English 1102 (Composition 2)
Section 23 (CRN 20330)

Instructor:  Valerie Wayson

Class Time:  Tues/Thurs 3:30-4:45  Room: Arts & Sciences 150
Office hours:  Thurs 1:00-3:00 pm and by appointment

Office:  Arts & Sciences 153 

Email: vwayson@gmail.com
Phone:  478-445-2013
Required Texts: 

Exploring Literature, Writing and Arguing About Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and the Essay, 4th Edition, by Frank Madden
Watchmen by Alan Moore
A pocket dictionary
Course Description & Goals:  Expanding upon the writing strategies established in 1101, this course is designed to introduce students to academic composition, specifically focusing on the analysis of popular literature.  Each class, using group explorations and individual studies, students will discuss and dissect various forms of literature, gaining a firmer understanding that will lead to the composition of several essays.  In all, this course’s chief concern is the production of student writing that is reasoned and insightful.  Successful students will attend class regularly, demonstrating a strong work ethic and a healthy curiosity toward literature.   
Grading system/scale:

Responses/Informal Writing/Homework/Quizzes – 15%

There are a number of homework and writing assignments designed to prepare you for the papers.  If I feel you haven’t been doing the readings, I’ll give a pop quiz.
Response Essay (3-5 p.) – 15%

“A response essay develops your personal responses to a literary work; it clarifies your thoughts and feelings, considers what may have triggered these responses, and places your reading in the context of your individual history, other readings, and cultural background.” (Madden)
Close Reading/Explication Essay (3-5 p.) – 20%

A close reading essay examines works with a more critical eye than does a response essay.  Rather than focusing on the reader’s individual history and response, a close reading analyzes the structure and style of the writing, the author’s use of formal elements such as symbolism, metaphor, plot, character development, etc.  It is a translation of the piece.  


Thematic Critical Essay (4-6 p.) – 20%

“A thematic critical essay compares several works that treat the same theme (such as ‘family and friends,’ ‘culture and identity,’ or ‘faith and doubt’), often works from different genres (poems, stories, plays).” (Madden)



Literary Research Paper (6-8 p.) – 20%

“A research essay expands your understanding of a work by investigating outside sources such as biographies, histories, interpretive essays, documentary films, or the Internet to learn more about the author, the times, or the popular andd critical reception of a work that interests you.” (Madden)`



Oral Presentation – 10%


A 5-10 minute presentation of a character analysis.  The character will be chosen from any of the pieces we’ve read during the semester. 
            Grading Scale Is As Follows:

A = 90-100%

B =  80-89%

C =  70-79%

D =  60-69%

All papers are to be in a 12 point Times New Roman font and have one inch borders.  If a paper is half a page short, it will receive a 5 point reduction.  All grades are non-negotiable.

MLA Style:  Formal assignments should adhere to the Modern Language Association (MLA) style. Formal papers require MLA style while pop quizzes, responses, informal writing, and peer review may be informally formatted. One-third of a letter grade will be deducted from a formal paper for problems in each of the following categories, for a possible one letter grade deduction total: 1) header, heading, and title, 2) margins, font, line spacing and length, and 3) quotation and citation format. 

Attendance:  Daily attendance is mandatory.  However, each student is allowed a total of three absences for any reason.  There will be a one letter final grade deduction for every absence beyond three days. Therefore, missing four class periods will result in a one letter final grade deduction and missing seven classes will result in automatic failure of the course.  Use your absences wisely and please email me if you don't know exactly what you missed or should be working on.  I do not differentiate between excused and unexcused absences. 
Tardiness:  Tardiness is not accepted.  If a student is more than ten minutes late, they will be counted absent for the day.  Every three times a student is late (less than ten minutes) will count as one absence.  

Revision: A rough draft is due a week before each paper’s formal due date, and will be reviewed by fellow students and by me.  This draft will be ungraded, but the feedback will greatly improve your grade on the paper, which will be final. 
Late Work: Late work is not accepted. 
Academic Dishonesty:  The Academic Handbook says that plagiarism is “presenting as one's own work the words or ideas of an author or fellow student. Students should document quotes through quotation marks and footnotes or other accepted citation methods. Ignorance of these rules concerning plagiarism is not an excuse. When in doubt, students should seek clarification from the professor who made the assignment.” As plagiarism is not tolerated at GCSU, any student found guilty of willful plagiarism will automatically fail the course. Students will submit all formal papers to TurnItIn.
Etiquette: Please silence all electronic devices.  Text messaging and use of the Internet during class is extremely unprofessional and will not be tolerated. All laptops are to remain closed during discussion unless otherwise authorized.  Failure to comply with this policy will result in an absence for the day.      

Social Justice Statement:  No student shall be discriminated against on the basis of age, race, gender, gender identity, handicapped status, marital status, national origin, political persuasion, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status. If you feel discriminated against, it is your right to address these concerns with the instructor or the department chair. 
Assistance For Student Needs Related to Disability: If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility.  Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements.  For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233. (source Dean of CoAS, 12/2/2009)
Fire Drill: In the event of a fire alarm, exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the building. Do not use the elevators. Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke. Assemble near the fountain for a head count. 

Writing Center:  The GCSU Writing Center is located in Lanier 209 and open Monday through Friday.  While no extra credit will be offered, students are encouraged to visit regularly.  For more information, call (478)-445-3370 or visit online at: http://www.gcsu.edu/acad_affairs/coll_artsci/eng/writing/  

Schedule:  (subject to change)

1/11:  
Introductions and Syllabus

1/13:  
EL:  Chapters 1 & 2, pp 3-54

HW:  Choose one of the works in the chapters (poem, essay, short fiction) and write a 1 page response essay, using the Making Connections questions and checklists on pp 5 and 22 as guidance.

1/18: 
Read for discussion:

“On Seeing the 100% Perfect Girl One Beautiful April Morning” by Murakami pp 470-473

“A&P” by Updike pp 496-501

HW:  Write a 1 to 2 page response essay of one piece, using the checklists on pp 5 and 22 as guidance.

1/20:
Read for discussion:


“Phenomenal Woman” by Angelou pp 774-775

“Woman” by Giovanni pp 780-781


“Ella, In a Square Apron, Along Highway 80” by Grahn pp 781-782


“The Wedding Couple” by Hall p 783


“How to Watch Your Brother Die” by Lassell p 786

HW:  Write a 1 to 2 page response essay of one piece, using the checklists on pp 5 and 22 as guidance.

1/25:
Read for discussion: 

Los Vendidos by Valdez pp 1057-1065

HW:  Write a 1 to 2 page response essay of the piece, using the checklists on pp 5 and 22 as guidance.
1/27:
Rough Draft due.  Peer Review.  Bring 2 stapled copies of your Response Essay to class.
2/1:
Feedback and writing day: bring laptops.

2/3:  
Final Response Essay due.  Class canceled.

2/8: 
Read for discussion:  EL Chapter 3 pp 57-73

“Hills Like White Elephants” by Hemingway pp 732-736
“Jealous Husband Returns In Form of Parrot” by Butler pp 715-719

HW: Write a 1 to 2 page close reading of one piece, using examples from the text and the checklist on pp 68-69 as guidance.

2/10:
Read for discussion:  EL pp 73-91 
“To His Coy Mistress” by Marvell pp 772-773

“You Fit Into Me” by Atwood p 776



“We Real Cool” by Brooks p 998

“Constantly Risking Absurdity” by Ferlinghetti pp 1011-1012

HW: Write a 1 to 2 page close reading of one poem, using the examples from the text and the checklist on pp 87-88 as guidance.

2/15:
Read for Discussion:  EL pp 91-139

HW: Write a 1-2 page close reading on Antigone using checklist on pp 104-105 and examples from the text
2/17:
Rough Draft due.  Peer Review:  Bring 2 stapled copies of your Close Reading/Explication Essay to class.

2/22:
Feedback and writing day: bring laptops.

2/24:
Close Reading/Explication Essay due.

3/1:
Read for discussion:  EL pp 150-177, 794-795


HW: Answer Making Connections questions on p 795 to turn in.
3/3:
Read for discussion:  EL pp 796-808


HW: Answer Making Connections questions on p 808 to turn in.

3/7:  
Last day to drop a class without academic penalty

3/8:
Read for discussion:  EL pp 820-846


HW: Answer Making Connections question on p 846 to turn in.

3/10:  
Rough Draft due.  Peer review day.  Bring 2 stapled copies of Theme essay to class.


3/15:
Feedback and writing day: bring laptops.

3/17:
Theme Essay due.  

3/21 – 3/25:  Spring Break

3/29:
EL Chapter 5, pp 178-204

Watchmen, Books 1-4
3/31:
Library Day
4/5:
Oral Presentations
4/7:
Watchmen, Books 5-8
4/12:
Oral Presentations
4/14:
Watchmen, Books 9-12
4/18:
Oral Presentations

4/21:  
Research Paper Rough Draft Due.  Peer Review Day.  Bring 2 stapled copies to class.
4/26:
Feedback and writing day: bring laptops.
4/28:
Feedback and writing day: bring laptops.
Research Paper due May 3rd by 5 pm
