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English 1101: English Composition I
Section 1101_07




Section 1101_35

T/Th 9:30-10:45 




T/Th 11:00-12:15

Mrs. Sarah Lenz

sarah.lenz@gcsu.edu
Office Hours:

A & S 1-53

Tu/Th 12:30-1:30

or by appointment

Course Description
 The undergraduate course catalog describes English 1101 as "a composition course focusing on skills required for effective writing in a variety of contexts, with emphasis on the personal essay and also including introductory use of a variety of research skills." Strategies for college-level writing, including vocabulary, grammar, style, purpose and audience;

· Revision;

· Basic research methods for college-level work, including an introduction to library resources;

· Analysis of texts orally (class discussion) and in writing.

as well as course outcomes:

· To acquire an ability to write organized, clear, correct, and purposeful prose;

· To understand the principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis;

· To acquire sensitivity to written and oral language as a means of understanding how we relate as individuals to the larger community;

· To grasp the essential nature of research and how to synthesize research in writing so that the insights and documentation are logical and clear;

· To understand through the use of textual models how writing and reading are means for connecting the writer to contemporary culture and its diverse problems and conditions.

Students must earn a grade of C or better in English 1101 in order to take English 1102.

  

Course Materials
Required Textbooks:
Model for Writers by Alfred Rosa and Paul Escholz


ISBN: 978-0-312-55216-9

A Pocket Style Manual 6th Edition by Diana Hacker and Nancy Sommers


ISBN: 978-0-312-54254-2

Other Materials:

*A flash drive (and at least one other means of backing up your work, i.e. hard drive, emailing to self, or using an online system like DropBox)

*Ability to print all assignments to be handed in, either money to print in campus computer labs or access to a working personal printer.
*A GCSU email account, which you check regularly

*Staples and paper clips

Course Assignments and Grade Distribution: Total 100%

Participation: 10%

Cause and Effect Paper (4-5 pages): 10%

Compare and Contrast Paper (5-6 pages): 20%

Argument Paper (6-7 pages): 20%
Annotated Bibliography and Research Presentation: 10%

Research Paper (9-10 pages): 25%

Self-Reflection Essay: (3-4 pages): 5%
Detailed assignment sheets will be handed out for each paper/assignment later on in the semester.  Essays not meeting the full length requirement will automatically be down-graded one letter grade.
The Compare and Contrast Paper and the Argument Paper will both be revised.  Students will receive letter grades on both the initial paper and the revised paper and the higher of the two grades will be recorded.
Grades:

A: 99-90

B: 89-80

C: 79-70

D: 69-60

F: 59 or below

All grades are non-negotiable.

MLA Style & Length Requirements:  
Please follow these format requirements for submitting your work (work that fails to adhere to these requirements in style & length will be down graded): 

· Papers should follow MLA format. Examples and information on MLA can be found in A Pocket Style Manual. 
· Essays must be word processed, double-spaced, and have standard 1” margins on the right and left sides, top, and bottom of the page.
· The font used for your final drafts should be 12-point Times New Roman font.
· Pages must be numbered with your last name and page number in the upper right-hand corner.
· Your essays must have an engaging title, but please don’t include a separate title page with your papers (See example of proper formatting)
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Title: A Good Paper
                                                                   
Classroom Etiquette
The classroom is a place for learning, and learning requires a respectful and appropriate environment. Therefore, students are expected to adhere to the following rules:
· As soon as class begins, students must log off Facebook, chat, email, Twitter, and the Internet. For the remainder of the class, students may not access any of these sites unless doing so is part of a required class activity.  If I see you breaking this rule, I will ask you to leave the class, and you will be counted absent for the day.  This will significantly affect your participation grade.
· Students must turn off their phones and put them away at the beginning of each class session; phones should not be visible during class time. Likewise, I-Pods, MP3 players, and similar devices may not be used during class unless the instructor has specifically incorporated them into a class activity.
· Students should not talk with their neighbors while another person is talking.  Ample time for discussion will be allotted in this class, but when the instructor or a fellow student has the floor, that person should be given everyone’s undivided attention. 
· Students may not come to class habitually late.  Work and other activities should be scheduled around courses, not the other way around.
· Students may not leave class before they have been dismissed, so do not start packing up before I do so. I will do my best to be prompt and to be respectful of your other classes and commitments.
· Class discussion must be respectful.  That is, whenever students speak, they should be considerate of other students’ feelings, use appropriate language, and make their points without being combative or confrontational. Listen to one another, ask questions, and explain disagreements without attacking others. As well, students should not use discriminatory language regarding their fellow students’ gender, sexual orientation, race, color, religion, national origin, age, or anything else.  
Expectations
These expectations are intended to clarify for you what I expect from all of us to be successful in this class.  Please remember that by staying in this course you're agreeing to these expectations. 
1. Attend class regularly.

2. Keep up with ALL the reading and informal writing assignments.
3. Take the informal writing assignments we do seriously.

4. Understand exactly what the assignments are asking you to do.  If you’re confused, ask me for clarification.  It’s my job to be clear on what I expect you to do.

5. Turn in all work on time.

6. Welcome uncertainty and ambiguity.  Write to find out and to think something through.  If you only write about “safe” subjects that you already know a lot about, your writing will be boring for both you and me, and you’ll cheat yourself out of the pleasures of surprise and discovery that happens in good writing.

7. See revision as an opportunity for new learning.  This is more than fixing grammatical errors. Especially for essays in which allow revision, you will need to reexamine your initial ideas, take a look at new evidence, collect more information, and analyze the structure of your thinking.    

Attendance Policy
Attendance in this class is mandatory.  If you have more than 5 absences, for any reason (excused or unexcused), you will automatically fail the class. Save absences for true emergencies. I realize sickness or other unavoidable events can prevent you from attending class; should you need to miss class, please be sure to contact me, preferably beforehand, to discuss what might be done to assist you with completing missing work.  However, I would hope that such absences would not occur more than a couple of times this semester
 
Class time will be devoted to actively building writing skills by writing and revising, as well as discussing and critiquing your own writing and the writing of others. Such activities simply cannot be “made up” satisfactorily by getting the notes from a peer or by meeting with me.

Additionally, if you break course etiquette, say for instance, by texting during class or coming to class without being prepared, say by failing to do the reading, I will ask you to leave the class for the day and you will be counted absent.  You lose participation points with each absence, up to one letter grade before you fail the class.

Academic Honesty 
The integrity of students and their written and oral work is a critical component of the academic process. The Honor Code defines plagiarism as "presenting as one's own work the words or ideas of an author or fellow student. Students should document quotes through quotation marks and accepted citation methods. Ignorance of these rules concerning plagiarism is not an excuse. When in doubt, students should seek clarification from the professor who made the assignment." The submission of another's work as one's own is plagiarism and will be dealt with using the procedures outlined in the Undergraduate Catalog. Allowing another student to copy one’s own work is considered cheating; and submitting the same paper in two classes (recycling or double-dipping) is dishonest. As plagiarism is not tolerated at GCSU, any student found guilty of substantial, willful plagiarism or dishonesty will fail the assignment and the course.  If you are tempted to plagiarize or unsure about how to use sources fairly and appropriately, please see me BEFORE an assignment is due so I can help you.
Late Work
All work must be handed in when I request it in class.   I will not accept late work.  If you miss a due date you will automatically receive zero points on an assignment, unless you have made previous arrangements with me at least 48 hours before an assignment is due because you are having trouble meeting a deadline.  I will not accept work handed in via my department mailbox or e-mail.  Work must be turned in via hardcopy only.   Failing to submit an assignment that is worth 15% or more of the course grade on its due date, unless an extension has been approved by me, will result in automatic failure of the course. 


The Writing Center
The Writing Center is a free service available to all members of the university community. Consultants assist writers in the writing process, from conception and organization of compositions to revision to documentation of research. Located in Lanier Hall 209, the Center is open Monday through Friday. Call 445-3370 or email writingcr@gcsu.edu for more information.

Religious Observance Policy
Students are permitted to miss class in observance of religious holidays and other activities observed by a religious group of which the student is a member without academic penalty. Exercising of one’s rights under this policy is subject to the GC Honor Code. Students who miss class in observance of a religious holiday or event are required to make up the coursework missed as a result from the absence. The nature of the make-up assignments and the deadline for completion of such assignments are at the sole discretion of the instructor. Failure to follow the prescribed procedures voids all student rights under this policy. 

Assistance for Student Needs Related to Disability
If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility. Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements. For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.

Student Opinion Surveys 
Given the technological sophistication of Georgia College students, the student opinion survey is being delivered through an online process. Your constructive feedback plays an indispensable role in shaping quality education at Georgia College. All responses are completely confidential and your name is not stored with your responses in any way. In addition, instructors will not see any results of the opinion survey until after final grades are submitted to the University. An invitation to complete the online opinion survey is distributed to students near the end of the semester. Your participation in this very important process is greatly appreciated.

Fire Drills
Fire drills will be conducted annually. In the event of a fire alarm, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the building. Do not use elevators. If you encounter heavy smoke, crawl on the floor so as to gain fresh air. Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life. Assemble for a head count on the front lawn of main campus or other designated assembly area. 
Course Schedule
 

This schedule is subject to change, so check back in class for possible revisions. 

 

	Week 1 
	T, 8-14 
	Introductions and Syllabus Review

Homework: Read Ch 2 p.43-56

	
	Th, 8-16 
	Discuss Paper 1 Assignment Sheet, Writing Process, Pre-writing Activity
 Homework: Read and Annotate “Why We Crave Horror Movies” p.524-528

“Why and When We Speak Spanish in Public” p.531-533

“Stuck on the Couch” p.535-538 

	Week 2 
	T, 8-21 
	Discuss Reading Assignment

Homework: Read and Annotate Ch 3 p. 81-87; Ch 4 p. 99-102

	
	Th, 8-23 
	Discuss Thesis Statements, Topic Sentences and Paragraph Unity, Peer Review

Drafting Thesis Statements/Topic Sentence Activity

Homework: Prepare Rough Draft for Peer Review


	Week 3 
	T, 8-28 
	Peer Review of Paper 1
Discuss Grading Rubric

Homework: Prepare Final Draft to Turn In

	
	Th, 8-30 
	Final Draft of Paper 1 Due
Discuss Paper 2 Assignment Sheet
Homework: Read and Annotate Ch 19 p.483-487

“Two Ways to Belong in America” p.493-497

“That Lean and Hungry Look” p.499-502

	Week 4 
	T, 9-4 
	Discuss Readings

Discuss Summary/Comparison Criteria

 Homework: Pick and Watch your two movie topics, take notes as you watch

	
	Th, 9-6 
	Group Work

Homework: Write Informal Summary of Two Movies  

	Week 5 
	T, 9-11 
	Discuss finding sources, online databases

Homework: Read in Hacker “Avoiding Plagiarism” p. 107-117.

Find at least two reviews of each of your movies, print out, read, and annotate.

	
	Th, 9-13 
	Discuss using and synthesizing sources, MLA quote and citation conventions.

Homework: Write proposal for essay 2

	Week 6 
	T, 9-18 
	In Class Writing Day/ Mini-Conferences 

Bring laptop if you’d like.
Homework: Prepare Paper 2 to Hand In

	
	Th, 9-20 
	Paper 2 Due
Discuss Assignment Sheet for Paper 3

	Week 7 
	   T, 9-25 
	In-Class Revision Activity

Homework: Read Ch 21 p.539-546; “Intensify/Downplay” p. 609-615; Revise paper 2

	
	Th, 9-27 
	Revision of Paper 2 Due
Discuss Argument/Counterargument

Visual Argument Analysis Activity

Homework: Read and annotate “In Praise of the F Word” p.564-567, “Condemn the Crime, Not the Person” p. 569-572 

	Week 8 
	T, 10-2 
	Discuss Readings and Counterargument
Homework:  “Shame is Worth a Try” p.574-577, “The Piracy of Privacy” p.587-591, “Marketing Ate Our Culture” p. 594-600. “Generation E.A.: Ethnically Ambiguous” p. 602-607

	
	Th, 10-4 
	Discuss Readings

	Week 9 
	T, 10-9 
	No Class: Fall Break

	
	Th, 10-11 
	Discuss Audience and Values
Homework: Write Proposal for Paper 3

	Week 10 
	T, 10-16 
	In-Class Writing Day/ Mini-Conferences
Homework: Prepare Paper 3 to Hand in

	
	Th, 10-18 
	Paper 3 Due

Discuss Paper 4 Assignment Sheet
Homework: Read and Annotate Ch 22 p.642-647; p.669-677

	Week 11 
	T, 10-23 
	Discuss Choosing Topics and Formulating Research Questions
Homework: Choose topic and write research question

	
	Th, 10-25 
	Group Work: Topic Proposal Activity

Discuss CRAAP Criteria and Annotated Bibliographies
Homework: Revise Paper 3 

	Week 12 
	T, 10-30 
	Revision of Paper 3 Due

Library Day

	
	 Th, 11-1 
	In-Class Writing Day: Bring your laptops.
Homework: Write Research Paper Proposal

	Week 13 
	T, 11-6 
	No Class: Individual Conferences

	
	Th, 11-8 
	No Class: Individual Conferences

	Week 14 
	T, 11-13 
	Research Presentations

	
	Th, 11-15 
	Research Presentations

	Week 15 
	T, 11-20 
	Research Presentations

	
	Th, 11-22 
	No Class: Thanksgiving

	Week 16 
	T, 11-27 
	Paper 4 Due 
Discuss Self-Reflection Paper Assignment Sheet

	
	Th, 11-29 
	

	Finals 
	T, 12-4 
	Self-Reflection Paper Due

	
	Th, 12-6 
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