Course Syllabus

English 1101-20 – English Composition I

Tues. & Thurs. 2:00-3:15

Georgia College and State University

Fall 2010

Instructor: Zachary Burkhart

Office: Arts and Sciences 153

Office Hours: 1:00-2:00 Tues. & Thurs. and by appointment

Email: zachary.burkhart@gcsu.edu
Course Statement:


Technology is taking over: libraries are moving towards digital catalogues, exercise video games can be purchased on the internet, telephones are correcting our spelling.  Still, with so much of the human element taken away from the equation, there are limits to robots behind our communication.  It is still the charge of every student to be able to collect and record their thoughts in an organized and coherent fashion regardless of their academic pursuits.  In this class we will be learning about the fundamentals of college level composition as well as the elements that make up quality writing outside of the school walls.

Course Objectives:

· Acquire and sharpen methods of writing which produce organized and clear scholarly writing

· Acquire the skills to dissect and produce works of a professional nature

· Acquire intuitive analyzing and researching skills

· Participate in productive critiquing and group revision

· Build a volume of writing which is respected by both you and your peers

Texts and Materials:

Required:

· Miller, James S. Acting out Culture: Reading and Writing. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin’s, 2008.

· Kennedy, X. J., Dorothy M. Kennedy, and Marcia F. Muth. Writing and Revising: A Portable Guide. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin's, 2007.

· Lunsford, Andrea A. EasyWriter: A Pocket Reference. 4th ed. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin's, 2009.

Evaluation:

· 4 Essays (Totaling 400 points) (4 pages for 50 points, 5 pages for 75, 5 pages for 75, and 7 pages for 100)

· Writing Journal/class participation/material quizzes (a collective 100 points)

· 500 points can be earned in this class

Grades:


You will be evaluated by a points system that is broken down into different categories.  Each essay will be different so different grading criteria will be used for each assignment such as thesis construction, originality, comprehension of the material, and grammar.  Also, with the exception of the final essay, each assignment will be able to be revised once for an average of the grades from both the orginial and the revised.


All assignments must be word processed, use Times New Roman font (or something similar), conform to MLA documentation guidelines, and all assignments must be given to me as a hard copy on the day they are due.
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism:


As a student of an academic facility, it is your responsibility to adhere to a heightened level of discipline and integrity.  Plagiarism is a direct violation of the Honor Code of GCSU and no violations will be tolerated.  If you are caught using material that isn’t original or cited by the original source you will receive a failing grade for the assignment and further disciplinary measures may be taken if necessary.

Attendance:


I will be working off of the standard three absence grace formula.  You get three unexcused absences before your grade is affected.  After that, you will receive a full letter grade deduction for each additional absence.  I reserve the right to mark those who walk in late as an absence.  We are here to get work done and we can’t be waiting on individuals who couldn’t roll out of bed fifteen minutes early.

Late work:


It is essential that you have your work finished on time.  A great deal of our work will be discussed openly in class so please don’t waste our valuable time coming unprepared.  Major research papers will receive a letter grade deduction for each day they are late; minor response papers and assignments will simply not be accepted.

Library:

Though we all love the internet so, the library will still stand as our compass rose of research.  We will spend some class time finding material and learning the ropes with the library staff who will make our lives easier.

Writing Center:


It is my job to make you better writers, but there are other individuals who are just as talented and eager to lend you a hand.  The tutors of the writing center provide an individualized feedback and guidance service free of charge.  Remember they aren’t there to simply fix our bad grammar.  If you are stuck for ideas, interested in different styles of writing, or simply want a second opinion, they are the ones to see.

Statement of Equal Opportunity:


In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability that affects your progress as a student in this class, please meet with me so we may discuss how to create an environment in which you can best learn.  Your notification will be kept confidential.

Cellular Phones:


Turn them off.  If the call is that important they will leave a message.  Texting will result in a rubber band in the eye and/or I get to send the next text to whomever you were messaging.  You have been warned.

In case of fire, leave the building through the nearest exit and stay together as a group so I can take roll call.  I think by this point you can or have survived a fire drill.  We are simply required to state this.

Tentative Schedule

Week 1 August

T 17 – Introduction: I’ll say some stuff, and you’ll say some stuff

R19 – Starting the Routine – Reviewing the Basics – Homework – Read p.28, 39 Acting Out Culture

(Friday 20th – Last day to Drop Classes)

Week 2 

T 24 – In-class talk and writing – Homework – Chapter from the Kennedy Book

R 26 – Crafting the Argument, Narrative – Homework begin first paper

Week 3 September

T 31 – In class talk about writing and your Papers

R 2 – Finishing off story Telling - Narrative Paper Due, Homework p. 60, 67 in AOC

Week 4

T 7 – Talkin’ about people, talkin’ about us – Homework – Chapter from Kennedy Book

R 9 – Photos and how to say things without Words – Homework p. 150 AOC

Week 5

T 14 – More of the exposed world, Online: what we see - Begin Next “Origins of an Argument” Paper –Homework – Read a chapter from the Kennedy Book

R 16 – In-class discussion: the good sentence v. the bad sentence – Homework – p. 134 AOC

Week 6

T 21 – In-class discussion: Our Programming 

R 23 – In-class discussion: Who’s a communist? “Origins of an Argument” paper Due
Week 7 

T 28 – Finding ourselves – Homework – p. 109, 144 AOC

R 30 – Patriarchy, Patriarchy, Patriarchy

Week 8 October

T 5 – Meetings

R 7 – Meetings - Midterm - Homework – 290 AOC
Week 9

T 12 – Where the Socialists be hiding – Homework – 326 AOC – Start 3rd Esssay
R 14 – Ideas in Class – Homework – Read a chapter from Kennedy (Last day to Drop classes without penalty)
Week 10

T 19 – Back on the Paper Trail – Homework – 349 AOC
R 21 – More on the work of the day - Homework – 484 AOC
Week 11  

T 26 – What We done Talked about
R 28 – As we look at the finish - Third Essay Due
Week 12 – November

T 2 – Gearing Up for the Culmination of the class
R 4– Presenting of the topics, methods, and methods of research
Week 13

T 9 – Working on the Final Paper – Topics, research, beginnings

R 11 – Library Day, Meet up and start to get sources together – Homework – 2 source Annotated Bibliography

Week 14 

T 16 – Back in the Classroom, In-class Discussion - Annotated Bibliography due – Homework 197 AOC

R 18 – In-class discussion, keep working on that paper

Week 15 

T 23 – Peer Review, last comments before the break

R 25 – It’s Thanksgiving, go give thanks.

Week 16 – Finals!!

We will discuss what will happen these days, Research Paper Due
