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Course Description
A composition course that develops writing skills beyond the levels of proficiency required by ENGL 1101, emphasizes interpretation and evaluation of texts, and incorporates a variety of more advanced research methods. English 1102 is meant to help students write better papers, think clearer thoughts, organize those thoughts coherently, get your point across, etc. We aim to do so by writing, and lots of it. Then we’re going to analyze the writing and, in the wake of that, write some more. That’s the same as 1101. What’s different now? The reading. We’re reading literature, and that brings something new to the discussion. What is literature? What is the distinction between literature and popular fiction/poetry/film/drama, etc? And, most importantly, how do we bridge literature to the rest of the world?
Intended Outcomes

To acquire an ability to write organized, clear, correct, and purposeful prose;
To understand the principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis;
To acquire sensitivity to written and oral language as a means of understanding how we relate as individuals to the larger community;
To grasp the essential nature of research and how to synthesize research in writing so that the insights and documentation are logical and clear;
To understand through the use of textual models how writing and reading are means for connecting the writer to contemporary culture and its diverse problems and conditions.

Course Materials

Kirszner, Portable Literature, Seventh Edition

Eugenides, The Virgin Suicides
One bound notebook for journal entries

Assignments and Grade Distribution

Participation, 15%

In-class Writing, Journals and Peer Response, 15%
Presentations, 10%
First Essay, 20%

Second Essay, 20%

Third Essay, 20%

Grade Scale:

    90-100: A

      80-89: B

      70-79: C

      60-69: D

        0-59: F

Class Structure

This class will be writing intensive, both in and out of the classroom. Expect daily in-class writing assignments, to be kept in journal and periodically graded by me. Sometimes we’ll work on papers in class, too. We’ll also have class discussion on a daily basis. Here’s a hint: every time I’ve had a student who demonstrated that he or she read the assigned reading by discussing it in class, offering insightful analysis and interpretations of the work, has done well in my class. Those who didn’t speak and contribute to class, don’t have their books and other materials, and appear to want to be elsewhere have not done so well. Remember, participation is a part of your grade.
Class/Assignment Requirements

All students will bring to every class their journals, a writing implement, and a hard copy of the text(s) discussed that day. All students are expected to keep up with the schedule and have any materials required on a given day, and to have done the reading. When assignments are due, they will be turned in, in MLA style, paper-clipped or stapled, in 12-point Times New Roman font, and will not be accepted through email. 
Journals

In-class writing and most homework will be written in your journals. All journal entries will be dated and titled, and I will check these, usually at the beginning or end of class, weekly. There is no way to make up journal entries. Students will be expected to bring their journals daily.

Revision 
Though not required, each student may revise two essays.  Revisions must be submitted within 7 calendar days of receiving the original graded essay, and must reflect serious effort—i.e. a major rethinking or reorganizing of the essay, and not a series of quick fixes to simple errors.  Once received, the grade of the revised essay will be averaged with that of the original; however, merely submitting a revision does not guarantee a grade improvement.  This policy is restricted to essays #1 and #2.
Classroom Behavior

Students will act respectfully to other students and the instructor. I expect the concept of proper classroom behavior to be understood by all students, and will not tolerate rude or unprofessional behavior in the class. Explicitly: don’t talk over other students, don’t sleep, and for the love of all that is good and sacred in this world, do not text in class. Rude and unprofessional behavior will affect, at the least, your participation grade and possibly your attendance.

Attendance

There will be a one letter final grade deduction for every absence beyond three days. Therefore, missing four class periods will result in a one letter final grade deduction and missing seven classes will result in automatic failure of the course. I suggest you use your three days both cautiously and wisely. Habitual tardies or consistently leaving class early will be treated as absences. If you have proven to me that you have not read the required texts for the day, either through total lack of participation or through the inability to engage the text through in-class writing, you will be counted absent. NOTE: Missing a scheduled individual conference counts as an absence.
Late Assignments

There will be a one letter assignment grade deduction per day (not class period) for any assignment that is turned in late. Assignments are to be turned in, on paper, during class. If you are going to be absent on a day during which an assignment is due, let me know beforehand. Assignments will not be accepted through email unless we’ve arranged for that before the assignment is due. Printer Problems do not constitute a reason for not having papers ready in class. 

Failing to submit (or resubmit) an assignment that is worth 15% or more of the course grade within five days (not class periods) of its due date will result in automatic failure of the course. Failing to submit (or resubmit) a final exam or final paper within two days of its due date will result in automatic failure of the course.

The Writing Center

The Writing Center is a free service available to all members of the university community. Located in Lanier Hall 209, the Center is open Monday through Friday. Call 445-3370 or email writingcr@gcsu.edu for more information.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism in any form is unacceptable. The GCSU Honor Code is available at the following address: http://www.gcsu.edu/studentlife/handbook/code.htm. You’ve heard enough about it by now that this shouldn’t be a problem. Please ask me any questions you may have about this manner; I’ll be more than happy to discuss them. As plagiarism is not tolerated at GCSU, any student found guilty of willful plagiarism will fail the assignment and likely fail the course. 

Disability Services

If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility.  Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements.  For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.
Fire Drill

Fire drills will be conducted during the semester. In the event of a fire alarm signal, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the A & S Building. Do not use elevators. Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke. Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life. Assemble for a head count on front lawn main campus.


Course Schedule (subject to change) 
	
	T, 1-12
	Introductions, Syllabus

	Week 1 
	R, 1-14
	Introduction to Poetry

PL: 468-478, Frost, “The Road Not Taken,” “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” (697) Hopkins, “The Windhover” (654)

	Week 2 
	T, 1-19 
	PL: Cummings, “Buffalo Bill’s” (687) Pound, “In a Station of the Metro” (536) Atwood, “You fit into me” (563) Dickinson, poems 687-689

	
	R, 1-21
	PL: Plath, “Mirror” (716) “Daddy” (554) Roethke, (605) Bishop, “One Art” (680) Thomas, “Do not go gentle into that good night” (651)

	Week 3 
	T, 1-26
	Poetry Packet

	
	R, 1-28
	Poetry Packet; Group 1 Presents

	Week 4 
	T, 2-2
	Mark Doty Poems; First Paper Discussion

	
	R, 2-4
	In-Class Writing

	Week 5 
	T, 2-9 
	First Essay Draft #1 Due for Group Critique

	
	R, 2-11
	First Essay Final Draft Due

	Week 6 
	T, 2-16 
	Introduction to Fiction

PL: Updike, “A&P” (131)

	
	R, 2-18
	PL: Hemingway, “Hills Like White Elephants” (78) Carver, “Cathedral” (320) 

	Week 7 
	T, 2-23
	PL: The Short-Short (84-98); Group 2 Presents

	
	R, 2-25 
	PL: Alexie, “This is What it Means to Say Phoenix, Arizona” (170) O’Brien, “The Things They Carried” (277)

	Week 8 
	T, 3-2 
	PL: Oates, “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” (427)

	
	R, 3-4 
	PL: O’Connor, “Everything That Rises Must Converge” (439)

	Week 9 
	T, 3-9
	Dubus, “A Father’s Story” (Handout); Second Paper Discussion

	
	R, 3-11 
	Handout, Group 3 Presents

	Week 10 
	T, 3-16 
	Second Essay Draft #1 Due for Group Critique

	
	R, 3-18 
	Second Essay Final Draft Due

	Week 11 
	T, 3-23 
	Spring Break

	
	R, 3-25 
	Spring Break

	Week 12 
	T, 3-30
	Introduction to Drama

PL: Williams, The Glass Menagerie (1179-1202)

	
	R, 4-1
	PL: Williams, The Glass Menagerie (1202-1227); Group 4 Presents

	Week 13 
	T, 4-6 
	Library Day

	
	R, 4-8 
	The Virgin Suicides Chapters One and Two (1-44)

	Week 14 
	T, 4-13 
	The Virgin Suicides Chapter Three (45-135)

	
	R, 4-15 
	The Virgin Suicides Chapter Four (136-211); Group 5 Presents

	Week 15 
	T, 4-20 
	The Virgin Suicides (Chapter Five (212-243); Intro to the Research Paper

	
	R, 4-22 
	TBA-Catch up day

	Week 16 
	T, 4-27 
	In-class writing

	
	R, 4-29 
	Third Essay Draft #1 Due for Group Critique

	Finals 
	T, 5-4
	Third Essay Final Draft Due


