 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1English Composition 1101 Section 8
Fall 2010 Syllabus
Instructor: Abby Hogelin

Meeting Times: MW 2:00-3:15, Chappell 105

Office: Arts & Sciences 1-53

Office Hours: T 1-2, R 10-12, and by appointment

Office Phone: 445-2013

E-mail: abby.hogelin@gcsu.edu

Course Description: English 1101 is meant to help students write better papers, think clearer thoughts, organize those thoughts coherently, get your point across, etc. We aim to do so by reading essays by established authors and practicing our own writing skills. You’ve written in high school, and may have done very well. You will not be doing any high school writing in this class. (Read: No five paragraph essays.) We’re going to move beyond obvious points and apply real critical thinking to big subjects. We’ll be developing clear thesis statements and following through with well-organized, thoughtful, and proofread papers. 
Course Goals: As a result of taking ENGL 1101, students will be able to

$ 
Acquire an ability to write organized, clear, correct, and purposeful prose;

$ 
Understand the principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis;

$ 
Acquire sensitivity to written and oral language as a means of understanding how we relate as individuals to the larger community;

$ 
Grasp the essential nature of research and how to synthesize research in writing so that the insights and documentation are logical and clear;

$ 
Understand through the use of textual models how writing and reading are means for connecting the writer to contemporary culture and its diverse problems and conditions.

Required Texts:

Miller, James S. Acting out Culture: Reading and Writing. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin’s, 2008. ISBN-13: 978-0-312-45416-6

Kennedy, X. J., Dorothy M. Kennedy, and Marcia F. Muth. Writing and Revising: A Portable Guide. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin's, 2007. ISBN-13: 978-0-312-45458-6

Lunsford, Andrea A. EasyWriter: A Pocket Reference. 4th ed. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin's, 2009.  ISBN-13:978-0-312-65031-5

Marks, John. Reasons to Believe: One Man’s Journey Among the Evangelicals and the Faith He Left Behind. New York: Harper, 2008. ISBN-978-0-06-083277-3 (To be Determined)
Additional handouts provided by instructor
Assignments: 

The following four major essays will be due over the course of the semester:

$ 
Personal Narrative (3-5 pages)

$ 
Analysis (4-5 pages)

$ 
Comparison/ Contrast (5-6 pages)

$ 
Research (6-8 pages)

Journal:

You will also be required to keep a journal for informal in-class and out-of-class writing assignments and reading responses. I will take these up periodically and grade them using a T,T+, or T-. Bring your journal to class every day.

Class Participation: Come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings. Please respect the opinions of your classmates and do not talk over one another. Disruptive and disrespectful behavior will significantly hurt your daily participation grade. Texting, sleeping, or a ringing cell phone will result in an absence for the day.   

Grade Distribution and Scale: 








Personal Narrative                                       15%


A 90-100

Analysis                                                       20%


B 80-89

Comparison/Contrast                                   20%


C 70-79

Research                      

         30% 


D 60-69

Participation, Peer Work, Journal Entries   15%


F  0-59
Note: Grades are not negotiable.

Late Work: All assignments must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day they are due. Late papers will be penalized one letter grade for each day they are late. Papers turned in after class has begun will be considered late. Papers that do not meet the length requirement will be penalized 1/3 of a letter grade per page. I will not accept papers via e-mail. 
Attendance Policy: No more than 3 absences are allowed for the semester. Any additional absence will most likely result in an F for the course. Excessive tardiness will not be allowed. Three tardies (more than 15 minutes late) equal one (1) absence. You are required to have two conferences with me during the semester. Failure to come at your scheduled time counts as an absence. 
Writing Center: All students are encouraged to visit the Writing Center, located in Lanier 209, for help with their papers. Writing Center consultants are trained to help you in such areas as focus, purpose, organization, specifics, and details. They can also help you with MLA source documentation. 
MLA Citation: All papers using outside sources must be documented in MLA style. If you have any questions about proper MLA source citation, consult your EasyWriter or go to the following website: www.dianahacker.com/resdoc
GCSU Honor Code: Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Depending on the severity of the offense, plagiarized work can result in an F for the assignment or the course. Please refer to the GCSU Honor Code for definitions and penalties of plagiarism: http://www.gcsu.edu/studentlife/handbook/code.htm
Assistance for Student Needs Related To Disability: If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility.  Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements. For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.

Fire Drills: Fire drills will be conducted during the semester. In the event of a fire alarm signal, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit.  Learn the floor plan and exits of Chappell Hall. Do not use elevators. Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke. Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life. Assemble for a head count on front lawn main campus. 

Course Schedule-Subject to Change

Be prepared to discuss readings on the day they are assigned.

M 8/16: Course introduction, syllabus

W 8/18: hooks, “Learning in the Shadow of Race and Class” (AOC 515-522) Brooks, “People Like Us” (AOC 67-71) W&R Ch. 1
M 8/23: Miller, “The Ways We Don’t Converse Now” (AOC 594-605) “Frames of Reference” (AOC 123-132) W&R Ch. 2
W 8/25: Peer Review of Personal Narrative (Bring a complete rough draft to class)

M 8/30: Elliot, “The Perfect Voice” (AOC 644-652) W&R Ch. 3 Dickerson, “The Great White Way” (AOC 73-75)
W 9/1: Personal Narrative Essay Due 

M 9/6: No Class-Labor Day

W 9/8: Twitchell “Two Cheers for Materialism” (AOC 28-37) Frazier, “All Consuming Patriotism” (AOC 39-42) W&R Ch. 4
M 9/13: Johnson, “Unspeakable Conversations” (AOC 92-107) W&R Ch. 5
W 9/15: Knight, “Watch Me! Webcams and the Public Exposure of Private Lives” (AOC 150-156) Newman, “I Do. Not.: Why I Won’t Marry” (AOC 60-65) 

M 9/20: Vine, “Love and War in Cyberspace” (AOC 380-396) W&R Ch. 6  
W 9/22: Peer Review of Analysis Essay

M 9/27: Pollan, “Big Organic” (AOC 174-195) W&R Ch. 7 
W 9/29: Analysis Essay Due

M 10/4: Conferences

W 10/6: Conferences 

M 10/11: No Class-Fall Break

W 10/13: Knapp, “Add Cake, Subtract Self-Esteem” (AOC 217-230) Prose, “The Wages of Sin” (AOC 197-201) W&R Ch. 8
M 10/18: Schwartz-Nobel, “America’s Wandering Families” (AOC 249-261) Handout: excerpt from Growing Up Empty W&R Ch. 9
W 10/20: Peer Review Compare & Contrast Essay

M 10/25: DePalma, “Fifteen Years on the Bottom Rung” (AOC 312-324) Warner, “This Mess” (AOC 333-341) W&R Ch. 10
W 10/27: Compare & Contrast Essay Due 

M 11/1: “Against School” (AOC 506-513) W&R Ch. 11 to page 218  

W 11/3:Quart, “The Baby Genius Edutainment Complex” (AOC 450-469) & Chesterton, “Tommy and the Traditions” (handout)
M 11/8: TBA
W 11/10: Kozol, “Preparing Minds for Markets” (AOC 530-540) Kohn, “From Degrading to De-grading” (AOC 472-481)
M 11/15: TBA
W 11/17: Schulte, “The Case of the Purloined Paper” (AOC 524-528) Berube, “Reasonable Disagreements” (AOC 484-502)

M 11/22: Peer Review Research Paper

W 11/24: No Class- Thanksgiving Break

M 11/29: Conferences 

W 12/1: Conferences 

M 12/6: Research Paper Due/ In-class reflection assignment

