Spring 2009

English 1102-English Composition II

Instructor:

Carrie Anne Tocci

Office:


A & S 153—office hours will be held in the library

CRN 20106:

T & R, 9:30 am -10:15 am, A & S, room 351B

CRN 20107:

T & R 11:00 am -12:15 am, A & S, room 351B

Office Hours:

T & R 12:30-1:30 pm and by appointment 

Email:


carrieanne.tocci@gcsu.edu
English Dept.:

478-445-3178, contact: Mrs. Melinda Martin

Welcome to 1102!  Each one of you enters this classroom with potential.  I see each of you as a work of literature, because each one of you enters this classroom with a unique story and background.  You developed your personal voice in 1101 and now we are going to work together to experience literature and our ability to respond to it with a critical eye/mind.  You will be asked and required to participate in this class in a hands-on way.  You will be called on to think, read, write, compose, create, and sometimes act in this class.  Although each of you matters individually, in our work together, I see each of you as a chapter in a book or a stanza in an epic poem.  In other words we are learning/working together, parts of a whole.  I will set the stage for learning, but soon into the course you will be given the authority to choose many of the works that we explore and analyze during the course of the semester.  

Essential Questions:

Where and how does authority exist between reader, writer, and society in a given literary text?  Who decides when and if a work of literature achieves greatness and can be considered a work of art?
To think about: Where and how do we experience authority in various settings: the classroom; a family; a group of friends; facebook; the dormitory; the library; the internet; sorority; fraternity; team; town; county; state; or country? Other places…?  Which realm, if any, offers its participants a chance at greatness?
Required Texts:

Hacker, Diana.  A Writer’s Reference.  4th ed.  Boston: Bedford-St. Martin’s 1998.

Charters and Charters.  Literature and Its Writers.  4th Edition.  Boston: Bedford-St. Martin’s.

I expect you to have Literature and Its Writers in class at all times.  It should be purchased and with you in class by next Tuesday.

Course Objectives:

1. To reinforce principles of writing acquired in ENGL 1101.

2. To reinforce the principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis in ENGL 1101.

3. To understand complexities of culture in order to write or speak about them.

4. To create forceful and effective written argument in the academic environment.

5. To reinforce principles of academic research and how to synthesize research in writing so that the insights and documentation are logical and clear.

6. To gain insight into various ways of interpreting texts and presenting insights about them.  

Exploring and Acquiring a Critical Lens:

Each of you will search for and strive to shape a critical lens or lenses through which you view the world and literature.  Consult pages 1733-1740 in your textbook to help you choose a literary theory/lens that you will use when analyzing literature for this course. This will be most important when you write your final research paper. 

A Statement of Equality:

In accordance with ADA, if you are in need of accommodations please see me one on one so we can create an environment for you that will best facilitate your learning and progress.  Your notification will be kept confidential.

The Writing Center:

Though you can arrange a time to meet with me, you can always drop by the Writing Center for individualized writing feedback.  It is located on the first floor of Lanier Hall.  Its hours of operation are posted on the Writing Center’s front door.

Attendance:  Whether related to a school related event, sickness, or other personal matter, you will be allowed three absences from class.  The accrual of a fourth absence will result in the lowering of your grade by one letter grade.  

MANY ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE GIVEN IN CLASS.  THEREFORE ATTENDANCE IS CRUCIAL.  If you know you will miss a class, please make arrangements with a classmate to get the work/assignment for you.

Punctuality:

Assignments:  Will be lowered a grade each day it is late up to two days.  After two days, the assignment will automatically receive a failing grade. 

Arrival to Class:  Three late arrivals will equal one absence.  I take attendance regularly.  A lateness is recorded when you are not present during the first ten minutes of class.  Students who arrive on time and are prepared for class will be eligible for higher effort grades at the end of the course.  
Honor Code:

Assignments are designed to provoke original works of analysis.  However, please consult the GCSU Honor Code.  It can be found at http://www.gcsu.edu/honorcode.  

Participation:

I intend to apply methodology that will require you to become active participants (investors) in your education.  We will create a community syllabus that we agree upon.  I will choose a shared core of texts with which we will begin our semester.  This will serve us as the cornerstone for our work together this semester.  Your choices will help us to build upon this foundation.  

Grading:

Assignments and Grading:    

Overall, the following criteria will be used to determine your final grade:

Four Essays/Papers 




60%

A = 91-100%

Final Research Paper




15%

B = 81-90%

*Participation/Oral Presentation



15%

C = 71-80%

Midterm





10%

D = 61-70%

All essays require MLA formatting which includes a Works Cited page, 12-point font, and double spacing.  Essay #1, #2, and #3 should be three-five pages in length.  Essay # 1 will require a literary lens but not scholarly research.  Essay # 2 and #3 will require a lens and two-three scholarly resources.  Essay #4 will require a lens, five-seven scholarly resources, and should be five-seven pages in length.  It is an outgrowth of your, MY EXPERIENCE, oral presentation (to be discussed and explained in class).

*Important

You will be polled regarding the reading syllabus for this course.  The goal of this course is to experience literature in a hands-on way so after I introduce literary theory and several literary genres to you, you will be polled individually regarding the works that appeal the most to you and the most popular selections will be included in the syllabus.  

Cell Phones:

I will refrain from texting during class, and so should you.

Please turn off your phone at the beginning of class.  If your phone rings during class, politely silence it.  Please keep phones away and out of sight during class.

Regents' Test dates for the spring semester are Friday, March 13, Monday, March 16, and Tuesday, March 17.  All students who have not previously passed or exempted the test must take it each semester they are enrolled until it is completed.  Enrollment in the Regents' skills courses is no longer related to the number of credit hours, but to the number of semesters enrolled.  Most entering freshmen will have their first two semesters of enrollment to satisfy the requirement before enrolling in the skills courses.  Students transferring 12 or more hours from outside the University System will have one semester to pass before taking the courses, and those from other system schools have two semesters in the University System, including their previous school.  Details about the new policy and methods of exempting the test may be found on the Center for Testing website: http://testingcenter.gcsu.edu

Check you Regents' reading and writing status and to register for the spring test if one or both are not satisfied.  You can register online as follows:

Log in to myCATS

Select the PAWS Main Menu

Select the Student Services & Financial Aid menu

Select Register for Regents? Test

Select Spring 2009 term

Choose your preferred test session and submit

Print your admission ticket

Due Dates: 

Subject to change with ample notice from instructor. 

****Right away, choose a play other than Hamlet to read independently.  This will be due and discussed on February 3rd. 

January 13

Focus:
Aesthetics

Write a letter to me discussing your ideas about what makes something a work of art. What is art?  What can be art?  What makes a work of art superior? Inferior? Those of you, who have a textbook already, bring it to next class.

January 15

Aesthetics-Group activities.

BE SURE TO HAVE A TEXT BY NEXT TUESDAY AND ALWAYS HAVE IT WITH YOU IN CLASS.

Letters to me due. 

January 20

Focus:  Literary Theories. Introduced.  Read Hemingway story and Banks story.  

Essay #1 assigned.  Come into class with top three story choices.

January 22 

Focus:  Discuss Hemingway and Banks

Literary Theories Continued.  Story vote.

January 27

Begin story #1 in class.   Read Story #2 by next class.

January 29

****Independent Play due next class and letter to a character.  

Focus:


Rough Draft of Essay #1 due today.  Meet with peer-editing partners outside of class. Peer editing sheets and final drafts of essay #1 due next class.  Choose top three stories.

February 3

Focus:  Discuss story #1 and #2., group work.

February 5

Focus:  Essay #2 assigned. Read story #3 for next class.

February 10

Focus:
  Rough Draft of Essay #2 Due. 

February 12

No Class---Read a play that interests you in the anthology.  Write a letter to the main character.  To be handed in next class.   We will use this at the end of the semester during our drama unit.

February 17

Focus:
Final Draft of Essay #2 Due.

February 19

Focus:
Poetry.  What is it?  Poetry Introduction.  Choose top five poems from anthology.

Sign up with an upcoming conference with me.  This will take place outside of class time.

Conference dates:  2/18, 2/20, 2/23, 2/25, 2/27, 3/2, and 3/4

February 24

Focus:
Poetry Vote.  Applying poet terms.  In class writing.

CONFERENCES WITH ME DURING THE NEXT TWO WEEKS.  We will discuss essay # 1 and #2 and together we will decide which one you will re-write.  Read poems #1 and #2.

February 26

Focus:
Discuss Poems # 1 and #2.  Read poems #3, #4, and #5.—Group work---aesthetic response, to be presented next class.

March 3

Focus:  Discuss poems #3, #4, and #5.

Essay #3 Assigned.  

March 5

Focus:
Final Poetry Activity.  Poem #6—In class choice—partner work.  Two scholarly articles for essay number three due today. 

March 10

Focus:  Re-write of essay #1 and #2 due today.  In class—scholarly article group activity.  

March 12

Focus:
Rough Draft of essay #3 due today.  Peer Edit.

March 17

Focus:  MY EXPERIENCE (with literature) Oral presentation and essay #4 introduced today.

DRAMA INTRODUCED.  Final Draft of Essay # 3 due today. 

March 19

Focus:
Prepare scene with a group, based on play you read independently in January.  Read Hamlet.

Spring Break:
March 23-27

March 31

Focus:
Discuss Hamlet.

Literary Criticism

April 2

Focus:   Hamlet Continued, Group Work

April 7

Focus:

Creating a dramatic scene from a short story or poem or recreate Act III, scene three from Hamlet.  Be CREATIVE.   

Oral Presentation Outline due next class.

April 9

Focus:  Group presentations of group work.  

April 14

Focus: Peer Edit, Rough Draft of Essay #4 due today. 

April 16

Focus:  Oral presentations begin.

April 21

Focus:  Oral presentations.

April 23

Focus:  Oral Presentations

April 28 

Focus:  Oral Presentations

April 30

Focus:  Oral Presentations.  Essay # 4 due. 

May 5

Focus:  Reflections due.  

Final Exam 

Date and Time

9:30 am class, Thursday May 5th at 8am.  351B

11 am class, Thursday May 7th at 11am. 351B

*In case of a fire, we will leave the building as a whole in an orderly fashion.  
