English 1101 (Composition 1)
Section 34 (CRN 81396)

Instructor:  Valerie Wayson

Class Time:  Tues/Thurs 12:30-1:45  Room:  Arts & Sciences 340B

Office hours:  Thurs 2:00-4:00 pm and by appointment

Office:  Arts & Sciences 153 

Email: valerie.wayson@gcsu.edu
Phone:  478-445-2013
Required Texts: 

Acting Out Culture edited by James S. Miller

Writing and Revising by Kennedy, Kennedy, & Muth

The Easy Writer by Andrea Lunsford

Course Objectives:  The undergraduate course catalog describes English 1101 as "a composition course focusing on skills required for effective writing in a variety of contexts, with emphasis on the personal essay and also including introductory use of a variety of research skills." This particular section of 1101 will use informal writing and peer responses to draft and revise four formal papers, including a personal analysis, a persuasive paper, a research paper, and a comparison/contrast essay. This course's Academic Assessment page describes our topics:

· Strategies for college-level writing, including vocabulary, grammar, style, purpose and audience;

· Revision;

· Basic research methods for college-level work, including an introduction to library resources;

· Analysis of texts orally (class discussion) and in writing. 

as well as course outcomes:

· To acquire an ability to write organized, clear, correct, and purposeful prose; 

· To understand the principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis;

· To acquire sensitivity to written and oral language as a means of understanding how we relate as individuals to the larger community; 

· To grasp the essential nature of research and how to synthesize research in writing so that the insights and documentation are logical and clear;

· To understand through the use of textual models how writing and reading are means for connecting the writer to contemporary culture and its diverse problems and conditions. 

All students, regardless of their degree program, must earn a grade of C or better in English 1101, as it, along with English 1102, fulfills the Area A. Essential Skills requirement in the Core Curriculum.

Grading system/scale:

Responses/Informal Writing/Pop Quizzes – 20%


For each reading assigned for homework you will complete and turn in a response to it.  Each response will be a paragraph to half a page long and contain your response to the reading: things you liked, didn’t like, didn’t understand or agree with.  There will also be various informal writing assignments during the semester.  Most of these will be done in class, but I may require you to do some as homework. 

Personal narrative (3-5 p.) – 15%



Food essay (3-5 p.) – 20%



Research paper (6-8 p.) – 20%



Persuasive paper (3-5 p.) – 20%




Annotated Bibliographies – 5%

You will be allowed three weeks to work on your annotated bibliographies, which are brief synopses of ten references for your research paper.  

            Grading Scale Is As Follows:

A = 91-100%

B =  81-90%

C =  71-80%

D =  61-70%

All papers are to be in a 12 point font, have one inch borders, and go at least halfway down the first page of the minimum page requirement.  
All grades are non-negotiable.

MLA Style:  Formal assignments should adhere to the Modern Language Association (MLA) style. Formal papers require MLA style while pop quizzes, responses, informal writing, and peer review may be informally formatted. One-third of a letter grade will be deducted from a formal paper for problems in each of the following categories, for a possible one letter grade deduction total: 1) header, heading, and title, 2) margins, font, line spacing and length, and 3) quotation and citation format. 

Attendance:  Daily attendance is mandatory.  However, each student is allowed a total of three (3) absences for any reason.  There will be a one letter final grade deduction for every absence beyond three days. Therefore, missing four class periods will result in a one letter final grade deduction and missing seven classes will result in automatic failure of the course.  Use your absences wisely and please email me if you don't know exactly what you missed or should be working on.  I do not differentiate between excused and unexcused absences. 
Tardiness:  Tardiness is not accepted.  If a student is more than ten minutes late, they will be counted absent for the day.  Every three times a student is late (less than ten minutes) will count as one absence.  

Revision: Though not required, each student may revise the second and the third essays.  Revisions must reflect serious effort—i.e. a major rethinking or reorganizing of the essay, and not a series of quick fixes to simple errors.  Once received, the grade of the revised essay will be averaged with that of the original; however, merely submitting a revision does not guarantee a grade improvement.    

Late Work: Except in rare cases of emergency, all late essays will incur a grade deduction of 20% per business day.  At the start of class on the assigned due date, all essays are to be turned in typed, double-spaced, and stapled.  Essays submitted via e-mail will not be accepted, but can be put in my box in Arts & Sciences 349.  Late work is not eligible for revision.

Academic Dishonesty:  The Academic Handbook says that plagiarism is “presenting as one's own work the words or ideas of an author or fellow student. Students should document quotes through quotation marks and footnotes or other accepted citation methods. Ignorance of these rules concerning plagiarism is not an excuse. When in doubt, students should seek clarification from the professor who made the assignment.” As plagiarism is not tolerated at GCSU, any student found guilty of willful plagiarism will automatically fail the course. I will submit all formal papers to TurnItIn.
Etiquette: Please silence all electronic devices.  Text messaging and use of the Internet during class is extremely unprofessional and will not be tolerated. All laptops are to remain closed during discussion.  Failure to comply with this policy will result in an absence for the day.      

Social Justice Statement:  No student shall be discriminated against on the basis of age, race, gender, gender identity, handicapped status, marital status, national origin, political persuasion, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status. If you feel discriminated against, it is your right to address these concerns with the instructor or the department chair. If you have a disability, it is your right and responsibility to address these concerns immediately so that proper accommodations can be made with the university. 

Fire Drill: In the event of a fire alarm, exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the building. Do not use the elevators. Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke. Assemble near the fountain for a head count. 

Writing Center:  The GCSU Writing Center is located in Lanier 209 and open Monday through Friday.  While no extra credit will be offered, students are encouraged to visit regularly.  For more information, call (478)-445-3370 or visit online at: http://www.gcsu.edu/acad_affairs/coll_artsci/eng/writing/  

Schedule:  (subject to change)

8/17:  
Introductions/Syllabus/Things You Can Do
8/19:  
Alexie, “Superman and Me” (handout)
8/24:   
Newman, "I Do. Not.: Why I Won’t Marry" (Culture 60)

           
Brooks, "People Like Us” (Culture 67 )

           
Kennedy, Chapters 1 and 2 (Writing, 1-25)
8/26:  
Dyson, "Frames of Reference" (Culture 123)

          
Levy, "Women and the Rise of Raunch Culture" (Culture 144)

          
Harris, “Cuteness” (Culture 134)
          
Kennedy, Chapter 3 (Writing, 26-40)
8/31:  
Knight, "Watch Me! Webcams and the Public Exposure of Our Lives" (Culture                   150)


Kennedy, Chapter 4 (Writing, 41-59)

9/2:  
First Draft Personal Narrative Due: Peer Review 
9/7:  
Final Draft Personal Narrative Due
9/9:  
Pollen, "Big Organic” (Culture 174)
        
Kennedy, Chapter 5 (Writing 60-82)
9/14:  
Knapp, “Add Cake, Subtract Self-Esteem” (Culture 217)

          
Grescoe, "Mate De Coca" (Culture 235)

          
Kennedy, Chapter 6 (Writing 83-100)
9/16:   
Vine, "Love and War In Cyberspace" (Culture 380)
           
Jones, "Being Strong" (Culture 400)

           
Kennedy, Chapter 7 (Writing 101-36)
9/21:   
Tannen, "Fighting For Our Lives" (Culture 572)
Kennedy, Chapter 10 (Writing 190-203)
9/23:    Miller, "The Ways We Don’t Converse Now" (Culture 594)

Kennedy, Chapter 8 (Writing 137-54)
9/28:  
Food Paper Due.  Talk about research paper
9/30:  
Library Visit Day.  Research paper topics due.
10/5:  
Library Day/Conferences
10/7:  
Library Day/Conferences
10/12:  No Class:  Fall Break

10/14:  Hyman, "Stop Them Before They Joke Again" (Culture 616)
            Kolhatkar, “You Are Not Alone: College Newspapers Discover the Sex Column”   (Culture 622)
            Kennedy, Chapter 9 (Writing 155-89)

Revision of Food Paper Due
10/19:  Uchitelle, "The Consequences-Undoing Sanity" (Culture 299)
            Warner, "This Mess" (Culture 333)
            Kennedy, Chapter 11 (Writing 204-31)
10/21:  Annotated Bibliographies due/Writing Day
10/26:  Conferences/Writing Day
10/28:  Conferences/Writing Day
11/2:  
Gatto, "Against School" (Culture 506)
          
Hooks, "Learning in the Shadow of Race and Class" (Culture 515)
11/4:  
Research Paper Due/Writing Day
11/9:
Conferences/Writing Day
11/11:  Conferences/Writing Day


11/16:  TBA
11/18:  Revision of Research Paper due/TBA
11/23:  TBA
11/25:  No class:  Thanksgiving

11/30:  TBA
12/1:    TBA
12/7:  
Persuasive Paper due by 2:00
