English 1101

English Composition I

 MWF 11-11:50, Arts & Sciences 243

Georgia College and State University

Instructor: Emily Lake Hansen

Office: Arts & Sciences 153

Office Hours: Mondays from noon to 2 and by appointment

Email: emily.hansen@gcsu.edu
Course Description: 

The Georgia College catalogue describes English 1101 as a "composition course focusing on skills required for effective writing in a variety of contexts." What does that mean? In this course, it means that we will explore what it takes to think purposefully – to compose your thoughts – and what it takes to write well – to compose those thoughts into words. We will look at how our language composes our identity and how we can effectively use that language to express both our personal experiences and our academic insights. By the end of the course, you will have experience with four common types of writing, including personal narratives, persausive essays, and research papers, and have the skills and confidence needed to produce thoughtful written work throughout college.


Required Texts:

Kennedy, X. J., Dorothy M. Kennedy, and Marcia F. Muth. Writing and Revising: A Portable Guide. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin's, 2007.

Lundsford, Andrea A. Easywriter: A Pocket Reference. 4th ed. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin's, 2009.

Miller, James S. Acting Out Culture: Reading and Writing. Second Edition. Boston: Bedford-St. Martin's, 2011.


Other required reading may be given out during class or posted to Georgia View.


Grades:

Blog entries and upkeep




15%

Class Discussion Lead





10%

Personal Narrative (4-5 pgs):




15%

Argument Essay (5-6 pgs):




15%

Comparison/Contrast Essay (5-6 pgs):



20%

Research Paper (8-10 pgs):




25%




An “A” is a overall grade of between 90 and 100, a “B” is between 80 and 89, a “C”  is between 70 and 79, a “D” is between 60 and 69, and anything below a 60 is an F.

Blogs:

For this course, you will create a blog using wordpress.com. This blog will serve multiple functions throughout the course, but will primarily serve as a place for you to post your reading responses before each class. For every essay we read this semester, you will post a blog entry containing at least two questions or points of discussions about the reading. Your responses are self-generated and your thoughts will help launch our discussions the following day in class. I will check these blogs periodicatlly (and randomly!) at least six times throughout the semester, grading for completeness and quality. Please note that reading responses blog entries are not required for readings from Kennedy. You will also receive one grade for creating the blog and completing the first assignment during the first week of classes as well as a final grade for completing a reflection essay during exam period. The blog essentially serves as your homework grade for this course. We will also use the blogs to work on peer review later in the semester. 

An example blog, including an example reading response, can be found at: http://eng1101gcsu.wordpress.com. 

Class Discussion Lead:

Working in groups of three to four students, you will be responsible for leading one class this semester. Your group will lead a 20-25 minutes discussion on your assigned essay and prepare a 20 minute writing or criticial thinking activity based on that reading. Sign-ups and further details for this project will be passed out during the second week of the semester.

Essays:

While your informal work will be mostly electronic, your four essays should be turned in physcially at the start of class on their due dates as well as electronically to Turn It In. Each essay should be typed, formatted in MLA style, and stapled. 

Revision:

You will revise two of the essays for this course: the persuasive essay and the comparison/contrast essay. Revisions should be turned in no later than one week after you receive your grade and must consist of careful and thoughtful changes to the content, organization, and language of the essay. The higher of the two grades will serve as your final grade for the paper.

Although two papers may be carefully revised in the hopes of a higher grade, grades are not negotiable. 

Writing Center:

The Writing Center, located on the second floor of Lanier Hall, is a great place to get one-on-one guidance at any stage of your writing process. While the tutors are not there to help you with MLA style or grammar errors, they are great resources for brainstorming, revision, and reorganization. I highly suggest utilizing their (totally free!) help.

Late Work:

All assignments should be turned in at the beginning of class. Blog responses should be completed prior to the start of class. Late essays will be counted off half a letter grade (that's 5%) per class period that it is late. Anything later than three weeks will NOT be accepted. Because the final research paper is due at the end of the course, it will NOT be accepted late. 

Plagiarism:

The integrity of students and their written and oral work is a critical component of the academic process. All written work submitted in this course will be individual work unless otherwise instructed. The submission of another's work as one's own is plagiarism. Plagiarism will result in automatic failure of the assignment and will be dealt with using the procedures outlined on pp. 64-67 in the Undergraduate Catalog. Remember that allowing another student to copy one’s own work is considered cheating. Also see the student Honor Code at the website below: http://www.gcsu.edu/studentlife/handbook/code.htm. This course uses Turn It In, a plagarism checking software. We will talk more about how to use it prior to your first essay's due date.

Attendance:

You may miss class four times without penalty. After your fourth absence, you will lose a half a letter grade (5%) per class that you miss. You are also missing valuable in class discussion as well as in class assignments. In order for us to work as a community of writers, you need to attend class regularly. If you miss more than seven classes, you will fail the course. 

A note about religious observances:

Students are permitted to miss class in observance of religious holidays and other activities observed by a religious group of which the student is a member without academic penalty. Exercising of one's rights under this policy is subject to the GC Honor Code. Students who miss class in observance of a religious holiday or event are required to make up the coursework missed as a result from the absence. The nature of the make-up assignments and the deadline for completion of such assignments are at the sole discretion of the instructor. Failure to follow the prescribed procedures voids all student rights under this policy. The full policy and prescribed procedures are found at: http://info.gcsu.edu/intranet/acad_affairs/ReligousObservancePolicy.doc
Etiquette:

Please silence cell phones and keep your paws off them during class. And please, please wait until class is completely finished before packing up your things. Nobody can hear the homework assignment if you are all zippering collectively.

Community:

In order to function as a community of writers and learners, you will need to be respectful not only to me, but also to your fellow classmates. This means you need to treat all questions and comments seriously and actively engage in discussion, small group work, and peer review. This also means you need to be PREPARED FOR EACH CLASS so that everyone can participate actively and equally in class activities. And though this goes without saying, there is no tolerance for putting down, rather than respectfully disagreeing, with a fellow classmate's ideas.

Assistance for Student Needs Related to Disability:

If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility. Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements. For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.

Student Opinion Surveys:

Given the technological sophistication of Georgia College students, the student opinion survey is being delivered through an online process. Your constructive feedback plays an indispensable role in shaping quality education at Georgia College. All responses are completely confidential and your name is not stored with your responses in any way. In addition, instructors will not see any results of the opinion survey until after final grades are submitted to the University. An invitation to complete the online opinion survey is distributed to students near the end of the semester. Your participation in this very important process is greatly appreciated.

In Case of Fire:

Fire drills will be conducted annually. In the event of a fire alarm, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the building. Do not use elevators. If you encounter heavy smoke, crawl on the floor so as to gain fresh air. Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life. Assemble for a head count on the front lawn of main campus or other designated assembly area. For more information on other emergencies, please visit http://www.gcsu.edu/emergency/actionplanmain.htm.

Tentative Schedule

All readings are to be completed BEFORE the date they are listed. This means, for example, on Wednesday August 15, you should come to class having already read and written a blog entry for “Indian Education.” 

August

M 13: Introductions and course overview

W 15: Sherman Alexie, “Indian Education” (handout)

F 17: “Indian Education” and your education 

M 20: “Scenes and Un-Scenes: Looking at Learning” (AOC 354-358)

W 22: Bell Hooks, “Learning in the Shadow of Race and Class,” Kennedy pgs 101-110

R 24: Gloria Anzaldua, “How to Tame a Wild Tongue” (handout)

M 27: Jonathon Kozol, “Preparing Minds for Markets” (AOC 331-342)

W 29: John Taylor Gatto, “Against School,” Kennedy pgs 146-150

F 31: DRAFT Personal Narrative Due – Peer Review

September

M 3: Labor Day – NO CLASS

W 5: Waiting for Superman (film)

F 7: FINAL PERSONAL NARRATIVES DUE

     Waiting for Superman (film)

M 10: Jonathon Safe-B... “Eating Animals” (handout), Kennedy Chapter 3

W 12: Michael Polan, “Farmer in Chief” (AOC 186-203)

F 14: Makenna Goodman, “Ever Wonder if You Could Kill What You Eat?” (AOC 246-248)

M 17: Tara Lohan, “The Ultimate in Eating Local” (AOC 250-256), Kennedy Chapter 5

W 19: Francine Prose, “The Wages of Sin” (AOC 212-216), Kennedy Chapter 10

F 21: Caroline Knapp, “Add Cake, Subtract Self-Esteem” (AOC 232-244)

M 24: Food Inc (Film)

W 26: Food Inc (Film)

F 28: DRAFT Persausive Essay Due – Peer Review

October

M 1: Frederick Kaufman, “They Eat What We Are” (AOC 258-268)

W 3: Conferences – NO CLASS

F 5: Conferences – NO CLASS

M 8: Fall Break – NO CLASS

W 10: FINAL PERSAUSIVE ESSAY DUE

Barbara Ehrenreich, “ 'Introduction,' from Bright-Sided” (AOC 22-30)

F 12: Unpacking America and its “Dream”

M 15: James Twitchell, “Two Cheers for Materialism” (AOC 43-52)

W17: Robert Sullivan, “How to Choose a Career That Will Not Get You Rich” (AOC 407-412), Kennedy pp 110-136

F 19: Anthony Depalma, “Fifteen Years on the Bottom Rung” (AOC 381-393)

M 22: David Brooks, “People Like Us” (AOC 68-72)

W 24: Catherine Newman, “I Do. Not.: Why I Won't Marry” (AOC 61-66)

F 26: Judith Warner, “This Mess” (AOC 441-449)

M 29: Lynette Clemeston, “Complicated by Race” (AOC 438-439)

W 31: Ariel Levy, “Women and the Rise of Raunch Culture” (AOC 143-145)

November

F 1: DRAFT Compare/Contrast Essay Due – Peer Review

M 5: How the campaigns are “composed”

W 7: Research Paper Introductions

F 9: FINAL COMPARE/CONTRAST ESSAY DUE

       Library Day – Class held in the library

M 12: Matt Taibbi, “The Great American Bubble Machine” (AOC 416-436), Kennedy Chapter 11

W 14: Po Broson and Ashley Merryman, “See Baby Discriminate” (AOC 74-84)

F 16: Research Day

M 19: ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE

W 21: Thanksgiving Break – NO CLASS

F 23: Thanksgiving Break – NO CLASS

M 26: Joel Kotkin “There's No Place Like Home” (AOC 490-493)

W 28: Michael Eric Dyson,“Frames of Reference” (AOC 147-156)

F 30: Reading TBA

December

M 3: Final thoughts and reflections

        RESEARCH PAPER DUE

Discussions of the italicized titles will be led by student groups.  

FINAL REFLECTIONS DUE BY MIDNIGHT THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 (posted to your blog). 

