English 1102-19

Spring 2010

Course Information: ENGL 1102-19     CRN: 20201 (T/TH, 3:30-4:45, A&S 368)

Instructor: Evan Allgood
E-mail: evan_allgood@gcsu.edu/evogood@gmail.com

Office:  A&S 329

Hours: Mon. 12:30-2:30, and by appointment

Required Texts: Junot Diaz, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao

Schilb and Clifford, eds. Making Literature Matter, 4th ed.

Required Materials:  Pen and paper; a hard copy of the text being discussed during class time; an effective means of backing up Word documents. 

Course Description & Goals:  Expanding upon the writing strategies established in 1101, this course is designed to introduce students to academic composition, specifically focusing on the analysis of popular literature.  Each class, using group explorations and individual studies, students will discuss and dissect various forms of literature, gaining a firmer understanding that will lead to the composition of several essays.  In all, this course’s chief concern is the production of student writing that is reasoned and insightful.  Successful students will attend class regularly, demonstrating a strong work ethic and a healthy curiosity toward literature.   

Final Grades will be determined as follows:



Participation/presentations:
15%



Responses/quizzes/etc.:

15%



Poetry explication (3-5 p.):          
20%



Theme paper (4-6 p.):          

25%



Research paper (6-8 p.):          
25%

Attendance/Participation:  Each student is allowed a total of three absences for any reason. (No need for excuses/doctor's notes/etc.) After that, each absence will lower the student’s participation grade by a full letter grade. Please inform me in the event of an absence, so I can tell you exactly what you missed/should be working on.

Presentations: Several times this semester, I will break you into small groups, give you an assignment, and have you present your findings to the rest of the class. Each individual student is not required to address the class or kick-start a discussion, but everyone should contribute to his or her group’s work. The more clear and insightful that contribution, the better.

Reading Responses: We’re going to be doing a lot of reading in this class—for most of us, much more than we did in 1101. In order to ensure that you’re reading closely, and to enhance class discussion, I’m requiring that you type a brief (at least a half-page) response to each selection of poetry, fiction, or drama. Included in this response should be the following: 1) The three most important sentences in the work, and why you consider them significant; 2) At least three (preferably thought-provoking) questions you have about the reading. (For poetry selections, you can do one or two lines from each individual poem, and three questions total.) I will collect these responses at the end of class every day.

Quizzes: I consider pop quizzes to be a necessary evil, and have no qualms about giving them if I feel students aren’t doing the reading, or reading closely enough. Expect several quizzes over the course of the semester, particularly on the “How to…” readings. Quizzes and responses (combined) count 15% of your final grade.

First Fridays: Because we’ll be spending only a week of class time on drama, I’m requiring each student to attend at least one screening of GCSU’s First Friday International Film Series, then write a brief (one-page) response to the following questions: 1) Did you like the film? Why or why not?; 2) What were the three most important scenes in the film? Why?; 3) Did the language elevate or detract from your experience? 4) What happened at the end, and how did you feel about it?

The film should be treated as a text, which means you should read (watch) it as closely as you would a poem, short story, or novel. The ensuing paper will count as two response/quiz grades.

All films are shown in the A&S Auditorium at 7 pm. They are as follows:


Fri. 2/5:
La Haine (France/IMDB rating: 8.1)


Fri. 3/5:
The Reader (Germany/IMDB: 7.7)


Fri. 4/2:
Tsotsi (South Africa/IMDB: 7.4)


Fri. 4/30:
The Motorcycle Diaries (Latin America/IMDB: 7.9)

Revision:  Students are encouraged but not required to revise either/both of the first two papers. These revisions must be turned in within one week of receiving the graded paper; once submitted, the revised grade will be averaged with the original. (Note: Submitting a revision does not guarantee a higher grade—especially if the revision is a slapdash effort.)

Late Work: Papers are to be typed (double-spaced and in proper MLA format), stapled, and turned in at the start of class on the due date. Except in extreme cases, late papers—including those submitted after class on the due date—will be docked five points for every day that they're late.

Academic Dishonesty: If you have any doubt as to what constitutes plagiarism and/or cheating, see: http://www.gcsu.edu/student_affairs/Student_Handbook/honor/honor.html

Violation of the code means a zero on the essay and, at my discretion, failure of the course.  Disciplinary procedures and appeals in cases of alleged plagiarism will follow the process found in the GCSU Undergraduate Catalog.   

Etiquette: Please ensure that all electronic devices are silenced.  Text messaging and use of the Internet for personal reasons during class time is unprofessional and will not be tolerated.  Except on days designated for in-class writing, all laptops are to remain closed during discussion, or (better yet) left at home.

Statement of Equal Opportunity: If you have a disability that affects your progress as a student in this class, please meet with me to discuss how we can create the most helpful environment. For significant accommodations, an official letter from GCSU documenting the disability will be necessary. All discussions will be confidential. For documentation requirements and for additional information, contact Disability Services, located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.

Fire Drill: Fire drills will be conducted during the semester.  In the event of a fire alarm signal, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit.  Learn the floor plan and exits of the A&S Building.  Do not use elevators.  Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke.  Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life.  Assemble for a head count on front lawn main campus.

Withdrawal: The last day to add a course is Wednesday, January 13. The last day to drop a course without fee penalty is Friday, January 15. The last day to withdraw without academic penalty (unless previously assigned an F by professor for absences) is Monday, March 8.

Writing Center (209 Lanier): The Writing Center is an invaluable asset for any young writer, particularly a struggling one. No reservation is necessary, and its highly trained consultants will assist you at any stage of the writing process, from brainstorming to revision and all parts in-between. The WC is open from 9-4 Monday-Thursday, and 10-Noon on Friday. For more information, call 478-445-3370 or visit online at: http://www.gcsu.edu/acad_affairs/coll_artsci/eng/writing/

Tentative Class Schedule

(Unless otherwise noted, all readings come from Making Literature Matter)

JANUARY

Tue. 1/12: 
Introductions (to course, each other); Things You Can Do

HW: Read “How to Read Closely” (16-32), Collins (handout) & MacLeish (handout)

Thu. 1/14:
Introduce explication, 13 Steps; discuss readings



HW: Read “How to Write about Poems” (125-148)

Tue. 1/19:
Discuss reading (and poems therein)

HW: Read Shakespeare (573), cummings (575), Szymborska (577), Olds (579), Harper (580) & Dickinson (581)

Thu. 1/21:
Discuss readings; group explications/presentations

HW: Read Oliver (1565), Donne (1567), Thomas (1568), Szymborska (1569), Dickinson (handout) & Collins (handout)

Tue. 1/26:
Discuss readings; group explications/presentations



HW: Read Roethke (256), Plath (262) & Ehrenreich (handout)

Thu. 1/28:
Discuss readings; introduce literary criticism

HW: Complete 1st draft of explication; read “How to Write about Stories” (91-124), “10 Words You Need to Stop Misspelling” & “How To Use An Apostrophe” (online)

FEBRUARY

Tue. 2/2:
1st draft of explication due (4 copies); peer review



HW: Start revising explication based on class comments

Thu. 2/4:
In-class writing (bring laptops); one-on-one consultations



HW: Complete final draft of explication

Tue. 2/9:
Final draft of explication due; Ellison documentary

HW: Read Alexie (1396-1411) & Ellison (1470-1481)

Thu. 2/11:
Introduce theme paper; discuss readings

HW: Read “How to Make Arguments about Literature” (33-58) & Diaz (handout)

Tue. 2/16:
Discuss readings; introduce Diaz



HW: Read Oscar Wao (1-75)

Thu. 2/18:
Discuss Oscar (Ch.'s 1 & 2)

HW: Read Oscar Wao (76-165)

Tue. 2/23:
Discuss Oscar (Ch. 3)





HW: Read Oscar Wao (166-201)

Thu. 2/25:
Discuss Oscar (Ch. 4); theme exercise



HW: Read Oscar Wao (202-263)

MARCH

Tue. 3/2:
Discuss Oscar (Ch. 5); theme exercise



HW: Finish Oscar Wao (263-335)

Thu. 3/4:
Discuss Oscar (Ch. 6); Diaz NPR interview



HW: Complete 1st draft of theme paper

Tue. 3/9:
1st draft of theme paper due (4 copies); peer review



HW: Start revising theme paper based on class comments

Thu. 3/11:
In-class writing (bring laptops); one-on-one consultations



HW: Complete final draft of theme paper

Tue. 3/16:
Final draft of theme paper due; conferences



HW: Read Updike (600-605) & Oates (1367-1380)

Thu. 3/18:
No class

Tue. 3/23:
SPRING BREAK

Thu. 3/25:
SPRING BREAK

Tue. 3/30:
Discuss readings; introduce research paper



HW: Read Jackson (837-844) & O’Connor (1249-1263)

APRIL

Thu. 4/1:
Discuss readings



HW: Read “How to Write about Plays” (149-167), play (TBA)

Tue. 4/6:
Discuss play (TBA)



HW: Read play (TBA)

Thu. 4/8:
Discuss play (TBA)

HW: Read “How to Write a Research Paper” (190-218); pick a research topic & create an outline

Tue. 4/13:
Meet in library (research)



HW: Find 5 sources for research paper

Thu. 4/15:
Meet in library (tutorial)



HW: Complete first 3-4 pages of research paper

Tue. 4/20:
In-class writing (bring laptops)



HW: Complete 1st draft of research paper

Thu. 4/22:
1st draft of research paper due (4 copies); peer review



HW: Start revising research paper based on class comments

Tue. 4/27:
In-class writing (bring laptops); one-on-one consultations



HW: Complete final draft of research paper

Thu. 4/29:
Final draft of research paper due

Thu. 5/6:
Final Exam (2:00-4:45)

