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English 1101: English Composition I, Fall 2010
Section 15, Parkhurst 126, TR 9:30-10:45 

Instructor: Matthew Jurak
Email: matthew.jurak@gcsu.edu
Phone: (478) 445-2013
Office: Arts & Sciences 1-53
Office Hours: T 11-12, R 11-12, or by appointment

Required Texts
Kennedy, Kennedy, and Muth: Writing and Revising
Lunsford: Easy Writer, 4th Edition
Miller: Acting Out Culture

Required Journal
Standard Composition Book: 9.75 x. 7.5, Wide Rule, 100 Sheets.  Available at Office Max for 50 cents.

Course Objectives
The successful English 1101 student will leave this class knowing…
· How to write clear, correct, organized, and purposeful prose.
· How to apply the principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis.
· How written and oral language connect us to the larger community.
· How to synthesize research in writing so that its insights and documentation are logical and clear.
· How writing and reading are means for connecting the writer to contemporary culture and its diverse problems and conditions.

Grade Breakdown
· Journal (10%): Beginning August 23, you are responsible for keeping a reflection journal in which you use writing to comment upon and make sense of your interactions with the world (what you see, what you think, what you hear, what you feel, what you read, etc).  This journal should not be a record of daily events, but a notebook of reactions and musings.  Think of it as a thought book.  Each entry must be at least one page in length; four entries or more a week will earn an “A,” three a “B,” 2 a “C,” and one a “D.”
· Narrative Essay (15%): In this 4-6 page essay, your goal is to narrate an episode from your own life that somehow changed your worldview.  This essay will be drafted and revised
· Summary and Evaluation (20%): In this 4-6 page essay, your goal is to read an essay from AOC we haven’t yet covered in class, summarize its main arguments, evaluate them, and provide your own opinion. This essay will be drafted and revised.
· Concepts Essay (25%): In this 5-6 page essay, your goal is to find an essay in AOC that uses a broad concept in a way you don’t agree with, summarize the way the concept is presented in the essay, and argue, using at least two outside sources, one of which must be from a scholarly publication, how you see that concept acting in America today.  This essay will be drafted and revised.
· Research Paper (30%): In this 6-8 page essay, your goal is to identify a disputed issue, research what’s been said about it by valid sources, formulate a hypothesis from your research, and argue that hypothesis using the best of your research as supporting evidence.  You must include at least four scholarly sources.  This essay will be drafted and revised.

Revision Policy
This class is based on the idea that writing is a process that takes time and effort.  Complete rough drafts are mandatory, but the grade you receive on them is only a baseline.  Your final grade for any paper will be the one you receive on the final draft: this grade will never be lower than the one you received on the rough draft, but, if you don’t successfully address the paper’s issues, it may not be higher.  Revision itself does not guarantee a higher grade.

Attendance Policy
You are allowed three absences throughout the semester; for every absence beyond three, I will deduct half a letter-grade from your final grade.  If you are absent the day a paper is due, the paper is due regardless and will be treated as late if not handed in by another student or emailed to me by the beginning of class.

Technology Policy
Shut your cell phones off during class and stow them out of sight.  Anyone texting in class will be considered absent for the day.  You may use your laptops only on designated days, of which I’ll inform you in advance.  Anyone on a social networking site (Facebook, MySpace, etc) during class will be considered absent for the day and lose their laptop privileges for the remainder of the course. 

Late Work
All papers are due at the beginning of class.  For every day a paper is late, I will deduct half a letter-grade from the paper grade.

Paper Formatting and Length
All papers must be formatted according to MLA style and adhere to:
· 12-point Times New Roman font
· Double-Spacing
· 1-inch margins
If your paper does not extend at least halfway down the minimum page requirement, I will deduct one third of a letter-grade for that page and every previous page that follows suit.



Plagiarism
Plagiarizing is passing off the words or ideas of another as your own.  To avoid accidental plagiarism, always cite your sources.  If you have any confusion as to what constitutes plagiarism, ask me.  GCSU has a zero tolerance policy for willful plagiarism: offenders will fail the course.  

The Writing Center
Located in 209 Lanier, The Writing Center is staffed five days a week by graduate consultants who can help you with every step of the writing process.  I strongly encourage you to use this free service; be aware, however, that consultants will not proofread your paper for grammar and spelling mistakes.

Assistance for Students with Disability-Related Needs
If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility.  Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements.  For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in the Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931. 

Fire Drills 
Fire drills will be conducted during the semester.  In the event of a fire alarm signal, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit.  Learn the floor plan and exits of Parkhurst.  Do not use elevators.  Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke.  Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life.  Assemble for a head count street-side outside Parkhurst.

Schedule: Subject to Change

	Date
	In Class
	Homework
	Due

	
	
	
	

	T: August 17
	Syllabus
	Dickson Handout
AOC 92-107
Kennedy Chapter 4
	

	R: August 19
	Narrative Essay Generating Ideas
	D’Agata Handout
AOC 235-247 
	

	
	
	
	

	T: August 24
	Details & Specifics
	Kennedy Chapter 3
	

	R: August 26
	Critical Thinking
Propaganda
	AOC 60-65
AOC 67-71
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	In Class
	Homework
	Due

	
	
	
	

	T: August 31
	Handling Controversy
	
	

	R: September 2
	Peer Review
	AOC 174-194
	Narrative Essay Draft

	
	
	
	

	T: September 7
	Summarizing
	Kennedy Chapter 5
AOC 368-378
	

	R: September 9
	Thesis & Organization
	Kennedy Chapter 6
	

	
	
	
	

	T: September 14
	Drafting
	AOC 109-112
AOC 114-121
	Narrative Essay Revision

	R: September 16
	Counterarguments
	
	

	
	
	
	

	T: September 21
	Peer Review
	Kennedy Chapter 7
AOC 628-642
	Summary & Evaluation Draft

	R: September 23
	Developing
	
	

	
	
	
	

	T: September 28
	Library Day (Tentative)
	Kennedy Chapter 8
AOC 312-324
	Journals Collected

	R: September 30
	Keeping it Fresh
 Revision
	
	

	
	
	
	

	T: October 5
	Conferences
	Handouts TBA
Kennedy Chapter 10
	Summary & Evaluation Revision

	R: October 7
	Arguments
Argument Letters
	
	

	
	
	
	

	T: October 12
	No Class
	
	No Class

	R: October 14
	Argument Letters
	AOC 400-416
AOC 419-426
	

	
	
	
	

	T: October 19
	Intro & Conclusion Bonanza
	
	

	R: October 21
	Peer Review
	AOC 380-396
	Concepts Essay Draft

	
	
	
	

	T: October 26
	Field Research
	
	

	R: October 28
	Documentary TBA
	
	

	
	
	
	

	T: November 2
	Documentary TBA
	
	Journals Collected

	R: November 4
	Documentary Discussion
	Kennedy Chapter 11
AOC 530-540
	Concepts Essay Revision

	
	
	
	

	T: November 9
	Integrating Sources
	Style Handouts TBA
	Research Topic & Question

	R: November 11
	Style Shopping
	Read Your Roots Handouts TBA
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	In Class
	Homework
	Due

	
	
	
	

	T: November 16
	Roots Discussion 
Group Research Work
	
	Research Source Page

	R: November 18
	Conferences 
	Conferences
	Research Outline

	
	
	
	

	T: November 23
	Peer Review
	
	Research Draft 

	R: November 25
	No Class
	No Class
	No Class

	
	
	
	

	T: November 30
	TBA
	TBA
	

	R: December 2
	TBA
	TBA
	Journals Collected

	
	
	
	

	T: December 7
	No Class
	No Class
	No Class

	R: December 9
	
	
	Research Revision 
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