English 1101: English Composition I

Section 04 (CRN: 81362)

Course info: T/Th 3:30-4:45 in A&S 150

Instructor: Evan Allgood (evan.allgood@gcsu.edu)

Office: A&S 153
Hours: T/Th 2-3 pm & by appointment
Phone: 478-445-2013

Required texts: Kennedy, X. J., Dorothy M. Kennedy, and Marcia F. Muth. Writing and Revising: A Portable 


   Guide. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin's, 2007. ISBN-13: 978-0-312-45458-6



   Lunsford, Andrea A. EasyWriter: A Pocket Reference. 3rd ed. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin's, 


   2006. ISBN-13: 978-0-312-59459-6 



   Miller, James S. Acting Out Culture: Reading and Writing. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin’s, 


   2008. ISBN-13: 978-0-312-45416-6

Required Materials:  Pen and paper; a hard copy of the text being discussed during class time; an effective means of backing up Word documents.

Course description/goals: The course catalog says English 1101 is "a composition course focusing on skills required for effective writing in a variety of contexts, with emphasis on the personal essay and also including introductory use of a variety of research skills." We will focus heavily on writing—particularly the writing process—but I also hope that you learn how to read, think, and critique in a manner that will serve you well in 1102 and beyond. Toward this end, we will be writing two-to-three drafts of four essays (listed below), reviewing and discussing each other's work, reading and debating outside authors' work, and watching and discussing relevant lectures (specifically, TED talks) and documentaries.

Grading system/scale:
Participation/informal writing – 20%

A: 90-100





Personal narrative (3-5 p.) – 20%

B: 80-89





Persuasive essay (3-5 p.) – 20%

C: 70-79





Research paper (6-8 p.) – 20%

D: 60-69





Food paper (3-5 p.) – 20%


F: 59 or below

(Note: Grades are non-negotiable. Do not campaign or fight for grades.)

Participation: Participation is paramount to the effectiveness of our discussions and accounts for 10% of your grade. You should come to class every day having done the assigned reading, with comments and/or questions ready to share. Frequently for students who are on the fence between two grades, the tiebreaker winds up being how often they participated in class. (Note: Enthusiasm is encouraged, but not to the point of rudeness. Please raise a hand whenever possible and be respectful of your classmates. Students who are particularly disruptive will be marked absent that day.)

Informal writing/pop quizzes: Informal writing includes but is not limited to reading responses, outlines, rough drafts, collected in-class writing, and pop quizzes. I will give pop quizzes throughout the semester to ensure that you all are reading. Usually these quizzes will consist of five simple questions that are easy to answer if you've read closely.

Reading responses: For most of the readings, I will ask you to type a short (½ to 1-page) response to turn in the following class. These responses should reflect not only that you read the essay carefully, but that you put some thought into both the piece/issue and your response.

Peer review: On days that your first drafts are due (tentatively 9/2, 9/23, 10/28 & 11/23), you should bring four (4) hard copies to class so that your peers can read and critique your work. (I realize that ink and paper are often in short supply, so feel free to change the font size/color, print on both sides, etc.) On these days, you will organize yourselves into groups of four and take turns passing out your work. Each student will read his/her essay aloud while the others follow along—making notes—and then each member of the group will give the student constructive, spoken and written feedback on his/her work. Please be fair, thoughtful, and honest in your feedback, but not honest to the point of cruelty.

Attendance: Daily attendance is mandatory. Each student is allowed a total of three (3) absences for any reason. (No need for excuses, doctor's notes, etc.) After that, each absence will lower the student’s participation grade by a full letter grade. Use your absences wisely and please e-mail me if you don't know exactly what you missed/should be working on. Barring extreme circumstances, I reserve the right to fail any student who misses six or more classes.

Tardiness: Come to class on time every day. Two tardies = one absence. If you know that you're going to arrive late or leave early and you have a legitimate reason to do so, please notify me ahead of time.

Revision: One of the things I want to stress this semester is that writing is a process. A major component of that process is revision—therefore, students are strongly encouraged (but not required) to revise any two of the first three papers. These revisions must be turned in within one week of the original due date; once submitted, the revised grade will be averaged with the original. (Note: Submitting a revision does not guarantee a higher grade—especially if the revision is a lazy or sloppy effort.)

Late work: Papers are to be typed (double-spaced and in the proper MLA format), stapled, and turned in at the start of class on the due date. Late papers—including those submitted after class on the due date—will be docked five (5) points for every day that they're late.

Page requirements: When I say three pages, I mean three, not two-and-a-quarter or two-and-a-half. Same goes for four, five, or six pages. It's nearly impossible to achieve an A on a paper if you don't meet these requirements. (Note: Intentionally or accidentally narrowing your margins will be viewed as an act of academic dishonesty and will adversely affect your grade.)

Plagiarism/Academic Dishonesty: Don't do it. The Honor Code defines plagiarism as "presenting as one's own work the words or ideas of an author or fellow student. Students should document quotes through quotation marks and footnotes or other accepted citation methods. Ignorance of these rules concerning plagiarism is not an excuse. When in doubt, students should seek clarification from the professor who made the assignment." Section 3.01 of the Academic Affairs Handbook elaborates other examples of academic dishonesty and outlines disciplinary procedures and appeals for academic misconduct. Submitting the same paper in two different courses constitutes academic dishonesty. Plagiarism is not tolerated at GCSU; any student found guilty of willful plagiarism or dishonesty will fail the assignment and the course. Students must submit their final three papers to TurnItIn.com.

Etiquette: Please silence or (better yet) turn off your cell phones during class. Close your laptops unless I've instructed otherwise. These gadgets are distracting and detract from a healthy learning environment. I'm not going to read or send text messages while you're speaking, and I expect the same respect from you.

Statement of Equal Opportunity: If you have a disability that affects your progress as a student in this class, please meet with me to discuss how we can create the most helpful environment. For significant accommodations, an official letter from GCSU documenting the disability will be necessary. All discussions will be confidential.

Fire drill: In the event of a fire alarm signal, students should exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. First and second-floor classes should exit through ground level exits; third-floor classes through nearest stairwell to a ground level exit. Do not use elevator. Third-floor stairwells are areas where disabled people may communicate with rescue workers. Be familiar with the floor plan and exits of this building.

Writing Center (Lanier 209): The Writing Center is a tremendous resource, especially for freshmen making the adjustment to college-level writing. No reservation is necessary, and their consultants will help you at any stage of the writing process, from brainstorming to revision and all parts in-between. They are open Monday through Friday; call 445-3370 or e-mail writingcr@gcsu.edu for more information.

myCATS: I use myCATS frequently to post readings and links (in the Links section) as well as assignments and essay prompts (in the Files section). I suggest you check it at least once a week—to do so, log onto myCATS, click on the Student tab, My Courses, and ENGL 1101. Links and Files are on the left. If an essay is listed on the class schedule without a page number, it is most likely a handout/link.

Tentative Class Schedule:

AUGUST

Tue. 8/17:
Introductions—to each other, the course, Things You Can Do, Ten Steps



HW:
Read Alexie (“Superman and Me”), Lamott (“Shitty First Drafts”), Dixon 



(“Listening or Waiting to Talk?”) & Ch. 1 in Writing and Revising

Thu. 8/19:
Discuss readings; introduce the Personal Narrative & Six Fundamentals



HW:
Read Sedaris (“Journey Into Night,” “The Way We Are,” “Let It Snow”) & Ch. 4 in 


Writing and Revising; write down five (5) distinct moments from your life that might be 


worth discussing



***NOTE: Fri. 8/20 is the last day to drop a course without fee penalty****

Tue. 8/24:
Discuss readings (purpose & involvement); in-class brainstorming



HW:
Read Sedaris (“Us and Them”), Chabon (“Manhood for Amateurs”) & p. 105-112 in 


Writing and Revising; choose an experience to write about in your personal narrative

Thu. 8/26:
Discuss readings (details & specifics); in-class writing (details & specifics)



HW:
Read Sedaris (“Letting Go”), Chabon (“Secret Skin”) & p. 69-82 in Writing and 


Revising; type outline of personal narrative & start writing

Tue. 8/31:
Discuss readings (focus & organization); in-class writing (bring laptops)



HW:
Finish 1st draft of personal narrative; read The Oatmeal's how-to guides & p. 143-


145 in Writing and Revising

SEPTEMBER

Thu. 9/2:
1st draft of narrative due (4 copies) – peer review; start Man on Wire (narrative doc)



HW:
Start revising personal narrative based on class comments; read Ch. 8 in 



Writing and Revising

Tue. 9/7:
One-on-one feedback; in-class revision (bring laptops)



HW:
Complete final draft of personal narrative

Thu. 9/9:
Final draft of narrative due; introduce Personal Persuasive Essay; finish Man on Wire



HW:
Read Newman (“I Do. Not.” – 60), Warner (“This Mess” – 333) & Dowd (“Blue Is 


the New Black”); write down five (5) unique/controversial opinions you hold

Tue. 9/14:
Discuss readings; in-class brainstorming (controversy test); watch Gilbert's TED talk



HW:
Read Brooks (“People Like Us” – 67), Harris (“Cuteness” – 134) & Fairman 



(“The Case Against Banning the Word 'Retard'” – handout); choose argument for 



persuasive essay

Thu. 9/16:
Discuss readings; in-class writing (listing/organizing evidence); watch Robinson's TED talk



HW:
Read Kohn (“From Degrading to De-grading” – 472), Gatto (“Against School” – 


506) & Ch. 10 in Writing and Revising; type outline of persuasive essay & start writing

Tue. 9/21:
Discuss readings; in-class writing (laptops)

HW:
Finish 1st draft of persuasive essay

Thu. 9/23:
1st draft of persuasive essay due – peer review; start RiP: A Remix Manifesto (persuasive 


doc)



HW:
Start revising persuasive essay based on class comments

Tue. 9/28:
One-on-one feedback; in-class revision (bring laptops)



HW:
Complete final draft of persuasive essay

Thu. 9/30:
Final draft of persuasive essay due; introduce Research Paper; finish RiP



HW:
Write down five (5) questions you might want to answer in your research paper; 


complete online library tutorial & print quiz results; read Ch. 3 in Writing and Revising

OCTOBER

Tue. 10/5:
Library day (research); locate five potential sources; conference sign-up

HW:
Decide which question you want to answer in your research paper; read Ch. 11 in Writing and Revising

Thu. 10/7:
Library day (orientation); locate three more sources; conference sign-up



HW:
Formulate thesis & type outline of research paper

Tue. 10/12:
FALL BREAK (No class)

Thu. 10/14:
No class (Conferences – research outlines due)



HW:
Read Schulte (“The Case of the Purloined Paper” – 524), Gabriel (“Lines on 



Plagiarism Blur for Students in Digital Age”) & Fish (“Plagiarism Is Not a Big Moral Deal”); 


start writing research paper



***NOTE: 10/14 is last day to drop a course or withdraw from ALL courses without 


academic penalty (unless previously assigned an "F" by instructor for absences)***

Tue. 10/19:
Discuss readings, outlines; in-class writing (bring laptops)



HW:
Finish first 3-4 pages of research paper

Thu. 10/21:
First 3-4 pages of research paper due (4 copies) – peer review



HW:
Continue working on research paper

Tue. 10/26:
One-on-one feedback; in-class writing (bring laptops)



HW:
Complete 1st draft of research paper

Thu. 10/28:
1st draft of research paper due (4 copies) – peer review; start Why We Fight (research 


doc)



HW: 
Start revising research paper based on class comments

NOVEMBER

Tue. 11/2:
One-on-one feedback; in-class revision (bring laptops)



HW:
Complete final draft of research paper

Thu. 11/4:
Final draft of research paper due; introduce Food Paper; finish Why We Fight

HW:
Read Pollan (“Big Organic” – 174) & Prose (“The Wages of Sin” – 197); write 
down five (5) foods you feel strongly about & why

Tue. 11/9:
Discuss readings, film; in-class brainstorming

HW:
Read Fagone (“In Gorging, Truth” – 204) & Knapp (“Add Cake, Subtract Self-
Esteem” – 217)

Thu. 11/11:
Discuss readings; in-class writing (specifics/details); watch Gladwell's TED talk

HW:
 Read Gladwell (“The Ketchup Conundrum” – handout) & Grescoe (“Mate de Coca” – 235); type outline of food paper

Tue. 11/16:
Discuss readings; in-class writing (bring laptops)



HW:
Read Schwartz-Nobel (“America's Wandering Families” – 249)

Thu. 11/18:
Discuss reading; start Food Inc. (food doc)



HW:
Complete 1st draft of food paper

Tue. 11/23:
1st draft of food paper due (4 copies) – peer review; finish Food Inc.



HW:
Start revising food paper based on class comments

Thu. 11/25:
THANKSGIVING (No class)

Tue. 11/30:
One-on-one feedback/in-class revision (bring laptops)



HW:
Complete final draft of food paper

DECEMBER

Thu. 12/2:
Final draft of food paper due



HW:
Have a great break!

Wed. 12/8:
FINAL EXAM (2:00-4:45 pm)

(Note: Class schedule is subject to change as instructor sees fit.)

