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Course Description

English 1101 is meant to help students write better papers, think clearer thoughts, organize those thoughts coherently, get your point across, etc. We aim to do so by writing, and lots of it. Then we’re going to analyze the writing and, in the wake of that, write some more. You’ve written in high school, and may have done very well. You will not be doing any high school writing in this class. We’re going to move beyond obvious points and apply real critical thinking to big subjects. We’ll be developing clear thesis statements and following through with well-organized, thoughtful, and proofread papers. 

Intended Outcomes

To acquire an ability to write organized, clear, correct, and purposeful prose;
To understand the principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis;
To acquire sensitivity to written and oral language as a means of understanding how we relate as individuals to the larger community;
To grasp the essential nature of research and how to synthesize research in writing so that the insights and documentation are logical and clear;
To understand through the use of textual models how writing and reading are means for connecting the writer to contemporary culture and its diverse problems and conditions.

Course Materials

Covington, Salvation on Sand Mountain
Anderson & Runciman, Open Questions

Kennedy & Muth, Writing and Revising
Handbook: Easy Writer

One bound notebook for journal entries

Books are available at the campus bookstore and online retailers.

Assignments and Grade Distribution

Participation, 15%

In-class Writing, Journals and Peer Response, 15%

2-3 page Informal essay, 10%

3-6 page Summary and evaluation, 20%

5-10 page Research Paper, 20%

5-10 page Personal Essay, 20%

Grade Scale:

    90-100: A

      80-89: B

      70-79: C

      60-69: D

        0-59: F

Class Structure

This class will be writing intensive, both in and out of the classroom. Expect daily in-class writing assignments, to be kept in journal and periodically graded by me. Sometimes we’ll work on papers in class, too. I know it’s early, but be prepared to write. 

We’ll also have class discussion on a daily basis. Here’s a hint: every time I’ve had a student who demonstrated that he or she read the assigned reading by discussing it in class, offering insightful analysis and interpretations of the work, has done well in my class. Those who didn’t speak and contribute to class, have their books and other materials, etc. have not done so well. Remember, participation is a part of your grade.

Journals

In-class writing and most homework will be written in your journals. All journal entries will be dated and titled, and I will check these, usually at the beginning or end of class, weekly. There is no way to make up journal entries. Students will be expected to bring their journals daily.

Revision 

Though not required, each student may revise two essays.  Revisions must be submitted within 7 calendar days of receiving the original graded essay, and must reflect serious effort—i.e. a major rethinking or reorganizing of the essay, and not a series of quick fixes to simple errors.  Once received, the grade of the revised essay will be averaged with that of the original; however, merely submitting a revision does not guarantee a grade improvement.  This policy is restricted to essays #1, #2 and #3.  

Office Hours

I encourage you to come see me in my office during the hours listed above. Those hours are reserved for you and your concerns, so please do feel invited to swing by and voice those concerns. If you find yourself unable to come by my office during those hours due to class conflict or similar scheduling problem, yet need to speak with me, you may set up an appointment with me via email or brief after-class conversation. 

Classroom Behavior

Students will act respectfully to other students and the instructor. I expect the concept of proper classroom behavior to be understood by all students, and will not tolerate rude or unprofessional behavior in the class. Explicitly: don’t talk over other students, don’t sleep, and for the love of all that is good and sacred in this world, do not text in class. Rude and unprofessional behavior will affect, at the least, your participation grade and possibly your attendance.

Attendance

There will be a one letter final grade deduction for every absence beyond three days. Therefore, missing four class periods will result in a one letter final grade deduction and missing seven classes will result in automatic failure of the course. I suggest you use your three days both cautiously and wisely. Habitual tardies or consistently leaving class early will be treated as absences. If you have proven to me that you have not read the required texts for the day, either through total lack of participation or through the inability to engage the text through in-class writing, you will be counted absent. NOTE: Missing a scheduled individual conference counts as an absence.
Late Assignments

There will be a one letter assignment grade deduction per day (not class period) for any assignment that is turned in late. Assignments are to be turned in, on paper, during class. If you are going to be absent on a day during which an assignment is due, let me know beforehand. Assignments will not be accepted through email unless we’ve arranged for that before the assignment is due.

Failing to submit (or resubmit) an assignment that is worth 15% or more of the course grade within five days (not class periods) of its due date will result in automatic failure of the course. Failing to submit (or resubmit) a final exam or final paper within two days of its due date will result in automatic failure of the course.

The Writing Center

The Writing Center is a free service available to all members of the university community. Located in Lanier Hall 209, the Center is open Monday through Friday. Call 445-3370 or email writingcr@gcsu.edu for more information.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism in any form is unacceptable. The GCSU Honor Code is available at the following address: http://www.gcsu.edu/studentlife/handbook/code.htm. You’ve heard enough about it by now that this shouldn’t be a problem. Please ask me any questions you may have about this manner; I’ll be more than happy to discuss them. As plagiarism is not tolerated at GCSU, any student found guilty of willful plagiarism will fail the assignment and the course. 

Withdrawal

The last day to add a course is August 19. The last day to drop a course without fee penalty is August 26. The last day to withdraw without academic penalty (unless previously assigned an F by professor for absences) is October 16. Check the calendar for other important dates.

Disability Services

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and GCSU's Policy For Students with Disabilities that Affect Learning, if there is a student in this class who has a disability that may affect her learning and progress, please meet with me so we can discuss your particular needs. Notification will be kept confidential. Students with disabilities should also contact Mike Chambers, mike.chambers@gcsu.edu or 445-5931, at Disability Services in Maxwell Student Union 133.

Regents’ Writing and Reading Skills Requirement

Some students will need to complete the Regents' Writing and Reading Skills Requirement as a requirement for graduation. More information such as qualifying test scores and the registration process can be found on the Regents' Testing Program webpage. http://www2.gcsu.edu/acad_affairs/acad_srvcs/acadassist/regents.html. Testing dates are 10/30 through 11/3.

Fire Drill

In case of a fire or a fire drill any time during the semester, remember to walk to the nearest exit. Crawl on the floor in the event of heavy smoke.  Do not use elevators during a fire.  Assemble for a headcount once you get out of the building. 

Course Schedule (subject to change) 
	
	M, 8-17
	Introductions, Syllabus

	Week 1 
	W, 8-19
	W&R: 11-21; Introduction to the fundamentals of writing

In-Class Writing: Two things that matter to me

	Week 2 
	M, 8-24 
	Alexie, “War Dances” (Handout)

In-Class Writing: Two situations that helped put me where I am today

	
	W, 8-26
	OQ: Saenz, Exile: El Paso, Texas; Vowell, Shooting Dad 
In-Class Writing: Defining identity

	Week 3 
	M, 8-31 
	OQ: Daniels, The Authentic Trail; W&R: 1-10
In-Class Writing: Discussion Questions

	
	W, 9-2
	Informal Paper Due

	Week 4 
	M, 9-7
	No Class: Individual Conferences

	
	W, 9-9
	Labor Day; no class

	Week 5 
	M, 9-14 
	W&R: 60-82; OQ: Schlosser, What We Eat
In-Class Writing: For x reasons, fast food is y.

	
	W, 9-16 
	 OQ: Ehrenreich, Serving in Florida
In-Class Writing: What it means to work

	Week 6 
	M, 9-21 
	OQ: Rich, Claiming an Education
In-Class Writing: Why am I in college?

	
	W, 9-23 
	Summary and Evaluation Due

	Week 7 
	M, 9-28 
	Summary and Evaluation Peer Response

	
	W, 9-30 
	W&R: 41-52; Parkison, Stripped (Handout)

In-Class Writing: Judgement

	Week 8 
	M, 10-5 
	OQ: Terkel, C.P. Ellis

In-Class Writing: Discussion Questions

	
	W, 10-7 
	 OQ: Denby, Passion at Yale; Rodriguez, The Achievement of Desire

In-Class Writing: Discussion Questions

	Week 9 
	M, 10-12 
	 Fall Break; no class

	
	W, 10-14 
	 Library Visit: Meet in Library Room TBA

	Week 10 
	M, 10-19 
	In-Class Writing: Research paper

	
	W, 10-21 
	In-Class Writing: Research paper

	Week 11 
	M, 10-26 
	In-Class Writing: Research paper

	
	W, 10-28 
	Research Paper Due

	Week 12 
	M, 11-2
	 OQ: Dillard, Singing with the Fundamentalists

	
	W, 11-4 
	Covington, Salvation on Sand Mountain

In-Class Writing: Investigating Faith

	Week 13 
	M, 11-9 
	Covington, Salvation on Sand Mountain

In-Class Writing: Journalistic Distance

	
	W, 11-11 
	Covington, Salvation on Sand Mountain

In-Class Writing: What to make of the book

	Week 14 
	M, 11-16 
	Alexie, “War Dances” (Handout) Redux

In-Class Writing: Fiction vs. Nonfiction

	
	W, 11-18 
	 Reading & Writing Assignments TBA

	Week 15 
	M, 11-23 
	 Reading & Writing Assignments TBA

	
	W, 11-25 
	Thanksgiving Break; no class

	Week 16 
	M, 11-30 
	Personal Essay Rough Draft Workshop

	
	W, 12-2 
	No class: Individual Conferences

	Finals 
	F, 12-11 
	Personal Essay Due

Final Exam Schedule 8:00-10:45PM


