English 1102: English Composition II

Spring 2011

Course Information: ENGL 1102-19     CRN: 20326 (T/TH 12:30-1:45, A&S 340B)

Instructor: Evan Allgood
E-mail: evan.allgood@gcsu.edu
Phone: 478-445-2013

Office:  A&S 153

Hours: T/TH 2:00-3:00 & by appointment

Required Texts: 
Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons, Watchmen (ISBN: 9780930289232)




Schilb and Clifford, eds. Making Literature Matter, 4th ed. (ISBN: 


9780312474911)

Required Materials:  Pen and paper; a hard copy of the text being discussed during class time; an effective means of backing up Word documents. 

Course Description & Goals:  Expanding upon the writing strategies established in 1101, this course is designed to introduce students to academic composition, specifically focusing on the analysis of popular literature.  Each class, using group explorations and individual studies, students will discuss and dissect various forms of literature, gaining a firmer understanding that will lead to the composition of several essays.  In all, this course’s chief concern is the production of student writing that is reasoned and insightful.  Successful students will attend class regularly, demonstrating a strong work ethic and a healthy curiosity toward literature.

Grading system/scale:



Othello presentation:


  5%

A: 90-100



Participation:



10%

B: 80-89



Quizzes/responses/outlines/drafts:
10%

C: 70-79



Explication/close reading (3-5 p.):        15%

D: 60-69



Theme essay on short story (4-5 p.):    20%

F: 59 or below



Watchmen essay (4-6 p.):

20%



Literary research paper (6-8 p.):
20%

(Note: Grades are non-negotiable. Please do not campaign or fight for grades. Your efforts will be futile.)

Attendance: Daily attendance is mandatory. Each student is allowed a total of three (3) absences for any reason. (No need for excuses, doctor's notes, etc.) After that, each absence will lower the student’s participation grade by a full letter grade. Use your absences wisely and please e-mail me if you don't know exactly what you missed/should be working on. Barring extreme circumstances, I reserve the right to fail any student who misses six or more classes.

Tardiness: Come to class on time every day. Two tardies = one absence. If you know you're going to arrive late or leave early and you have a legitimate reason to do so, please notify me ahead of time and I will consider not holding it against you.

Hard vs. electronic copies: Unless you are absent from class or I say otherwise, all work (including responses, outlines, rough and final drafts) should be submitted as a hard copy in class. Electronic work will not receive full (if any) credit. If you do all your work right before class, not only will it not be any good, but it will also come back to haunt you when your printer malfunctions or runs out of ink and you are forced to e-mail me. By submitting electronically, you are doing less so that I can do more. You are also increasing the chance that I will be unable to read or find your work. In short, it's a bad idea.

Othello presentations: Near the end of the semester, you will all be required to do an oral presentation on Othello aimed at boosting your classmates' understanding of the play. I'll give you more specifics and a sign-up sheet after Spring Break, but it should be kind of a fun assignment, one that counts 5% of your overall grade.

Participation: Participation is paramount to the effectiveness of our discussions and accounts for 10% of your final grade. You should come to class every day having done the assigned reading, with comments and questions ready to share. Frequently for students who are on the fence between two grades, the tiebreaker winds up being how often they participated in class. (Note: Enthusiasm is encouraged, but not to the point of rudeness. Please raise a hand whenever possible and be respectful of your classmates. Students who are particularly disruptive will be marked absent for the day.)

Quizzes: I consider pop quizzes  a necessary evil and have no qualms about giving them if I feel students aren’t doing the reading, or reading closely enough. Expect several quizzes over the course of the semester, particularly on the “How to…” readings. Quizzes, responses, and rough drafts (combined) count 10% of your final grade. This may not sound like much, but like the participation grade, this seemingly slim portion often makes the difference between a B and a C or an A and a B.

Reading responses: For most of the readings, I will ask you to type a short (½ to 1-page) response to turn in the following class. These responses should reflect not only that you read closely and carefully, but that you put some thought into both the piece and your response. Please be prepared to share your responses in class.

Peer review: On days that your first drafts are due (tentatively 1/27, 2/24, 3/29 & 4/26), you should bring four (4) hard copies to class so that your peers can read and critique your work. (I realize that ink and paper are often in short supply, so feel free to change the font size/color, print on both sides, etc.) On these days, you will organize yourselves into groups of four and take turns passing out your work. Each student will read his/her essay aloud while the others follow along—making notes—and then each member of the group will give the student constructive, spoken and written feedback on his/her work. Please be fair, thoughtful and honest in your feedback, but not honest to the point of cruelty.

Revision: One of the things I want to stress this semester is that writing is a process. A major component of that process is revision—therefore, students are strongly encouraged (but not required) to revise any two of the first three papers. These revisions must be turned in within one week of the original due date; once submitted, the revised grade will be averaged with the original. (Note: Submitting a revision does not guarantee a higher grade—especially if the revision is a lazy or sloppy effort.)

Late work: Papers are to be typed (double-spaced and in proper MLA format), stapled, and turned in at the start of class on the due date. Except in extreme cases, late papers—including those submitted after class on the due date—will be docked ten (10) points for every day that they're late. (Not every class day, but every day.)

Page requirements: When I say three pages, I mean three, not two-and-a-quarter or two-and-a-half. Same goes for four, five, or six pages. It's nearly impossible to achieve an A on a paper if you don't even meet these minimum requirements. (Note: Intentionally or accidentally narrowing your margins will adversely affect your grade. Margins—top, bottom, and side—should be 1”. Please check your settings before printing, as many Word programs have default margins of 1.25”.)

Plagiarism/Academic Dishonesty: Don't do it. The Honor Code defines plagiarism as "presenting as one's own work the words or ideas of an author or fellow student. Students should document quotes through quotation marks and footnotes or other accepted citation methods. Ignorance of these rules concerning plagiarism is not an excuse. When in doubt, students should seek clarification from the professor who made the assignment." Section 3.01 of the Academic Affairs Handbook elaborates other examples of academic dishonesty and outlines disciplinary procedures and appeals for academic misconduct. Submitting the same paper in two different courses constitutes academic dishonesty. Plagiarism is not tolerated at GCSU; any student found guilty of willful plagiarism or dishonesty will fail the assignment and the course. Students must submit all of their final drafts to Turnitin.com.

Etiquette: Please ensure that all electronic devices are silenced.  Text messaging and use of the Internet for personal reasons during class time is unprofessional and will not be tolerated.  Except on days designated for in-class writing, all laptops are to remain closed during discussion, or (better yet) left at home. If I catch you texting or surfing the Internet during class, I will mark you absent for the day.

Statement of Equal Opportunity: If you have a disability that affects your progress as a student in this class, please meet with me to discuss how we can create the most helpful environment. For significant accommodations, an official letter from GCSU documenting the disability will be necessary. All discussions will be confidential. For documentation requirements and for additional information, contact Disability Services, located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.

Fire Drill: Fire drills will be conducted during the semester. In the event of a fire alarm signal, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the A&S Building. Do not use elevators. Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke. Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life. Assemble for a head count on front lawn main campus.

Withdrawal: The last day to add a course is Wednesday, January 12. The last day to drop a course without fee penalty is Friday, January 14. The last day to withdraw without academic penalty (unless previously assigned an F by professor for absences) is Monday, March 7.

Writing Center (209 Lanier): The Writing Center is a tremendous resource for any young writer, particularly a struggling one. No reservation is necessary, and their highly trained consultants will assist you at any stage of the writing process, from brainstorming to revision and all parts in-between. The center is open from 9-4 Monday-Thursday, and 9-12 on Fridays. For more information, call 478-445-3370 or visit online at: http://www.gcsu.edu/acad_affairs/coll_artsci/eng/writing/
myCATS: I use myCATS frequently to post readings and links (in the Links section) as well as assignments and essay prompts (in the Files section). I suggest you check it at least once a week—to do so, log onto myCATS, click on the Student tab, My Courses, and ENGL 1101. Links and Files are on the left. If an essay is listed on the class schedule without a page number, it is most likely a handout/link.

Tentative Class Schedule

(Unless otherwise noted, all readings come from Making Literature Matter)

JANUARY

Tue. 1/11: 
Introductions to course, each other; Things You Can Do

HW: Read “How to Read Closely” (16-32), Collins & MacLeish (links)

Thu. 1/13:
Discuss readings; introduce explication



HW: Read “How to Make Arguments about Literature” (33-58)

Tue. 1/18:
Discuss reading (and poems/stories therein)

HW: Read Shakespeare, Bradstreet, Cummings, Szymborska, Olds, Harper, Dickinson & Rose (573-586); consider three potential theses for explication

Thu. 1/20:
Discuss readings

HW: Read “How to Write about Poetry” (125-148); choose a thesis & type outline

Tue. 1/25:
Discuss reading (and poems therein); group explications



HW: Complete 1st draft of explication

Thu. 1/27:
1st draft of explication due (4 copies); watch Def Poetry & distribute oral 

presentation sign-up sheet

HW:  Read “The Writing Process” (59-90), paying special attention to the sections on limiting plot summary (69-70) & revising (77-82)

FEBRUARY

Tue. 2/1:
In-class revision (bring laptops); one-on-one feedback



HW: Complete final draft of explication

Thu. 2/3:
No class – final draft of explication due on Turnitin



HW:  Read “How to Write about Stories” (91-124), paying special attention 

to the section on theme (115-123)

Tue. 2/8:
Discuss reading; introduce theme paper

HW: Read O'Connor (1249-1262) & Carter (1580-1588)

Thu. 2/10:
Discuss readings

HW: Read Walker (297-304) & Alexie (1396-1412)

Tue. 2/15:
Discuss readings



HW: Read Updike (600-605) & Anderson (606-611); consider three 


potential theses for theme paper

Thu. 2/17:
Discuss readings; group work

HW: Read Ellison (1470-1481); choose a thesis & type outline

Tue. 2/22:
Discuss reading; in-class writing (bring laptops)



HW: Complete 1st draft of theme paper

Thu. 2/24:
1st draft of theme paper due (4 copies); start Dr. Strangelove



HW: (Re)read “Strategies for Writing a Comparative Paper” (82-90); start 

revising theme paper based on class comments

MARCH

Tue. 3/1:
In-class revision (bring laptops); one-on-one feedback



HW: Complete final draft of theme paper

Wed. 3/2:
Conferences in A&S 153 (2:00-6:00 pm)

Thu. 3/3:
Final draft of theme paper due; introduce Watchmen paper; finish Dr. 

Strangelove



HW: Read Watchmen (Ch. I-IV)

Tue. 3/8:
Discuss Strangelove & Watchmen



HW: Read Watchmen (Ch. V-VI)

Thu. 3/10:
Discuss Watchmen



HW: Read Watchmen (Ch. VII-X); consider three potential theses for paper

Tue. 3/15:
Discuss Watchmen; group work



HW: Finish Watchmen (Ch. XI-XII);  choose a thesis & type outline

Thu. 3/17:
Discuss Watchmen; in-class writing (bring laptops)



HW: Complete 1st draft of Watchmen paper

Mon. 3/21-Fri. 3/25:

SPRING BREAK

Tue. 3/29:
1st draft of Watchmen paper due (4 copies)



HW: Start revising paper based on class comments

Thu. 3/31:
In-class revision (bring laptops); one-on-one feedback



HW: Complete final draft of Watchmen paper

APRIL

Tue. 4/5:
Final draft of Watchmen paper due; meet in library (research); introduce 

literary research paper



HW: Read “How to Write a Research Paper” (190-218); choose three 


potential questions to answer in your research paper

Thu. 4/7:
Meet in library (tutorial)

HW: Find five potential sources for research paper; read “How to Write about Plays” (149-167), Othello (Act I – 704-724)

Tue. 4/12:
Present/discuss Othello



HW: Read Othello (Act II – 724-741); choose a research question to answer

Thu. 4/14:
Present/discuss Othello



HW: Finish Othello (Acts III & IV – 741-778); type research outline

Tue. 4/19:
Present/discuss Othello



HW: Read Othello (Act V – 778-796); start writing research paper

Thu. 4/21:
Present/discuss Othello; in-class writing (bring laptops)



HW: Complete 1st draft of research paper

Tue. 4/26:
1st draft of research paper due (3 copies); peer review



HW: Start revising research paper based on class comments

Thu. 4/28:
In-class revision (bring laptops); one-on-one feedback



HW: Complete final draft of research paper

MAY

Tue. 5/3:
Final draft of research paper due on Turnitin



HW: Have a great summer!

(Note: Class schedule is subject to change as instructor sees fit.)

