ENGL 1102: Composition II, Spring 2009
Marie Elliott

CRN:
20096
T & R 12:30-1:45, A & S, room 351B

CRN:
20098
T & R   3:30-4:45, A & S, room 351B

Phone:  478.445.2013 Office/478.445.4581 Eng. Dept. 

Email:  marie.elliott@gcsu.edu
Office hours: T & R 10-12 
Office Location:  A&S 153

Required Texts:

The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature: Reading, Thinking, Writing, 


8th Ed. by Michael Meyer.


Writing About Literature: A Portable Guide by Janet E. Gardner


Rules for Writers 6th Ed. by Diana Hacker

Course Synopsis: Classes will consist of both exercises and discussions of the assigned readings for that day. You are expected to read the appropriate pages for each class period, contribute considerably in each class session, and read, write, compose, create, and sometimes act in this class in order to shape your critical leans, the way in which you absorb and view world literature. You will then be required to write three essays and a final research paper on the readings assigned. 

Course Description: In 1102 this semester, we will explore, examine, and think critically about various texts in fiction, poetry, and dramatic writing. Specifically, we will be focusing in on Southern Literature, a World View of Poetry, and Adaptatative Forms in the Dramatic Arts. The goal of the class for you as a student should be to engage yourself into the literature presented, and then interpret and formulate distinctive, researched, argumentative papers about the works reviewed. The directions and specific instructions for the essays/papers will be administered throughout the class.

Objectives:

--Master and ascertain a critical vocabulary for in class discussion.

--Learn and apply the practical skills needed to write effective academic essays and papers. 

--Utilize and execute the concept of written argument in the academic environment 

-- To reinforce principles of academic research and how to synthesize research in writing so that the insights and documentation are logical and clear.

-- To gain insight into various ways of interpreting texts and presenting insights about them.  

A Statement on Equal Opportunity: 

 In accord with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability that affects your progress as a student in this class, please meet with me so we may discuss how to create an environment in which you can best learn.  Your notification will be kept confidential.

NOTE: In case of a fire or a fire drill any time during the semester, remember to walk to the nearest exit.  Crawl on the floor in the event of heavy smoke.  Do not use elevators during a fire.  Assemble for a headcount once you get out of the building.
The Writing Center:

Though you can arrange a time to meet with me, you can always drop by the Writing Center for individualized writing feedback.  It is located on the first floor of Lanier Hall.  Its hours of operation are posted on the Writing Center’s front door.

Plagiarism: 
ANY type of academic dishonesty is absolutely unacceptable in this class and will result in a CRITICAL reduction of the student’s grade, if not expulsion from the class. Plagiarism will not be tolerated.

Honor Code:

Assignments are designed to provoke original works of analysis.  However, please consult the GCSU Honor Code.  It can be found at http://www.gcsu.edu/honorcode.
Requirements:
1. Attendance and Tardiness: You are required to show up on time, and be fully prepared for the day’s tasks.  Attention and participation are required for every scheduled class session. You are allowed three absences throughout the semester.  Each subsequent absence will lower your overall letter grade by one third of a letter.  Absences documented with a legitimate doctor’s excuse will be excused, granted the date and time of the excuse corresponds with the date and time of the class missed.  If you are not in the classroom during roll call, you will be counted absent for the day. 

2 Late Work: Late work is not accepted unless due to dire circumstances (IE: family or personal tragedy, etc.). Extreme reasons for late work should be discussed with me in private, via email, phone or in person, and should be brought to my attention as soon as they are encountered.

3. Homework Response Pages: You are required to turn in five Homework Response Pages this semester. A response page is a single sheet of paper on which you have recorded your ideas about that day's assigned readings on the front and/or back of the page. Try to submit ideas that are controversial, intriguing, insightful, and unique. Jot down what stands out to you about the work, and try to account for it. Ask questions and then try to answer them. Talk about how you relate to the assignment. You will be discussing your ideas with the class, so try to formulate a statement of your overall interpretation of the work for presentation. Responses are due at the very beginning of class on the day the reading is to be discussed. I will call on you if you have turned in a response page. For full credit, turn your response in on time and be in class to discuss your response. If you submit more than five responses, I will count the best response grades and give some extra credit for the 2 best additional responses that you turn in. I require that each student submit at least two responses (not for extra credit) by Feb. 24. Incomplete or late responses or responses submitted in your absence receive low grades. You may submit a Homework Response Page anytime we have a reading assignment from Jan. 20 to April 7. 

4. Oral Presentations: Oral Presentations will be done in groups for the Drama portion of the course, in which you will talk in front of the class on one play of your choosing that we have not covered in class. A detailed outline and info packet will be distributed later in the course.

(Extra credit:  Extra credit can be earned for attending outside functions, on or off campus, which relate in some way to class discussions. Examples of functions that are appropriate are art exhibits, films, literary readings, plays, local landmarks, or community events. See me if you have questions about what I will consider as appropriate. After you attend the event, type a one page, double spaced response, comparing or contrasting what you took part in to something we have discussed in class. You may turn in two Extra Credit Response Pages. Extra credit will be applied to either your final grade, or an individual assignment at my discretion, and will be awarded on a check plus/minus system.)

Grading:

Assignments and Grading:    

Overall, the following criteria will be used to determine your final grade:

Three Essays: 

50%



Final Research Paper:
25%



Participation: 

25%



(Oral Presentation/Attendance/Homework Responses)


A = 91-100%

B =  81-90%

C =  71-80%

D =  61-70%

Due Dates and TENTATIVE Genre Focus
(Note: I reserve the right to alter this syllabus at any time. If there are changes, students will be notified of such changes in class or via email and will be responsible for adjusting to these modifications.)

January 13

Introductions/Syllabus

What is Literature? Why read it? Why write about it? Why care?  

BE SURE TO HAVE A TEXT BY NEXT TUES.

January 15

Intro to Story

Bring in ½ pg. of you favorite piece of literature, prepared to discuss

Jan. 20
Elements of Fiction

Tina McElroy Ansa: “Willie Bea and Jaybird”; Janice Daugharty “You’re No Angle Yourself”

January 22

Anthony Grooms “Negro Progress”

Writing About Literature: Chapter One

January 27

William Faulkner: “A Rose For Emily” and “Barn Burning”

January 29

Focus: Flannery O’Connor: “Good Country People”

Writing About Literature: Chapter Four 

Feb. 3

Ralph Ellison: “Battle Royal”

Writing About Literature: Chapter Two

February 5

NO CLASS TODAY

February 10

Intro to Poetry

FIRST ESSAY DUE.  

February 12

Elements of Poetry

Bring in One Outside Poem of Your Choosing

Writing About Literature: Chapter 5

February 17

Poetry TBA

February 19

Poetry TBA

February 24

Poetry TBA

February 26

NO CLASS TODAY

March 3

Midterm

SECOND ESSAY DUE

March 5

Intro To Drama

Adapted Drama From A Short Story Viewing: TBA

March10

Elements of Drama

Adapted Drama From A Short Story Reading: TBA

Writing About Literature: Chapter 6

March 12

“Basquiat” Reading

March 17

“Basquiat” Viewing

March 19

“Basquiat” Viewing

Spring Break- March 23-27

March 31

“Bus Stop” Viewing

Research Paper Introduced

April 2

“Bus Stop” Viewing

April 6-10

Conferences: Times TBA

April 7

“Bus Stop” Reading

Writing About Literature: Chapter 7

April 9

NO CLASS TODAY

April 14

Short Films Showcase

Third Essay Due

April 16

Oral Presentations

April 21

Oral Presentations

April 23

Oral Presentations

April 28

NO CLASS TODAY

April 30 – Last Class

NO CLASS TODAY

Final Research Paper Due

Final Exam 

Dates and Times:

CRN:
20096
T & R 12:30-1:45:

Tue, May 5, in classroom 11a.m.-1:45 p.m.

CRN:
20098
T & R   3:30-4:45:

Thu, May 7, in classroom 2-4:45 p.m
