essay #4—The Research Essay
	Signs—“The Shock of Education: How College Corrupts” (546); “The Classroom and the Wider Culture: Identity as a Key to Learning English Composition” (702)

	11-3
	Discuss readings; brainstorming and preparation for Essay #4
	Signs—“Gender Role Behaviors and Attitudes” (567); “The Gender Blur: Where Does Biology End and Society Take Over?” (573); “In Living Color: Race and American Culture” (655)

	11-5
	Discuss readings; write introduction and develop thesis statement for Essay #4; discuss upcoming library day (laptop)
	Meet in the library—room TBA—to discuss research methods and options with librarian



	11-10
	Library Day (tentative)
	Signs—“Hollywood Loves BBFs 4-Ever” (667); “Class Act” (672); work on Essay #4

	11-12
	Discuss readings; continue to work on Essay #4 in class; Q and A session regarding Essay #4; handout
	

	11-17
	Conference—Revision of Essay #3 due at conference (optional)
	

	11-19
	Conference—Revision of Essay #3 due at conference (optional)
	

	11-24
	Peer review of Essay #4
	Final draft of Essay #4—The Research Essay—is due at beginning of class 12/1

	11-26
	THANKSGIVING BREAK—NO CLASS
	

	12-1
	Final draft of Essay #4 due; movie
	

	12-3
	Finish movie; discussion of semester; discussion of letter assignment due at final exam period
	Bring letter to class on final exam day

	
	*Note the day and time of the final exam for YOUR section—the syllabus is used by two different sections
	

	12-8
	Final exam for 1101-18—3:30-4:45 class

will be 2:00-4:45


	

	12-10
	Final exam for 1101-17—12:30-1:45 class

will be 11:00-1:45
	


