ENGL 1101: Introduction to Composition 
Fall 2010, Three Semester Hours Credit CRN# 81384
TR 2:00-3:15 Arts &Sciences Building 3-68
No pre-requisites; ENGL 1101 counts in Core Area A.
Instructor: Brittany McClearen 
Office Hours: By appointment 
Cell: (229)326-1978

brittany_mcclearen@ecats.gcsu.edu
Emergency: Melinda Martin 445-4581
Writing Center, Lanier 209: 445-337

                                                Course Objectives
As a result of completing ENGL 1101, you will be able to:
-acquire an ability to write organized, clear, correct, and purposeful prose;
      -understand the principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis;
-acquire sensitivity to written and oral language as a means of understanding how we       relate as individuals to the larger community;
-grasp the essential nature of research and how to synthesize research in writing so that    the insights and documentation are logical and clear;
-understand through the use of textual models how writing and reading are means for      connecting the writer to contemporary culture and its diverse problems and conditions.
Texts: 
Writing and Revising: A Portable Guide 

ISBN 978-0-312-45458-6


Acting Out Culture



ISBN 978-0-312-45416-6


Reasons to Believe



ISBN 978-0-06-083277-3


Easy Writer [4th edition]


ISBN 978-0-312-65031-5 
Course Requirements: 

· 4 compositions and their revisions
80% (You must complete all four compositions to                                                                                  receive a passing grade)

· Attendance and participation      
10%

· Final Portfolio with reflective essay
10%

Grading Criteria for Compositions [University Profile System]: You will need to create college-level essays that

· use correct, idiomatic, grammatical standard English;
· present logical, focused discussions of the issues at hand; 
· employ evidence appropriately and effectively; 
· observes the proper conventions of format, presentation, and documentation.
· Each of the four compositions will be 3-5 pages in length.  Papers that do not meet these length requirements will be penalized.  
· The Writing Center is a resource available to all GCSU students.  It is located in room 209 of Lanier. 445-3370
Tentative Schedule: (Note: you are to have each day’s assignment completed before you come to class)

August 17: Introduction to the Course

August 19: Acting out Culture 28-42

August 24: Acting out Culture 46-58; Easy Writer 25-38 
August 26: Begin drafting Essay 1 in class; be prepared to share your ideas with the class
August 31: Meet in LITC classroom with Reference Librarian Edward Whatley.  (You will 



need your Bobcat Card to enter the library.)  
September 2: Writing and Revising Chapter 8; bring a copy of your essay for peer review
September 7: Essay 1 due at the beginning of class.  Any essays received after this time will be considered late and subject to the loss of a letter grade.  
September 9: Reasons to Believe Chapters 1-4

September 14: Reasons to Believe Chapters 5-8 Revised Essay 1 Due
September 16: Reasons to Believe Chapters 9-12 Group 1 Leads class discussion
 September 21Reasons to Believe Chapters 13-16; In-class drafting of Essay 2
September 23Reasons to Believe Chapters 17-20 Group 2 leads class discussion
September 25 Reasons to Believe Chapters 21-24 Group 3 Leads discussion
September 28: Reasons to Believe Chapters 25-28
September 30: Bring your essay to class for peer workshop
October 5: Practice Regents’ essay will be given in class 
October 7: Essay 2 due at 2:00
October 12: Fall Break
October 14: Group 1 leads discussion for Action out Culture
October 19: Group 2 leads discussion for Acting out Culture Revised Essay 2 Due
October 21: Group 3 leads discussion for Acting out Culture
October 26: Begin drafting Essay 3 in class; be prepared to share your ideas with the class
October 28: Group 4 leads discussion for Acting out Culture
November 2: Peer workshop for Essay 3
November 4: Writing and Revising Chapter 9
November 9: Essay 3 due at 2:00
November 11: Research group work
November 16: Research group work
November 18: Research group class reports
November 23: Peer workshop for Essay 4; Easy Writer pp. 177-202
November 25: Thanksgiving Holiday

November 30: Essay 4 due at 2:00
December 2: Portfolio workshop

Portfolio and reflective essay due 2:00-4:45 Thursday, December 9 (or earlier if you choose) 
Policies and Procedures
· Your work must be your own.  If you consult secondary sources, cite them using MLA format.  All papers containing plagiarism will receive a failing grade.
· Tardiness and excessive absences will not be tolerated.  If you miss more than four classes, you will be dropped from the course.  

· Save all work, including commented drafts and notes, in your working portfolio.

· Portfolios must be complete before you are eligible to receive a passing grade in this course.

· Texting while in class is discourteous and will not be tolerated.  
· You will be eligible for credit on in-class activities only if you attend the entire class period when they occur.
· In case of a fire or fire drill any time during the semester, remember to walk to the nearest exit.  Crawl on the floor in the event of heavy smoke.  Do not use elevators in the event of a fire.  Assemble for a headcount on Front Campus or at the alternate location to which you are directed.
· If you have a documented disability, please let me know as soon as possible so that accommodations can be made. Please bring or have sent to me a copy of GCSU’s official letter stating these accommodations. The contact person for this letter is Mike Chambers, 445-5931. 










