English Composition 1101-30 CRN# 81076
Fall 2012
Instructor: Melissa Hardman

Class times: Tues & Thurs 5:30-6:45pm A&S 150
Office hours: Tues & Thurs 1:30-3 pm or by appointment
Office: A&S 153
Cell: 404-314-9637
Email: carrie.hardman@gcsu.edu
Course Outcomes: 
 After taking English 1101, students will:


-Acquire the ability to write organized, clear, correct and purposeful prose


-Understand the principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis

-Acquire sensitivity to written and oral language as a means of understanding how we relate as individuals to the larger community

-Grasp the essential nature of research and how to synthesize research in writing so that the insights and documentation are logical and clear

-Understand through the use of textual models how writing and reading are means for connecting the writer to contemporary culture and its diverse problems and conditions

*Advance to English 1102 with a grade of C or better in 1101
Course Description:


English 1101 is an introduction to college composition and will prepare students for the academic writing they will do in college, graduate school, and their professional lives. The topics and strategies in this course are general approaches to research that will help students read critically, gather sources and form arguments for papers, regardless of their academic major. Readings will be chosen that introduce students to numerous components of college level writing, including diction, style, purpose, research, audience and argument. Individual and group proof-reading exercises will help students practice the revision process essential to academic writing. Students will become familiar with the Georgia College library as they learn to gather sources for papers and cite them in the MLA method. Finally, students will analyze texts not only through writing but through in-class discussions and presentations.
Required Texts:

Rosa, Alfred and Eschholz, Paul. Models for Writers: Short Essays for Composition. Boston, New York: Bedford St. Martin’s, 2012. Print.

Hacker, Diana and Sommers, Nancy. A Pocket Style Manual. 6th ed. Boston, New York: Bedford St. Martin’s, 2012. Print.

*Additional materials may be distributed by the instructor 
Course Policies

Attendance- Good attendance is essential to success in a college course. Three absences are allowed but not recommended; for each absence after these three, you will lose a letter grade. Three tardies (more than 10 minutes late) will equal one absence. Please note that there is a difference between excused and unexcused absences. Excused absences include documented medical emergencies or doctor’s visits, documented illness/death in one’s immediate family, official school activities, or religious observance. Excused absences will not affect a student’s final grade, but the student is responsible for all missed assignments. For information about the documentation of excused absences, contact the Vice President of Student Affairs. It is courteous to notify me of an absence prior to class, if possible.
Classroom disturbances- Cell phones, laptops, iPods, tablets, and other electronic devices must not be used during class time. Texting, leaving to take phone calls, or accessing the internet on laptops or tablets can be considered an unexcused absence. 
Office hours and email- I encourage you to keep in touch through email and visit during office hours throughout the course. All students are required to have at least one conference with me during the semester, but I am glad to meet with you as often as you like and answer any questions you may have about our assignments. For a brief, specific question you can send me a quick email, but for more general discussions relating to the major assignments an in-person conference may be best.
Late Work- Assignments will lose one letter grade per day (not class period) that they are late. Extensions may be given for valid reasons, if these reasons are outlined for the instructor prior to the due date of the assignment. These reasons are: documented medical emergency or illness/death in the immediate family. This documentation can be obtained through the VP for Student Affairs. Please note that if a major assignment is more than five days late, you may fail the course. Similarly, if a final exam/final paper is more than two days late, you may fail the course. If personal problems, family problems, or problems adjusting to college life are affecting your ability to manage your time and complete your work, please address these prior to the end of the semester. I want you all to be successful, but final grades are non-negotiable. 
Class Participation- Class participation involves not only attending class regularly, but bringing the necessary texts and having completed all readings and assignments. Most readings will lead to in-class discussions. I encourage everyone to speak up or they will be called on. Please be respectful of others while still expressing your viewpoints. In order to participate in class discussions, please take notes and have a few observations and questions to share with the class about the assigned reading. If it appears that people are not completing the assigned readings for class, I will give quizzes over the reading at the beginning of class. Therefore, please complete the readings because a lively discussion is far more beneficial and enjoyable than taking a quiz.  
Religious Observance Policy- Students are permitted to miss class in observance of religious holidays and other activities observed by a religious group of which the student is a member without academic penalty. Exercising of one’s rights under this policy is subject to the GC Honor Code. Students who miss class in observance of a religious holiday or event are required to make up the coursework missed as a result from the absence. The nature of the make-up assignments and the deadline for completion of such assignments are at the sole discretion of the instructor. Failure to follow the prescribed procedures voids all student rights under this policy. 
Assistance for Student Needs Related to Disability- If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility. Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements. For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.
Student Opinion Surveys statement- Given the technological sophistication of Georgia College students, the student opinion survey is being delivered through an online process. Your constructive feedback plays an indispensable role in shaping quality education at Georgia College. All responses are completely confidential and your name is not stored with your responses in any way. In addition, instructors will not see any results of the opinion survey until after final grades are submitted to the University. An invitation to complete the online opinion survey is distributed to students near the end of the semester. Your participation in this very important process is greatly appreciated.
Academic Honesty- The integrity of students and their written and oral work is a critical component of the academic process.  The submission of another’s work as one’s own is plagiarism and will be dealt with using the procedures outlined in the GC Catalog.  Remember that allowing another student to copy one’s own work violates standards of academic integrity. Students found plagiarizing may be subject to failing the course or disciplinary action.  *Please note- We will work on correct methods for MLA citation and parenthetical documentation, as inadvertent plagiarism is easy, common, and still counts as plagiarism.
Turnitin-This course uses plagiarism prevention technology. Students have the option of submitting papers online through a plagiarism prevention service or allowing the instructor to submit hard copies of these papers. The papers may be retained by the service for the sole purpose of checking for plagiarized content in future student submissions.
Fire Drills- Fire drills will be conducted annually. In the event of a fire alarm, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the building. Do not use elevators. If you encounter heavy smoke, crawl on the floor to gain fresh air. Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life. Assemble for a head count on the front lawn of main campus or other designated assembly area. 
The Writing Center- Qualified tutors are waiting to help you with thesis statements, citations, purpose, grammar and organization. All students are encouraged to visit at least once. The Writing Center is located in Lanier 209 and open Monday through Friday. For more information, call 445-3370 or email writingcr@gcsu.edu.

Assignments- In addition to being graded on class participation, peer editing sessions and daily informal writing assignments, there are 5 major projects: a personal narrative, an analysis paper, a cultural critique paper, a group presentation on an article, and a final research paper and presentation. Of these, the personal narrative, analysis and cultural critique have the option to be revised within one week after my initial grading, with the two grades averaged if the revision is a higher grade. 
Grade Distribution and Scale

Personal Narrative



15%





(4-6p)
Analysis




15%



(4-6p)
Cultural Critique



15%





(4-6p)
Research Project & Presentation

30%



(8-10p) 

10% for annotated bibliography, 

15% for research paper, 
5% for in-class presentation
Participation, peer review, daily work
15%





Group Presentation of Reading

10%
(10-15 min)
A 
90-100
B 
80-89

C
70-79

D
60-69

F
0-59
Schedule of Assignments and Activities

*Please prepare the indicated reading or assignment for the class period listed
Tues 8/14
Introduction to the course and syllabus, in-class writing exercise
Thurs 8/16


Readings-
Pence: “Thinking Outside the Box of Bad Cliches” Models for Writers p.349-353



Merrill: “The Principles of Poor Writing” Models for Writers p. 427-432



Lutz: “Doubts about Doublespeak” Models for Writers p. 477-482
Zinsser
“Simplicity” Models for Writers p. 176-182

Assignments-
Models for Writers p. 182 #1



Models for Writers p.482 #1

Tues 8/21


Readings-
Ch.1 “The Writing Process” Models for Writers p. 7-20, 32-42

Goldberg: “Be Specific” Models for Writers p. 90-93

Schulman: “Fahrenheit 59” Models for Writers p. 131-136

Assignments-  Models for Writers p. 92 # 1,2

Models for Writers p. 135 # 1,2,6

Thurs 8/23


Readings-
Ch. 14 “Narration” Models for Writers p. 372-375

Walker: “Childhood” Models for Writers p. 222-227



Rowan: “Unforgettable Miss Bessie” Models for Writers p. 166-171
Assignments-
Models for Writers p. 171 # 2,3,4



Models for Writers p. 226 # 1,2,6,7

Tues 8/28

Readings-
Ch.6 “Beginnings and Endings” Models for Writers p. 145-153

Ch.7 “Paragraphs” Models for Writers p. 172-175
Raymond: “On Being 17, Bright, and Unable to Read” Models for Writers  p. 197-202

Assignments-
Models for Writers p. 201 # 4,5,6
Thurs 8/30
Personal Narrative In-Class Peer Review

Tues 9/4
Editing Report for Personal Narrative Due

Readings-
Refer Pocket Style Manual p. 1-82 and Models for Writers p. 1-32 for help in making revisions

Thurs 9/6 
Personal Narrative Due

Readings-
Ch. 19 “Comparison and Contrast” Models for Writers p. 483-487

Tues 9/11
Topic for Cultural Critique Due

Readings-
Ch. 5 “Organization” Models for Writers p. 119-123

Ch. 2 “From Reading to Writing” Models for Writers p. 43-77

Thurs 9/13
Personal Narrative Revision Due

Readings-
Pocket Style Manual p. 105-121

Ch. 21 “Argument” Models for Writers p. 539-546

Tues 9/18

Readings-
Twain: “Two Ways of Seeing a River” Models for Writers p. 488-492
Mukherjee: “Two Ways to Belong in America” Models for Writers p. 493-498

Assignments- 
Models for Writers p. 490 #1,2,3, p. 491# 1



Models for Writers p. 497 #1,2,4,5

Thurs 9/20
Cultural Critique In-Class Peer Review

Tues 9/25
Editing report due from Cultural Critique Peer Review

Readings-
Refer to Pocket Style Manual p. 87-104 for help in editing
Thurs 9/27
Cultural Critique Due

Readings-
Winik: “What are friends for?” Models for Writers p. 470-476
Tues 10/2
Library Visit 

Readings-
Ch. 3 “Thesis” Models for Writers p. 81-83

Thurs 10/4
Cultural Critique Revision Due

Readings-
Ripley: “Who Says a Woman can’t be Einstein?” Models for Writers p. 505-516

Tues 10/9
No Class-Fall break

Thurs 10/11
*Last day to drop with a “W” (Please speak with me before doing so) 


Topic for Analysis Due

Readings-
Ch. 15 “Description” Models for Writers p. 400-401



Welty: “The Corner Store” Models for Writers p. 402-406

Ch. 3 “Thesis” Models for Writers p. 81-83



Assignments-
p. 405 #1,2,3,5,6
Tues 10/16


Readings-
Chopin: “The Story of an Hour” Models for Writers p. 395-399

Ch. 3 “Thesis” Models for Writers p. 81-83
Assignments- 
Models for Writers p. 398 #2, p. 399 #2
Thurs 10/18
Analysis In-Class Peer Review

Tues 10/23
Analysis Editing Report Due

Readings-
Ansa: “Center of the Universe” Models for Writers p. 303-307


Doyle: “Irreconcilable Dissonance” Models for Writers p. 308-313

Thurs 10/25
Analysis Due

Readings-
Review Pocket Style Manual p. 121-130, 155-162
Tues 10/30


Readings-
Ch. 4 “Unity” Models for Writers p. 99-102



Ch. 9 “Effective Sentences” Models for Writers p. 217-221



Rushdie: “The Taj Mahal” Models for Writers p. 419-422
Assignments-
Models for Writers p. 214 #1,4,5,6

Thurs 11/1
Analysis Revision Due

Readings-
Ch. 10 “Writing with Sources” Models for Writers p. 238-254


Ch. 8 “Transitions” Models for Writers p. 193-196
Tues 11/6
Annotated Bibliography Due

Thurs 11/8
King: “I Have a Dream” Models for Writers p. 553-559


Sherry: “In Praise of the F Word” Models for Writers p. 564-568
Tues 11/13
Tentative Thesis for Research Paper Due

Thurs 11/15


Readings- 
Gupta “Stuck on the Couch” Models for Writers p. 535-538

Zirin: “What Pro Sports Owners Owe Us” Models for Writers p. 560-

563

Tues 11/20
Research Paper In-Class Peer Review

Thurs 11/22   No Class-Thanksgiving

Tues 11/27
Research Presentations/ Research Paper Editing Report Due

Thurs 11/29 
Research Presentations

Tues 12/4- Fri 12/7  Final Exams-TBA
Research Project Due

