English Composition 2: Spring 2010

Class Info: ENGL 1102-12, CRN 20194 



  Mondays & Wednesdays 3:30-4:45 A&S 150

Instructor: John Teschner

Mailbox: in the MFA Office, A&S 329

Office Hours: T TH, 12:30-2:00. I will be on a bench by the fountain or the lounge by the coffee stand on the first floor of the library.
Contact Information: 

Phone: 703-963-8119; email: john.teschner@gcsu.edu

Required Texts: 

Making Literature Matter, Schilb & Clifford

Fire to Fire, Mark Doty

Recommended Text: Easy Writer Pocket Reference, Lunsford
Class Website: I will post all class documents, including the syllabus, handouts and paper prompts, to the class GeorgiaVIEW website. You can log in at https://gcsu.view.usg.edu.

Course Description & Goals: 


In 1101, I taught the writing process: brainstorming topics, collecting evidence, generating ideas, organizing, writing, and revising. In 1102, we shift our focus to the process of acquiring evidence and ideas. I want you to form the habit of marking the information you come across, then synthesizing and narrowing those ideas into an organized argument for a paper. In this class you’ll study literature, but you can apply the same skills to any topic.


Every reading assignment will include a written component. Your standard assignment will be to pick out one line from each assigned poem, or three sentences from a short story, and explain why you found those lines significant. You’ll turn in that writing on my desk when you walk into class, then you’ll do an in-class writing assignment while I read your responses. I’ll hand the responses back, and we’ll discuss the reading. The informal writing you do in and out of class will become the basis for the papers you’ll write for me this semester. 


The process of marking important places in the text, then selecting which of those is most crucial, will lead you to interpret what you are reading and form your own ideas about it. This process -- marking the text, choosing the most important passages, analyzing their meaning, and connecting them to other things you’ve read -- will lead to high quality papers in all your classes. Through class discussions you will hear other evidence and ideas that might connect to the arguments you are developing. So take notes on what your classmates say! When it is time to begin writing your paper, you will have a soup of arguments/ ideas/evidence to transform into a paper using the writing process we learned in 1101. Everything that happens in this class is designed to be useful to your papers.
Grades: 


      

Participation/Group Assignments/

Informal Writing:………………………………………………………………35%

Paper #1, Poetry Close Reading:…………………………15%

Paper#2, Literary Theory Research:…………………20%

Paper #3, Critical Literacy:…………………………………20%

Drama Project:………………………………………………………………………10%

Participation/Informal Writing: This is a good opportunity to strengthen your grade. All you have to do is read, do the assignments, and participate in class. It is a big percentage of your grade because you will do A LOT of informal writing. You will also have numerous group assignments throughout the semester. If your group is leading discussion, that will count as your reading assignment for the day. My grade book will have two columns for each class period. One column will register your presence or absence; the other will register your completion of the writing assignment for that day’s reading. If you miss a class, you will have one week to submit the writing assignment you missed. When you submit a paper, I will expect you to include the in-class writing that led up to that paper. 

Attendance: If you miss more than three classes your grade will be significantly affected.  

Submitting Papers: This class is analog. At the start of class on the assigned due date, all essays are to be turned in on paper, typed, double-spaced, and stapled. Late papers will lose points for each day they are late. 

Revisions: You are allowed (not required) to revise TWO graded papers and resubmit them to me. The grade of the revised paper will be averaged with the grade of the original. Note: You will also submit a draft of every paper for peer review before the paper due date. The most efficient use of your time and effort will be to submit a quality draft, revise, and submit the best possible paper on the due date. 

Academic Dishonesty: This is from the student Handbook:
"Plagiarism" is defined as presenting as one's own work the words or ideas of an author or fellow student. Students should document quotes through quotation marks and footnotes or other accepted citation methods. Ignorance of these rules concerning plagiarism is not an excuse. When in doubt, students should seek clarification from the professor who made the assignment.

I take cheating and plagiarism very seriously. If you plagiarize in a paper, you will get a zero on that paper. At my discretion, you may fail the class. You will be reported to the school’s plagiarism database, and you may face other sanctions, described here: http://info.gcsu.edu/intranet/handbooks/academic_affairs/aahandbook/301.html
Etiquette: Please turn off your cell phones and put them away. If you want to use a laptop in class, please talk to me about it. Using the internet in class is inappropriate unless it is for research you’ve okayed with me. When we are talking, please keep your laptops shut.

ASSISTANCE FOR STUDENT NEEDS RELATED TO DISABILITY: If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility.  Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements.  For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233. (source Dean of CoAS, 12/2/2009)

 

FIRE DRILLS: Fire drills will be conducted during the semester.  In the event of a fire alarm signal, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit.  Learn the floor plan and exits of the A & S Building.  Do not use elevators.  Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke.  Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life.  Assemble for a head count on front lawn main campus. (source Dean of CoAS, 12/2/2009)

Writing Center: The GCSU Writing Center is a tremendous resource. A visit takes only 15 or 20 minutes and the feedback you get can transform your paper. It is located on the second floor of Lanier Hall, room 209, and is open Monday through Friday. No reservation is necessary, just drop in.  

Regents’ Test: Some of you may be required to take the Regents’ test. To find out whether this applies to you, check your tranguide under PAWS. More information regarding this exam can be found at: http://www.gcsu.edu/testingcenter/regentstesting.htm and http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwrtp/. 
Tentative Class Schedule
All reading assignments have a writing component 

1/11 – Reading Literature

(Schilb) Poems 127-134

1/13 Making Arguments About Literature

Doty 55-60 (oldest), 165-166, 201, 225, 245-246, 283-284, 289-293, 33(newest)
1/18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day – NO CLASS
1/20 Brainstorming a Topic GROUP 1 CLOSE READING
Doty (from My Alexandria) 80-93, 105-114 
1/25 Collecting Evidence GROUPS 2 & 3 CLOSE READINGS
Doty 142-154, 18-20

1/27 Thesis and Organization GROUPS 4 & 5 CLOSE READINGS
Finish Paper 1 Draft

2/1 PAPER 1 DRAFT DUE

Complete Paper 1

Paula Brancato
Screenwriter, Poet, Actor, Producer

Program TBA

Monday, February 1

8:00 pm, Arts & Sciences Auditorium

2/3 PAPER 1 DUE

Attend Doty/Lisicky Reading 

Read (Schilb) Joyce, Counterparts 1604-1611

Mark Doty and Paul Lisicky



An Evening of Poetry and Memoir

Co-sponsored by Arts Unlimited

Wednesday, March 3

7:30 pm, Arts & Sciences Auditorium

2/8 Literary Theory 

Plath, Daddy 262-265

Spiegelman, Prisoner on Hell Planet 562-567

2/10 GROUP 1 DISCUSSION: Literary Theory 1
Moody, Demonology 231-239

Josh McIvor-Andersen


Winner of the Arts & Letters/Susan Atefat Prize in Creative Nonfiction

Friday, March 12

3:30 pm, Museum Education Room (Clarke Street Entrance)

Andrew Ade



Winner of the Arts & Letters Prize in Drama

“A Question of Taste,” directed by Iona Pendergast

Co-sponsored by the GCSU Department of Theatre

Friday, March 12 and Saturday, March 13

8:00 pm, Max Noah Recital Hall, Porter Hall

There will be an admission charge for the play. Recommended for Mature Audiences.

2/15 GROUP 2 DISCUSSION: Literary Theory 2
Wolff, The Rich Brother, 305-318

2/17 GROUP 3 DISCUSSION: Literary Theory 3
Grandparent Poems, 407-418

2/22 GROUP 4 DISCUSSION: Literary Theory 4
Hemingway, Hills Like White Elephants 523-527

2/24 GROUP 5 DISCUSSION: Literary Theory 5 

Boyle, The Love of My Life 528-541

3/1 LIBRARY DAY

Braverman, Pagan Night 541-550

3/3 LIBRARY DAY

Develop a thesis and bring in 5 pieces of cited evidence

3/8 Research Paper

Bring in 15 pieces of cited evidence

3/10 Research Paper

Complete Draft

3/15 PAPER 2 DRAFT DUE

Complete Research Paper

3/17 PAPER 2 DUE
3/22 SPRING BREAK

3/24 SPRING BREAK

HW: Oates, Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been? 1367-1380

3/29 Journeys (Dangerous and Inner)

O’Brien, Sweetheart of the Song Tra Bong 1380-1395

3/31 GROUP 1 DISCUSSION
Alexie, What You Pawn I Will Redeem 1396-1411

4/5 GROUP 2 DISCUSSION
Cheever, The Swimmer 1459-1567

Cather, A Wagner Matinee 1442-1447

4/7 GROUP 3 DISCUSSION
Mason, Shiloh 1448-1458

4/12 GROUP 4 DISCUSSION
Work on draft

4/14 GROUP 5 DISCUSSION
Complete draft

4/19 PAPER 3 DRAFT DUE

Complete Research Paper

R. T. Smith



The Flannery O’Connor Memorial Lecture/Reading

Presented by Arts Unlimited and the Flannery O’Connor Review

Monday, April 19

7:30 pm, Arts & Sciences Auditorium

4/21 PAPER 3 DUE

Drama/Close Reading Project

4/26 DRAMA/CLOSE-READING PROJECT
4/28 DRAMA/CLOSE-READING PROJECT
5/3 DRAMA/CLOSE-READING PROJECT
Exam Time: May 7, 2:00-4:45 
4
5

