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	English Composition 1101, Section 23                                         Fall 2010
Instructor: R. Marsom 
Meeting Times: TR 3:30-4:45
Arts and Sciences 351B
Office: Arts & Sciences 153    Office Hours:  TR 2-3 and by appointment
Email: rachel.marsom@gcsu.edu

	
	Please check your syllabus frequently.  It is subject to change.  


Course Description

As part of the Core Curriculum at Georgia College & State University, English Composition 1101 introduces students to the strategies and methods writers employ in writing effective essays and gives students opportunities to practice these strategies and methods in their writing.
Course Goals

· The course gives students a sense of the processes involved in creating meaningful, clear, and effective writing, including continual practice in brainstorming, pre-writing, drafting, and focusing for length and purpose.
· Instruction in the strategies and processes of revision as a way to achieve strong organization, sharp focus, effective specifics, meaningful detail, and clear purpose is a systematic and continuing part of the course.

· Instructors should promote an awareness among students that writing methods, strategies, and processes acquired in Composition 1101 will transfer to other writing arenas, such as other courses and other disciplines.
Required Texts

Kennedy, X.J., Dorothy M. Kennedy, and Marcia F. Muth.  Writing and Revising: A Portable Guide. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007

Lunsford, Andrea A.  Easy Writer: A Pocket Reference 3rd ed.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2009.  
Marks, John. Reasons to Believe. New York: Harper Perennial, 2009.
Miller, James S. Acting Out Culture: Reading and Writing. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008.

You are also responsible for any additional readings that I have given you via handout or email.  Always bring a hard copy of the assigned text to class.

Also, consider this syllabus to be a textbook, and bring it to class EVERY DAY!

Grading

Assignments in English 1101 will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

· “A” work is excellent work that fulfills assignment criteria with exceptional skill, quality, style, persuasiveness, or sophistication

· “B” work is good work that meets assignment criteria

· “C” work is acceptable work that meets assignment criteria but contains notable flaws in planning, drafting, revising, etc.
· “D” work is poor work that does not meet assignment criteria

· “F” work is poor work filled with numerous severe flaws

Figure your grade on the familiar 100-point scale: 90-100 is A, 80-89 is B, 70-79 is C, 60-69 is D, 59 and lower is F.  Remember that grades are NOT NEGOTIABLE!
Assignments

· Reading:  During the semester we will read a variety of texts. You, as an individual, will also research and read sources to support an eight to ten page research paper. Reading assignments may involve various response activities--for instance, summaries, critiques, self-evaluations, quizzes, reaction writing about specific questions, and so on.

· Writing:  During the semester expect to write both in and out of class. 

 + In-class Writing may range from brief paragraphs to complete essay drafts of two to three pages each.  

+ Out-of-Class Writing will involve drafting and revision to produce the following:

	1 personal narrative (3-5 pages)
	15%

	1 analysis essay (3-5 pages)
	15%

	1 comparison/contrast essay (4-6 pages)
	20%

	1 annotated bibliography
	5%

	1 persuasive research paper (8-10 pages)
	30%

	Classwork assessment: reflection papers, quizzes, homework, participation in class discussions and group activities, peer editing
	15%

	Total
	100%


The first version of each essay will be discussed in workshops, and I will comment on your writing in conference.  You then will revise this essay into a final draft, often working through several versions, using the suggestions you received as a starting point for the final version.  


Class Procedures:  For every class period, there will be reading assignments. We will discuss and/or write about these texts in detail, so be sure to read them and annotate carefully, so bring your textbook to class each day.

For many class periods, you will have a homework assignment. Homework will be graded on a √+, √, and √- basis.  Generally, homework and in-class writing assignments will move you up or down about half a letter grade.  That is, if most of your homework is √+, then they'll help you if you're close to the next higher grade.  If many are √-, and you're "between grades," you'd probably receive the lower grade for the class.  Average homework, marked with a √, will keep you about the same.  I strongly, strongly recommend that you put a lot of time and effort into your homework assignments--and in the end, it will help you construct better writing projects.  

HOMEWORK MUST BE TYPED AND TURNED IN THE DAY IT IS DUE. 

I ONLY ACCEPT HARD COPIES—NO EMAILED HOMEWORK WILL BE GRADED.
Late Writing Projects

Do not turn your essays or writing projects in late, unless you negotiate with me BEFORE the due date--NEVER on the same day the assignment is due. Writing projects that are late will be marked down 10 points for each day they are late. As with the attendance policy, I will not vary on deducting for late writing projects, no matter what "excuse" you might have.

Attendance

English 1101 heavily depends on classroom activities--workshops, discussions and brainstorming sessions, impromptu writing, group preparation for writing assignments -- so your attendance is very important.  When you miss class, you not only miss information important to your success, but you jeopardize the collaborations among students that this course depends on: part of the class goes missing with you. If you miss too many class sessions, your grade will be lowered.

Your instructor will allow you three absences without penalty: save those for the unexpected or unavoidable.  Each unexcused absence beyond those three will cost you five percent of your overall course average.  While 5% doesn’t seem like much, missing only four extra class days over the semester drops you a full 20% -- two whole letter grades.  

If you are more than 15 minutes late to class, your instructor will count you absent for this class session. If you are 5-15 minutes late to class, your instructor will count this as being tardy. Being tardy three times will count as an absence.

Always, and this holds true for all of your classes, if you know that you’ll be absent, contact your teacher and ask about making-up any missed work and assignments.

If I’m absent: If I need to cancel class because my car broke down, or if I’m ill, etc., I will try to get someone to post a sign.  I also will try to email you all before class.  However, if you come to class and I’m not here by the time 15 minutes has elapsed, assume that class is cancelled.

Manuscript preparation: Please consider every piece of writing you do for this class to be "public property."  We will discuss your writing in both large and small groups.  Several times during the semester, you will be asked to duplicate your writing project for your writing groups. ALL VERSIONS of ALL writing projects, even homework assignments, must be typed, double-spaced.  Do not use binders or cover sheets unless I have specified one as part of the assignment. 

The public nature of class writing and discussions: Part of becoming a good writer is learning to appreciate the ideas and criticisms of others, and in this course our purpose is to come together as a writing community.  Remember that you will often be expected to share your writing with others, so avoid writing about things that you may not be prepared to subject to public scrutiny, or things you feel so strongly about that you are unwilling to listen to perspectives other than your own.  This does not mean that you are not entitled to an opinion but that you adopt positions responsibly, contemplating the possible effect on others.  In particular, please do not write about any criminal activity that you have knowledge of—as a witness, as a victim or as a perpetrator. If you were to write about such activity, I may be legally required to report it to the authorities.

Plagiarism

All students are expected to abide by the requirements of the Georgia College & State University Honor Code as it applies to all academic work at the University. Failure to abide by the Honor Code will result in serious penalties. Plagiarism is a form of theft. It is grounds for failing the course.  Plagiarism occurs when a writer uses someone else’s phrasing, sentences, or distinctive insights without giving proper credit. Be sure to acknowledge your sources! In this age of downloadable papers, remember that turning in work that, in whole or in part, is not your own is also plagiarism.  When in doubt about quotation, citation, or acknowledgment of sources, see your instructor.

Disability Accommodations

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and GCSU's Policy. For Students with Disabilities that Affect Learning, if there is a student in this class who has a disability that may affect her learning and progress, please meet with me so we can discuss your particular needs. Notification will be kept confidential. Students with disabilities should also contact Mike Chambers, mike.chambers@gcsu.edu or 445-5931, at Disability Services in Maxwell Student Union 133.
Fire Drills

Fire drills will be conducted during the semester.  In the event of a fire alarm signal, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit.  Learn the floor plan and exits of the A & S Building.  Do not use elevators.  Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke.  Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life.  Assemble for a head count on front lawn main campus.

The Writing Center—Lanier 209
The goal of GCSU consultants is to help visitors acquire approaches, strategies, and attitudes toward writing that mean success, that result in clear, meaningful, powerful writing based on these fundamental things.  Accordingly, consultants ask visitors to engage in activities (e.g., writing lists of specifics related to their topics that they can insert into their writing) that promote successful writing.

Other notes: 
Please feel free to say anything you wish in class; I will.  At the same time, I will respect you as adults and will expect you to treat the others in the class the same way.  This might seem a minor point, but we will be doing a lot of commenting on each others' writing projects, and it's important to always be considerate as well as honest.  I call on everyone equally, whether you raise your hand or not, so know in advance that you will be expected to talk in class.  

Also, on a final and hopefully obvious note, cell phones need to be turned off before class.  I will allow you one freebie for an accidental ring, but after this you will be counted absent for making a disturbance.  Text-messaging will result in a request to leave the classroom and an absence.  
	Course Schedule

Instructor: Rachel Marsom

Please check your syllabus frequently. It is subject to change.
	

	Date
	What we’ll do in class
	Due Today

	Week 1
	Experiences with Writing


	


	8/17
Tues.
	Introductions:

· Students, places, expectations

· course description and objectives
	

	8/19
Thurs.


	In-Class Reading: Generation NeXT
In-class Writing: 

· Writing Sample
	● Purchase textbooks by this date to prepare for homework.

● Have reread syllabus on your own



	Week 2
	Rhetorical Devices/ Personal Narrative
	Due Today

	8/24
Tues
	Rhetorical Triangle/

Rhetorical Appeals
	● Writing Sample DUE!


	8/26

Thurs
	Reasons to Believe
	● 1 page reading response containing your initial reactions, general feelings, and ideas about the text
● Be ready to discuss the entire novel.

	Week 3
	Personal Narrative
	Due Today

	8/31
Tues
	How we believe
	● AOC p.4-7, Newman’s “I Do.Not: Why I Won’t Marry” p.60-65,  Johnson’s “Unspeakable Conversations” p. 92-107
● W&R p. 1-10

	9/2
Thurs
	Planning your Personal Narrative
	●AOC p. 86-89, Levy’s “Women and the Rise of Raunch Culture” p.144-147, Lamott’s “Shitty First Drafts” (emailed)
● W&R p. 11-26

	Week 4
	Personal Narrative
	Due Today

	9/6
Mon.
	LABOR DAY
	

	9/7
Tues
	Workshop Personal Narrative
	● W&R p. 137-154
●Rough Draft Personal Narrative

	9/9
Thurs
	TBA
	● Final Draft Personal Narrative

	Week 5
	Analysis
	Due Today

	9/14
Tues.
	Discuss learning outcomes and writing prompt
	

	9/16

Thurs.
	How we watch
	●AOC Harris “Cuteness” p. 134-143, Then & Now p. 148-149
Klein “Patriarchy Gets Funky” p. 114-122

	Week 6
	Analysis

	Due Today

	9/21
Tues
	How we watch
	● AOC Cusac “Watching Torture in Prime Time” p. 109-113, Dyson “Frames of Reference” p. 123-133

	9/23
Thurs.
	How we watch
	● AOC Knight “Watch Me! Webcams and the Public Exposure of Private Lives” p. 150-157

	Week 7
	Analysis

	Due Today

	9/28
Tues.
	TBAConference/Workshop
	● W&R p. 83-100

	9/30
Thurs.
	TBAConference/Workshop
	

	Week 8
	Comparison/Contrast

	Due Today

	10/5
Tues.
	How we eat-  Giving Thanks

p.263--#4
	●Final Analysis Essay Due
●AOC Prose “The Wages of Sin p. 197-203

	10/7
Thurs.
	Comparison/Contrast

	●AOC Fagone “In Gorging Truth” p. 204-216, Knapp “Add Cake, Subtract Self-Esteem” p. 217-231

	Week 9
	Comparison/Contrast

	Due Today

	10/12
Tues.
	NO CLASS
	●Enjoy your fall break!

	10/14
Thurs.
	Comparison/Contrast
	●AOC Grescoe “Mate de Coca: Never Say No” p. 235-248, Schwartz-Nobel “America’s Wandering Families” p. 249-262

	Week 10
	Comparison/Contrast

	Due Today

	10/19
Tues.
	Comparison/Contrast
	●AOC Pollan “Big Organic” p. 174-196

	10/21
Thurs.
	Workshop
	● Rough Draft of Comparison/Contrast due for Peer Review
● W&R 127-130

	Week 11
	Beginning Research

	Due Today

	10/26

Tues.
	Annotated Bibliography/ How to Research
	●Final Comparison/Contrast Essay Due

	10/28
Thurs.
	Library Trip (tentative—maybe next week)
	· W&R  41-52

· Email topic selection (as well as a clearly labeled backup choice) to me for approval by Friday. at 5 PM. 
********Failure to do so will result in a ZERO for the unit.

	Week 12
	Annotated Bibliography
	Due Today

	11/2

Tues.
	Annotated Bibliography/ How to Research
	● Make sure I have approved your topic by this date.

	11/4
Thurs.
	Annotated Bibliography/ How to Research
	● Bring your prospectus and 5 source citations with complete annotations.

	Week 13
	Annotated Bibliography – Topic Presentations
	Due Today

	11/9
Tues.
	Discussions of your proposal and research.
	● Keep researching. I’ll return your “roughs” by this day.

	11/11
Thurs.
	Discussions of your proposal and research.
	

	Week 14
	Writing Your Research Paper

	Due Today

	11/16
Mon.
	Converting your research into a final paper.
	●Final prospectus and annotated bibliography, complete with 10 citations/annotations

	11/18
Wed.
	Structuring your paper
	● W&R p. 190-218

	Week 15
	Persuasive Research Paper

	

	11/23
Tues.
	TBA
	

	11/25
Thurs.
	NO CLASS
	Recover from overeating turkey or tofurkey


	Week 16
	Persuasive Research Paper

	Due Today

	11/30
Tues.
	TBAConference/Workshop
	

	12/2
Thurs.
	TBAConference/Workshop
	●Full Length Draft of Research Paper

	Week 17
	FINALS WEEK

	Due Today

	
	Date TBA
	●Final Research Paper Due
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