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Syllabus for ENG1101.141
TR 9:30-10:45am

A&S164

Instructor Information

Nathan Hauser

e-mail: nathan_hauser@ecats.gcsu.edu
Office Hours: 11am-12pm TR (in Books & Brew until further notice)
Required Texts
Miller, James S. Acting out Culture: Reading and Writing. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin’s, 2008. ISBN-13: 978-0-312-45416-6
Kennedy, X. J., Dorothy M. Kennedy, and Marcia F. Muth. Writing and Revising: A Portable Guide. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin's, 2007. ISBN-13: 978-0-312-45458-6

Lunsford, Andrea A. EasyWriter: A Pocket Reference. 4th ed. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin's, 2009.  ISBN-13: 978-0-312-65031-5

Course Objectives

The university lists these goals for the course:

As a result of taking ENGL 1101, students will be able:
* To acquire an ability to write organized, clear, correct, and purposeful prose;
* To understand the principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis;
* To acquire sensitivity to written and oral language as a means of understanding how we relate as individuals to the larger community;
* To grasp the essential nature of research and how to synthesize research in writing so that the insights and documentation are logical and clear;
* To understand through the use of textual models how writing and reading are means for connecting the writer to contemporary culture and its diverse problems and conditions.

Assignments

In order to achieve the goals of the course, the student will be responsible for four essays (all of which excepting the final research paper will require a rough draft turned in with the finished paper as proof of revision) as well as consistent attendance and participation in class discussions.

The first essay will be a short, personal paper based on the in-class viewing of the documentary Who the #$&% is Jackson Pollock? The essay will be 3-5 pages in length.
The second essay will be based on the readings from Acting out Culture. The student will choose one piece from the chapter “How we Watch” to summarize and evaluate. This essay will also be 3-5 pages in length.
The third essay will be 4-6 pages and will require the student to investigate an issue raised by the readings from Acting out Culture by finding an article or published paper outside of the course materials and summarizing and evaluating its argument. 

The fourth and final paper will be a research paper in which the student will be required to choose a current event for in-depth investigation which will be approved by the instructor beforehand. Using at least four outside sources the student must investigate multiple angles or opinions on the topic and present them along with original analysis. This paper will be 7-10 pages in length.

Essays will be graded on the following criteria:

1. Completion of the assignment as it was described.

2. Originality and sophistication of argument.

3. Proper use of grammar and punctuation.

Each class the student will be given a participation/preparedness grade based on a short answer written to a question posed at the beginning of class.

Grading

There will be a total of 400 points possible in the course.

Essay #1 = 50 points (revision = 20 points)

Essay #2 = 50 points (revision = 20 points)

Essay #3 = 75 points (revision = 25 points)

Essay #4 = 100 points

Participation/Preparedness = 60 points

Late assignments will be reduced by one full letter grade each day after the assigned due date with an automatic failing of the paper after three days.

Papers which do not make the length requirements will be considered unrevised (-20 points).

Attendance
In addition to losing participation points on days which you are absent, no more than three unexcused absences will be allowed. Each absence exceeding three will result in a lowering of the student’s final grade by 1/2 of a full letter grade. 

Plagiarism
Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any paper in which plagiarism occurs will be automatically given a zero and the instructor reserves the right to begin formal procedures as per university policy.

ASSISTANCE FOR STUDENT NEEDS RELATED TO DISABILITY: If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility.  Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements.  For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931
FIRE DRILLS: Fire drills will be conducted during the semester.  In the event of a fire alarm signal, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit.  Learn the floor plan and exits of the A & S Building.  Do not use elevators.  Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke.  Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life.  Assemble for a head count on front lawn main campus.

Detailed Course Schedule*
8/17       Introduction and Syllabus

8/19       Writing & Revising Ch. 1-3 (In-class viewing of Who the #$&% is Jackson Pollock?)
8/24       W&R Ch. 4 (Continue viewing in-class)

8/26       W&R Ch. 5-6 (Finish viewing in-class)

8/31       W&R Ch. 7-8 (Essay topics due for approval)

9/2         Essay #1 rough draft workshop

9/7         Essay #1 due

9/9         Acting out Culture Ch. 2 “How We Watch”
9/14       AoC Ch. 2
9/16       AoC Ch. 2
9/21       AoC Ch. 2 (Essay #2 topics due)
9/23       AoC Ch. 6 “How We Learn”
9/28       AoC Ch. 6
9/30       AoC Ch. 6
10/5       Essay #2 workshop

10/7       Essay #2 due

10/12     Fall Break

10/14     AoC Ch. 1 “How We Believe” (Last day to drop) 

10/19     AoC Ch. 1
10/21     AoC Ch. 1
10/26     TBA (Essay #3 topics due)

10/28     TBA (possible library research day)

11/2       Essay #3 workshop

11/4       Essay #3 due

11/9       AoC Ch. 5 “How We Fight”
11/11     AoC Ch. 5
11/16     AoC Ch. 5
11/18     AoC Ch. 5 (Essay #4 topics due)

11/23     AoC Ch. 5
11/25    Thanksgiving Break

11/30    Class pick from AoC
12/2      Class pick from AoC
12/9      Final essay due at time of the final

*This schedule is subject to change. Any changes will be announced to the class both in class and through e-mail in advance.
