English 1102: English Composition II

Section: 32 CRN: 20255
Course information: M W, 2:00-3:15; A&S 351B

English 1102: English Composition II

Section: 33 CRN: 20256

Course information: M W, 3:30-4:45; A&S 351B
Instructor: JT Torres (jonathan.torres@gcsu.edu)

Office: A&S 153  Hours: TBA  Phone: 478-445-2013
Required texts/materials: 

Madden, Frank, ed.  Exploring Literature: Writing and Arguing About Fiction, Poetry, 

Drama, and the Essay.  5th Ed.  New York: Longman, 2012.  Print.

ISBN: 978-0-205-18479-8

Díaz, Junot.  The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao.  New York: Riverhead, 2007.  
Print.  ISBN: 978-1-59448-978-7
Journal (composition, spiral)

MLA Handbook (EasyWriter, Writing and Revising, etc.)

Course objectives: The goal of this course is to expand upon the writing process learned in 1101.  Keep in mind the “process” transcends the basic composition of an essay; it begins with the experience of reading literature, continues to the analysis of those experienced emotions.  By reading about the human beings populating poetry, fiction, and drama, you will experience the human condition.  By writing about what you’ve read, you will understand your own existence within that condition.
Grade Distribution:

	Response Essay
	100

	Culture and Theme Essay
	100

	Research Essay
	250

	Journal
	100

	Participation
	100

	Portfolio
	350

	
	

	Total
	1000


Response Essay (3-4 pages): Develop a response from your journal.  Ask yourself why you felt a particular emotion while reading a work from the anthology.  What from your history/culture may have triggered the emotion?  How does your experience compare to that of the speaker/characters from the work?

Culture and Theme Essay (3-4 pages): Consider a particular theme apparent in our culture and reflect upon a work from the anthology that examines that theme.  Consider how the theme is similar/different when set in the context of the work than when it is set in a cultural context.  In order to truly understand the theme, you have to bridge our culture with that of the work.

Research Essay (6-7 pages): Research scholarly criticism (secondary sources) that interprets an issue from the novel Oscar Wao.  Write about how your interpretation of a single issue is different from the critic’s, even if they are seemingly similar, using textual evidence.  Make the argument that your interpretation of the issue is more relevant, offers a clearer insight into the novel as a whole.

Journal: When assigned, you will respond to stories, poems, or plays, focusing on your emotional experience while reading the work.  You may also be given extempore prompts on cultural ideas, themes pertinent to what we read.  At random times throughout the semester, I will collect your journals and grade them.

Participation: Involvement in class discussion, peer review, quizzes and your novel presentations will comprise your participation grade.

Portfolio: This is your final exam.  At the end of the semester, you will include in your portfolio each original essay, graded by me, and a revision of each.  Your grade will be an assessment of how much you’ve progressed as a writer, indicated by your revisions.  Also included will be a one page summary of what you’ve learned about yourself reading and writing about literature and how revision has improved your writing.

Standard Format:  Essays will follow MLA format and be typed in Times New Roman, 12-point font, and double-spaced, using default settings on Word.  Include your name, class, course instructor, and date (in that order) in the top left corner.  Center the title of your essay just above the first paragraph.  Include your last name and page number in the header.  I will mark 5 points off the paper if it does not reach the minimum page limit or if you “cheat” margins.  Only under extenuating circumstances will I allow you to turn in handwritten essays.
Attendance: You are allowed a total of five absences for any reason.  After that, each absence will lower your final participation grade by a full letter.  You will not be able to make up any work missed because of an absence.  Caveat: I am forced to fail you for the course entirely if you miss more than ten classes.

Late work: I do not accept late work whatsoever.  You have until the end of class on an assignment’s due date to submit work.
Plagiarism: The Academic Handbook says that plagiarism is “presenting as one's own work the words or ideas of an author or fellow student. Students should document quotes through quotation marks and footnotes or other accepted citation methods. Ignorance of these rules concerning plagiarism is not an excuse. When in doubt, students should seek clarification from the professor who made the assignment.” It’s incredibly easy to avoid plagiarism: if you had to look something up, cite it.  Willful plagiarism can lead to failing not just the assignment but also the entire class.

Etiquette: No cell phone use.  No laptop use.  No gadgets that make noise or connect you to the virtual world.  I’m pretty sure you can last an hour a day without them.  Use them in someone else’s class.

The Writing Center (209 Lanier): I can't recommend the Writing Center highly enough. No reservation is necessary, and their well-trained consultants will help you at any stage of the writing process, from brainstorming to revision and all parts in-between. I don't offer extra credit for visiting the WC because the advice they give you is practically guaranteed to boost your grade. Go there for help!
Religious Observance Policy: Students are permitted to miss class in observance of religious holidays and other activities observed by a religious group of which the student is a member without academic penalty. Exercising of one's rights under this policy is subject to the GC Honor Code. Students who miss class in observance of a religious holiday or event are required to make up the coursework missed as a result from the absence. The nature of the make-up assignments and the deadline for completion of such assignments are at the sole discretion of the instructor. Failure to follow the prescribed procedures voids all student rights under this policy. The full policy and prescribed procedures are found at: http://info.gcsu.edu/intranet/acad_affairs/ReligousObservancePolicy.doc
Assistance for Student Needs Related to Disability: If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility. Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements. For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.

Student Opinion Surveys: Given the technological sophistication of Georgia College students, the student opinion survey is being delivered through an online process. Your constructive feedback plays an indispensable role in shaping quality education at Georgia College. All responses are completely confidential and your name is not stored with your responses in any way. In addition, instructors will not see any results of the opinion survey until after final grades are submitted to the University. An invitation to complete the online opinion survey is distributed to students near the end of the semester. Your participation in this very important process is greatly appreciated.

Academic Honesty: The integrity of students and their written and oral work is a critical component of the academic process. All written work submitted in this course will be individual work unless otherwise instructed. The submission of another's work as one's own is plagiarism and will be dealt with using the procedures outlined on pp. 64-67 in the Undergraduate Catalog. Remember that allowing another student to copy one’s own work is considered cheating. Also see the student Honor Code at the website below: http://www.gcsu.edu/studentlife/handbook/code.htm.

Plagiarism: According to the Honor Code and the Academic Affairs Handbook, GCSU does not tolerate plagiarism. You will fail the course if caught willfully and substantially plagiarizing assignments.  This course uses plagiarism prevention technology. Students have the option of submitting papers online through a plagiarism prevention service or allowing the instructor to submit hard copies of these papers. The papers may be retained by the service for the sole purpose of checking for plagiarized content in future student submissions. 

Fire Drills
Fire drills will be conducted annually. In the event of a fire alarm, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the building. Do not use elevators. If you encounter heavy smoke, crawl on the floor so as to gain fresh air. Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life. Assemble for a head count on the front lawn of main campus or other designated assembly area. For more information on other emergencies, please visit http://www.gcsu.edu/emergency/actionplanmain.htm.

Tentative Schedule: Subject to Change

	Dates
	Class Activities
	For Next Class

	1/9
Mon
	Syllabus; introductions; emotion before analysis but not in place of analysis
	Read Ch. 1; Journal response to one of the poems from the chapter

	1/11
Wed
	Discuss responses, Chapter 1
	

	1/16
Mon
	Martin Luther King, Jr. HOLIDAY
	Read Ch. 2; Journal response to one of the works from the chapter

	1/18
Wed
	Discuss responses, Chapter 2
	Read Ch. 3 (57-73); Journal response to “Story of an Hour”

	1/23
Mon
	Reading fiction; Response Essay prompt
	Read Ch. 3 (73-91); Journal response to one of the poems from the chapter

	1/25
Wed
	Reading poetry; discuss responses
	Read Ch. 3 (91-100, 110-144); Journal response to “Antigonê”

	1/30
Mon
	Reading drama; discuss responses
	Read Ch. 3 (145-155); Journal response to “Mother Tongue”

	2/1 

Wed
	Reading essays; discuss responses
	Bring 3 copies of Response Essay for peer review

	2/6 

Mon
	Peer Review
	Response Essay due for a grade; Read “The Handsomest Drowned Man in the World” (923)

	2/8
Wed
	Culture and Literature; Culture and Theme Essay prompt
	Read Chapter 4; Journal response to “The Unknown Citizen” (940), “Evolution” (947), or “At the Ball Game” (962)

	2/13 

Mon
	Discuss responses; in-class writing: your world versus the “real” world
	Read Case Study in Cultural Context (1057-1100)

	2/15
Wed
	Discuss Case Study
	Read “The Allegory of the Cave” (1235) and “The Things They Carried” (1131)

	2/20
Mon
	The lonely philosopher, analyzing individual experience; in-class writing: when did you emerge from “the cave” and how was your emergence both enlightening and painful
	Journal response to “Myth of Sisyphus” (1232) “The Man He Killed” (1174) or “Everyday Use” (933)

	2/22
Wed
	Discuss responses; Belief and truth
	Journal response to “The Learning Curve” (486), “Pain for a Daughter” (474), or “Snow” (412)

	2/27
Mon
	Discuss responses; in-class writing: the Fall
	

	2/29
Wed
	NO CLASS: AWP CONFERENCE


	Read “Oleanna” (1184)

	3/5
Mon
	Discuss play; in-class debate: defend/prosecute John/Carol
	Read “Los Vendidos” (1031)

	3/7
Wed
	Discuss play; group assignment: “selling” current stereotypes
	Journal response to “The Gift” (284), “Siren Song” (278), or “Marriage is a Private Affair” (249)

	3/12
Mon
	Discuss responses; culture as a burden
	Bring 3 copies of Culture and Theme Essay for peer review

	3/14
Wed
	Peer Review
	Culture and Theme Essay due for a grade; Read “If Shakespeare Had a Sister” (798)

	3/19
Mon
	Interpretation, criticism, debate; Research Essay prompt (choice of form from Ch. 4 and of approach from Appendix A)
	Read Chapter 5; Journal response to “Eveline,” “Sex Without Love” (740), or “The Day it Happened” (716)

	3/21
Wed
	Discuss responses; Chapter 5
	Read Case Study in Contextual Criticism (1247-1272); Work on revisions

	3/26
Mon
	SPRING BREAK
	

	3/28
Wed
	SPRING BREAK
	

	4/2
Mon
	Discuss Case Study
	Read Oscar Wao

	4/4
Wed
	Novel Presentation, group 1
	Read Oscar Wao

	4/9
Mon
	Novel Presentation, group 2
	Read Oscar Wao

	4/11
Wed
	Novel Presentation, group 3
	Read Oscar Wao

	4/16 

Mon
	Novel Presentation, group 4
	Finish Oscar Wao

	4/18
Wed
	In class writing: What is true?  Who does history belong to?
	Bring 3 copies of Research Essay for peer review

	4/23
Mon
	Peer Review; discuss portfolio
	Research Essay due for a grade; Bring 3 copies of any essay for revision peer review

	4/25
Wed
	Revision peer review
	Bring 3 copies of any essay for revision peer review

	​4/30
Mon
	Revision peer review
	Portfolio due for a grade

	5/2
Wed
	Scheduled Exam Time
	Continue to think for the remainder of your life


