English 1102 (Section 10): Composition II

Instructor: Nathan Jackson Tucker (nathan.tucker@gcsu.edu)

Hours: MW: 1:00-2:00 p.m. (1-53) & by appointment at Blackbird Coffee

Office: 1-53 in Arts & Sciences | 478-445-

Class time: MW 2-3:15 p.m. | A&S 351B

Required Texts

Literature: A Portable Anthology, edited by Gardner. 2nd Ed. 

Shelter by Jayne Anne Phillips 

Course Objective

Continuing from English 1101, students will be asked to further their analytical writing skills using literature as a vehicle of development. We will discuss poetry, fiction, and drama, learn their elements and the proper ways to read and analyze them. Students must successfully write four essays using various analytical tools. It is important to remember that this is not a literature course, and its overarching purpose is to further your writing and analytical skills, not make you literary scholars. 

The Essays

1. Poetry Explication (50 points): A poetry explication asks you to consider a specific theme in a poem and write about it. Using the language and tools we’ve discussed in the course, you will critique and analyze this poem using only your own thoughts. No outside research will be accepted. This essay should be 3 pages. 

2. Fiction Analysis (100 points): A fiction analysis asks you to consider one particular theme, thought, or idea in the context of the entire short story and write about it. Using the language and tools we’ve discussed in the course, you will critique and analyze a short story. Think of this as an extended version of the poetry explication. As with the first essay, no outside research will be accepted. You must analyze it using your own understanding of the story from the text itself. This essay is 5 pages. 

3. Comparison and Contrast Reflection on Play (100 points): In this essay, you will compare your experience performing a particular section of Henrik Ibsen’s play A Doll House with the actual text. This essay will require you to take copious notes on the play, on class discussion, and on your preparations for the performance. This essay should be 4 pages in length, and will also include your grade for the play performance. 

4. Research Paper on the Novel (150 points): Read the novel for the class, then write a paper on a particular aspect of the novel that you want to know more about. I will require ten sources (5 from scholarship, 5 regarding your topic). The paper should be 8 pages long. 

Other Work

Journals (50 points): You will buy a composition notebook for this class, and within that notebook you will write a one-page summary of everything you read for the course. When we begin reading the novel, you will write a one-page summary of each chapter. For the play, a one-page summary of each scene. Without warning, I will collected these journals three times throughout the semester before a final collection at the end of the course. Make sure to be diligent about these journals, as failure to write about each story, poem, novel chapter, and scene will result in NO POINTS for the journal. 

Quizzes (50 points): You will have the opportunity to complete five surprise reading quizzes throughout the semester. These quizzes will be designed in a way not to penalize you for “wrong” answers, but rather to gauge your understanding of text, and make sure that you are reading. Therefore, reading and attendance are very important. You CANNOT make up these quizzes if you miss them due to absence. 

Grading Scale

A = 500-451 | B = 450-401 | C = 400-351 | D = 350-301 | F = 300-0

Policies Regarding Participation, Absence, and Late Work. 

Discussion of assigned literary works and sections of the textbook on how to read and write about literature is mandatory. In order for me to assess understanding of material, I ask questions, and if you are not prepared to answer those questions (even if the answer is “I don’t understand this, can you explain it?”) then I assume you haven’t read the material. Likewise, if you are absent more than three times in the semester one letter grade will be dropped for each absence. There is no difference between an excused or unexcused absence, so please don’t email me about why you were absent. The best approach to absences is to not be absent unless you actually have a reason to be. This policy is nonnegotiable. As for late work, I do not accept it. I am strict about this policy because the syllabus is explicit about when assignments are due. I rarely change the schedule on the syllabus. You have the dates on which papers are due, and this will not change. Because of this advanced notice, I do not accept late work. 
A Note on Extra Credit
You may attend plays produced by the GCSU Theatre Department or readings sponsored by the GCSU Creative Writing program for extra credit. The assignment is a one-page typed reflection and summary of events. Extra credit cannot be used to “make-up” for absences. You have the opportunity to turn in three extra credit assignments, each worth two points. Frequent visits to the Writing Center will improve your grade naturally, even though it will not be counted specifically as extra credit. That said, I would like to know that you have been to the Writing Center, so feel free to pick up a slip of paper as proof of your consultation.

Discrimination and Disability Statement

No student shall be discriminated against on the basis of age, color, gender, handicapped status, marital status, national origin, political persuasion, race, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status. These prohibitions are not intended to abridge student rights of free expression, but to protect the rights of everybody. If you feel discriminated against, it is your right to address these concerns with the instructor or department. Furthermore, if you have a disability, it is your right and responsibility to address these concerns immediately so that proper accommodations can be made with the university. 

Course Schedule

M (1/11): Introduction to course; syllabus; diagnostic assessment

W (1/13): Writing about literature (Gardner 1175-1191)

W (1/20): The Writing Process (Gardner 1192-1218)

M (1/25): Writing about Poems (Gardner 1220-1222 & 1238-1247)

W (1/27): Dunbar (548), McKay (569), Toomer (573), Hughes (575), Cullen (577), Brooks (593)

M (2/1): Clifton (644), Dove (687), Komunyakaa (673), Eady (709), Joseph (728)

W (2/3): Stein (555), Levertov (602), Kumin (603), Ginsberg (608), Levine (615), Rich (624); Choose Poem

M (2/8): Plath (631), Pinsky (656), Gluck (666), Kenyon (674), Doty (700)

W (2/10): Sanchez (636), Cortez (642), Ortiz (660), Cruz (680), Rios (692), Soto (695), Baca (696)

M (2/15): Cofer (697), Gonzalez (699), Cervantes (704), Espada (717)

W (2/17): Hongo (686), Hahn (714), Chin (710), Liu (725), Lee (716), Song (711); Peer Revisions

M (2/22): Ai (672), Silko (677), Young Bear (681), Harjo (684), Erdrich (706), Alexie (726), Jeffers (727); DUE: Poetry Explication
W (2/24): Writing About Plays (1248-1253); Discuss Play Performance

M (3/1): Ibsen, A Doll House Act I (899-922)

W (3/3): Ibsen, A Doll House Act II (922-940)

M (3/8): Ibsen, A Doll House Act III (940-957)

W (3/10): Final Preparations for Play Performances

M (3/15): Play Performances

W (3/17): Writing about Fiction (Gardner 1223-1227 & 1231-1237); Melville, “Bartleby, the Scrivener” (20)

MW (3/22 & 3/24): Spring Break

M (3/29): DUE: Compare/Contrast Reflection on Play; Cather, “Paul’s Case” (84); Choose Essay Topic

W (3/31): Jackson, “The Lottery” (242)

M (4/5): Baldwin, “Sonny’s Blues” (250)

W (4/7): Carver, “Cathedral” (305); Peer Review

M (4/12): Oates, “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” (318)

W (4/14): Mukherjee, “The Management of Grief” (354); DUE: Fiction Analysis
M (4/19): Writing a Literary Research Paper (Gardner 1254-1261)

W (4/21): Phillips, 

M (4/26): Phillips, 

W (4/28): Phillips, 

M (5/3): Journals Due; Research Papers Due

GCSU Honor Code

Students are expected to abide by the requirements of the GCSU Honor Code as it applies to all academic work at the university. Failure to do so will result in serious penalties. The Honor Code may be found online at www.gcsu.edu/honorcode. This course will use turnitin.com anti-plagiarism software. Students found cheating will receive a zero for that essay and face possible failure of the course. 

In Case of Fire

You should use the stairwell exit closest to the classroom. Please do not run to the stairwell, as this could cause a terrible panic. Do not use the elevator to exit during a fire drill. Leave immediately. You should get as far away from the building as you can. 

Assignment #1: Poetry Explication

Objective of the Assignment

The objective of a poetry explication is to gain a better understanding of one particular poem by considering all of the elements that contains. You will do this by first selecting a poem, particularly one that you like, and answering questions about the speaker, the listener, and the imagery by looking at sound and sense, patterns of sound, end rhymes, assonance and consonance, form, meter, stanzas, and lineation. 
How to Write a Poetry Explication

The first paragraph of a poetry explication should give your reader a general sense of what you feel the poem is about. The paragraphs following should show evidence of your “position” on the poem as well as suggest that you have a very clear understanding of what is happening in the poem. The explication should conclude with an overall interpretation of the poem based on the evidence that you have found in the poem. 
Rubric

I will be looking for (1) a strong thesis statement, (2) specific lines from the poem that have been (3) analyzed to back up the main argument/suggestion you are making about that particular poem, as well as (4) good command of language, (5) and a strong concluding statement that shows me that you understand the poem. 

Assignment #2: Fiction Analysis
Objective of the Assignment

The objective of a fiction analysis is to read a short story and find a particular theme, thought, or idea running through it that you feel has a special significance within the story. Within the essay, you should argue for your particular interpretation of the story using lines from the story to defend your claims. Mu
Rubric

As with the poetry explication, I’m looking for (1) a strong thesis statement that explains what your essay is about as well as an understanding of what the story is about, (2) evidence from the text, (3) clear language, (4) and a strong concluding statement that gives me your overall interpretation of the poem. 

Assignment #3: Play Reflection/Comparison and Contrast

Objective of the Assignment

The objective of a reflection comparison and contrast is two fold: you should be able to analyze and evaluate yourself at this point in your writing life, but you should also understand how the work (thought, preparation, writing) you’ve put into A Doll House has been affected by you as performer and reader. I am simply asking you to write about these two experiences in a critical way, considering the themes found in the play, as well as possible similar themes within your own life that have shaped your overall understanding. 
Rubric

I will be looking for (1) good organization, (2) thoughtful critique of Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll House, (3) thoughtful reflection of your experience reading and performing A Doll House, (4) and a conclusion. 
Assignment #4: Literary Research Paper

Objective of the Assignment

A literary research paper asks you to consider a theme, thought, or idea that is prevalent throughout the novel and explain its significance within the text. Using research to back up your claims as well as fill in any and all knowledge gaps you might have, you should write a paper that really asks an interesting or thought-provoking question and moves beyond the simplicities of conventional thought. 
Research

You should have five scholarly sources that speak to the literary themes you’ve uncovered within the novel and five sources that help you understand the novel better within its context. 

Rubric

Your research paper should have a (1) well-constructed thesis, (2) logical organizational pattern, (3) correctly cited sources that have been (4) incorporated into the paper well, (5) clear language that doesn’t leave me asking questions about meaning, and (6) a conclusion that delivers a thought-provoking overall interpretation of the novel you have read. 

