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	English Composition 1102, Section 22                                   Spring 2011
Instructor: R. Marsom 
Meeting Times: MWF 10-10:50
Classroom: Arts & Sciences 340B
Office: Arts & Sciences 153    
Office Hours:  MW 11-12, T 2-3 and by appointment

Email: rachel.marsom@gcsu.edu


Course Description
The undergraduate course catalog describes English 1102 as "a composition course that develops writing skills beyond the levels of proficiency required by ENGL 1101, emphasizes interpretation and evaluation of texts, and incorporates a variety of more advanced research methods." 

This course's Academic Assessment page describes our topics: 

· Basic introductions to various types of literature, including poetry, drama, and prose fiction;

· Strategies for college-level writing about literary texts, including vocabulary, grammar, style, purpose and audience;

· Revision;

· Basic research methods for college-level work;

· Analysis of texts orally (class discussion) and in writing.

as well as course outcomes:

· To reinforce principles of writing acquired in ENGL 1101;

· To reinforce the principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis acquired in ENGL 1101;

· To understand complexities of culture in order to write or speak about them;

· To create forceful and effective written argument in the academic environment;

· To reinforce principles of academic research and how to synthesize research in writing so that the insights and documentation are logical and clear;

· To gain insight into various ways of interpreting texts and presenting insights about them in writing.
· To experience public presentation and public reaction to finished work.
All students, regardless of their degree program, must earn a grade of C or better in English 1102, as it, along with English 1101, fulfills the Area A. Essential Skills requirement in the Core Curriculum.

Required Texts

Schlib, John and John Clifford.  Making Literature Matter: An Anthology for Readers and Writers 4th ed.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2009.  

You are required to have a citation guide for the research portion of the course.

You are responsible for any additional readings that I have given you via handout or email attachment.  Always bring a hard copy of the assigned text to class.

Also, consider this syllabus to be a textbook, and bring it to class EVERY DAY!

Grading

Assignments in English 1102 will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

· “A” work is excellent work that fulfills assignment criteria with exceptional skill, quality, style, persuasiveness, or sophistication

· “B” work is good work that meets assignment criteria

· “C” work is acceptable work that meets assignment criteria but contains notable flaws in planning, drafting, revising, etc.
· “D” work is poor work that does not meet assignment criteria

· “F” work is poor work filled with numerous severe flaws

Figure your grade on the familiar 100-point scale: 

90-100 is A, 80-89 is B, 70-79 is C, 60-69 is D, 59 and lower is F. 

Assignments and Grade Distribution

	1 close reading (3-5 pages)
	15%

	1 thematic analysis essay (4-6 pages)
	20%

	1 annotated bibliography
	5%

	1 persuasive research paper (8 pages)
	30%

	
1 ”dating profile”/ presentation
	5%

	1 letter/reflection (3-5 pages)
	10%

	Classwork assessment: participation in class discussions and group activities, quizzes, homework, peer editing
	15%

	Total
	100%


I will comment on your writing in conference.  You then will revise this essay into a final draft, often working through several versions, using the suggestions you received as a starting point for the final version.  In particular, revision will be focused on the close reading, thematic analysis essay, and research paper units.  Though we will not be holding a formal conference for the reflection essay, I am happy to meet with you and I hope you will be able to apply these revision techniques to your final essay.

Class Procedures:  For every class period, there will be reading assignments. We will discuss and/or write about these texts in detail, so be sure to read them and annotate carefully, so bring your textbook to class each day.

For many class periods, you will have a homework assignment. Homework will be graded on a √+, √, and √- basis.  I strongly, strongly recommend that you put a lot of time and effort into your homework assignments--and in the end, it will help you construct better essays.  

HOMEWORK MUST BE TYPED AND TURNED IN THE DAY IT IS DUE. 

I ONLY ACCEPT HARD COPIES—NO EMAILED HOMEWORK WILL BE GRADED.
Late Work
Do not turn your essays in late, unless you negotiate with me BEFORE the due date--NEVER on the same day an essay is due. Essays that are late will be marked down 10 points for each day they are late. As with the attendance policy, I will not vary on deducting for late essays, no matter what "excuse" you might have.

Attendance

English 1102 heavily depends on classroom activities--workshops, discussions and brainstorming sessions, impromptu writing, group preparation for writing assignments -- so your attendance is very important.  When you miss class, you not only miss information important to your success, but you jeopardize the collaborations among students that this course depends on: part of the class goes missing with you. If you miss too many class sessions, your grade will be lowered.

Your instructor will allow you three absences without penalty: save those for the unexpected or unavoidable.  Each unexcused absence beyond those three will cost you five percent of your overall course average.  While 5% doesn’t seem like much, missing only four extra class days over the semester drops you a full 20% -- two whole letter grades.  

If you are more than 15 minutes late to class, your instructor will count you absent for this class session. If you are 5-15 minutes late to class, your instructor will count this as being tardy. Being tardy three times will count as an absence.

Always, and this holds true for all of your classes, if you know that you’ll be absent, contact your teacher and ask about making-up any missed work and assignments.

If I’m absent: If I need to cancel class because my car broke down, or if I’m ill, etc., I will try to get someone to post a sign.  I also will try to email you all before class.  However, if you come to class and I’m not here by the time 15 minutes has elapsed, assume that class is cancelled.

Manuscript preparation: ALL VERSIONS of ALL writing, even homework assignments, must be typed, double-spaced.  Do not use binders or cover sheets unless I have specified one as part of the assignment. You will lose one letter grade for each missing page of major assignments, in addition to losing points for failing to adhere to the stipulations of the assignment (i.e. you are lacking in detail/description, etc.).  A missing half page will result in a five point deduction.
Plagiarism

All students are expected to abide by the requirements of the Georgia College & State University Honor Code as it applies to all academic work at the University. Failure to abide by the Honor Code will result in serious penalties. Plagiarism is a form of theft. It is grounds for failing the course.  Plagiarism occurs when a writer uses someone else’s phrasing, sentences, or distinctive insights without giving proper credit. Be sure to acknowledge your sources! In this age of downloadable papers, remember that turning in work that, in whole or in part, is not your own is also plagiarism.  When in doubt about quotation, citation, or acknowledgment of sources, see your instructor.

Withdrawal

The last day to add a course is Wednesday, January 12. The last day to drop a course without fee penalty is Friday, January 14. The last day to withdraw without academic penalty (unless previously assigned an F by professor for absences) is Monday, March 7.
Assistance for Student Needs Related to Disability

If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility.  Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements.  For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.

The Writing Center

The Writing Center is a free service available to all members of the university community. Consultants assist writers in the writing process, from conception and organization of compositions to revision to documentation of research. Located in Lanier Hall 209, the Center is open Monday through Friday. Call 445-3370 or email writingcr@gcsu.edu for more information.

Fire Drills

Fire drills will be conducted during the semester.  In the event of a fire alarm signal, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit.  Learn the floor plan and exits of the A & S Building.  Do not use elevators.  Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke.  Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life.  Assemble for a head count on front lawn main campus.

Other notes: 
Please feel free to say anything you wish in class; I will.  At the same time, I will respect you as adults and will expect you to treat the others in the class the same way.  This might seem a minor point, but it's important to always be considerate as well as honest.  I call on everyone equally, whether you raise your hand or not, so know in advance that you will be expected to talk in class.  

Also, on a final and hopefully obvious note, cell phones need to be turned off before class.  I will allow you one freebie for an accidental ring, but after this you will be counted absent for making a disturbance.  Text-messaging will result in a request to leave the classroom and an absence.  
	Course Schedule

Please check your syllabus frequently. It is subject to change.
Blank Sections are TO BE ANNOUNCED!
	

	Date
	What we’ll do in class
	Due Today

	Week 1
	Experiences with Writing


	

	1/10
Mon.
	Introductions:

· Students, places, expectations

· course description and objectives
	

	1/12
Wed.
	Meaningful Text
	

	1/14
Fri.
	Words, images, and their power

Why do we read? Why do we write?
	· Purchase textbooks by this date to prepare for homework.



	Week 2
	A Journey to Experience
	Due Today

	1/17
Mon.
	NO CLASS.  Martin Luther King Jr. Day
	

	1/19
Wed.
	Little Red Riding Hood
	● Perrault’s “Little Red Riding Hood” p.1573-1576 and Grimm’s “Little Red Cap” p. 1576-1579

	1/21
Fri.
	Reinterpretation
	● p. 1580-1588: Carter’s “The Company of Wolves” 

	Week 3
	Freedom and Confinement
	Due Today

	1/24
Mon.
	Freedom for Animals: Poems
	● "How to Read Closely" p.16-32

●p.825-835: Kumin’s “Woodchucks”, Lawrence’s “Snake”, Bishop’s “The Fish” and Lux’s “To Help the Monkey Cross the River”

	1/26
Wed.
	Can Tradition be a Trap?: Story
	● p. 837-844: Jackson’s “The Lottery” 

	1/28
Fri.
	Confined for her Own Good: Story
	●Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper” p.924-938 and Gilman’s “Why I Wrote ‘The Yellow Wallpaper’” p. 938-939

	Week 4
	Stereotypes and Justice
	Due Today

	1/31
Mon.
	Trapped in Stereotypes: Poems
	●p.966-978: Chrystos “Today Was a Bad Day like TB”, Erdrich’s “Dear John Wayne”, Okita’s “In Response to Executive Order 9066”, Hernandez’s “Pigeons”, Sanchez’s “Song No. 3,” Mora’s “Legal Alien,” Nye’s “Blood”

	2/2
Wed.
	Discovering Injustice: Stories
	● p.1137-1147: Hawthorne’s “Young Goodman Brown”

	2/4
Fri.
	He Said/She Said: Re-Visions of a Poem
	● p.1168-1174: Browning’s “My Last Duchess”, Spera’s “My Ex-Husband”

	Week 5
	Conference Week
	Due Today

	2/7
Mon.
	Conferences
	● "How to Write about Stories" 91-124

	2/9
Wed.
	Conferences
	●"How to Write about Poems" 125-48

	2/11
Fri.
	        Conferences 
	

	Week 6
	Love
	Due Today

	2/14
Mon.
	True Love: Poems Read in Class
	● Final Draft Close Reading


	2/16
Wed.
	Romantic Dreams: Stories
	●p. 587-600: Silko’s “Yellow Woman” and Joyce’s “Araby”

	2/18
Fri.
	Is This Love?: Stories
	●p. 667-684: Faulkner’s “A Rose for Emily” and Carver’s “What We Talk About When We Talk About Love”

	Week 7
	Justice & Journeys 
	Due Today

	2/21
Mon.
	An Errand of Love?: Story
	● p.1347-1356: Welty’s “A Worn Path”

	2/23
Wed.
	Accidental Journeys: Poems
	● p.1519-1525: Stafford’s “Traveling through the Dark”, Burnside’s “Pentinence”, Wrigley’s “Highway 12, Just East of Paradise, Idaho”, and Tate’s “Thinking Ahead to Possible Options and a Worst Case Scenario”

	2/25
Fri.
	Misfit Justice: Milledgeville’s Own Flannery O’Connor
	● p. 1249-1262: O’Connor’s “A Good Man is Hard to Find”

	Week 8
	Journeys to a Dark Future
	Due Today

	2/28
Mon.
	A Journey to Death: Poems

Read in Class
	

	3/2
Wed.
	Journeys to a Dark Future:

Stories
	● 1494-1506: Butler’s “Human Evolution”, Coupland’s “Shopping is Not Creating” 

	3/4
Fri.
	Journeys to a Dark Future:

Stories
	● 1506-1516: Le Guin’s “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” and Vonnegut’s “Harrison Bergeron”

	Week 9
	Conferences

	Due Today

	3/7
Mon.
	Conferences
	

	3/9
Wed.
	Conferences
	●"How to Make Arguments about Literature" 33-58

	3/11
Fri.
	Conferences
	●start reading ‘night Mother!

	Week 10
	End of a Journey: A Play
	Due Today

	3/14
Mon.
	Norman, ‘night Mother
	●Final Thematic Analysis Due
● p. 1527-1546

	3/16
Wed.
	
	● p. 1546-1564

	3/18
Fri.
	TBA- Guest Instructor
	

	Week 11
	SPRING BREAK

	Due Today

	3/22
Mon.
	NO CLASS
	

	3/24
Wed.
	NO CLASS
	

	3/26
Fri.
	NO CLASS
	

	Week 12
	Annotated Bibliography
	Due Today

	3/28
Mon.
	Annotated Bibliography
	

	3/30
Wed.
	Annotated Bibliography
	

	4/1
Fri.
	Annotated Bibliography
	

	Week 13
	Annotated Bibliography 
	Due Today

	4/4
Mon.
	Annotated Bibliography
	● Bring your prospectus and 5 source citations with complete annotations.
I will return these on Wednesday.

	4/6
Wed.
	Discussions of your proposal and research.
	● Be ready to talk about your topics.  This is a “mini-presentation” day! 

	4/8
Fri.
	Converting your research into a final paper.
	●Final prospectus and annotated bibliography, complete with 8-10 citations/annotations

	Week 14
	Writing Your Research Paper

	Due Today

	4/11
Mon.
	Conferences
	●"How to Write a Research Paper" (190-220)

	4/13
Wed.
	Conferences
	

	4/15
Fri.
	Conferences
	

	Week 15
	Drama

	

	4/18
Mon.
	Othello
	●Final Research Paper Due

	4/20
Wed.
	
	● Act I , p. 705- 124

	4/22
Fri.
	
	● Act II, p. 724- 741

	Week 16
	Drama and Presentations 

	Due Today

	4/25
Mon.
	
	●Profile/Presentation Due (Presentations will continue throughout week)
● Act III, p. 741- 762

	4/27
Wed.
	
	● Act IV, p.762-778

	4/29
Fri.
	
	● Act V, p.778-796

	Week 17
	FINALS WEEK

	Due Today

	TBA
	
	●Reflection Due
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