English 1102 (Literature/Composition)

Section 26 (CRN 20249)

Instructor:  Valerie Wayson

Class Time:  Mon/Wed/Fri 10:00 – 10:50  Room: Arts & Sciences 351B
Office hours:  Mon/Wed 11:00 – 12:00 pm and by appointment

Office:  Arts & Sciences 153 

Email: vwayson@gmail.com
Phone:  478-445-2013
Required Texts: 

Portable Literature: Reading, Reacting, Writing, 7th Edition edited by Kirszner and Mandell
Always bring required materials to class, which are the class textbooks and pen and loose-leaf paper with which to write informal exercises and quizzes.  Failure to bring materials will result in being counted absent for the day.

Course Description & Goals:  Expanding upon the writing strategies established in 1101, this course is designed to introduce students to academic composition, specifically focusing on the analysis of popular literature.  Each class, using group explorations and individual studies, students will discuss and dissect various forms of literature, gaining a firmer understanding that will lead to the composition of several essays.  In all, this course’s chief concern is the production of student writing that is reasoned and insightful.  Successful students will attend class regularly, demonstrating a strong work ethic and a healthy curiosity toward literature.   
Grading system/scale:
Participation – 

10%              
A = 90-100%

Group Presentation – 
10%

B =  80-89%
Close Reading Essay (4-5 pages) – 
20%



C =  70-79%

Poetry Explication (4-5 pages) – 
20%



D =  60-69%
Persuasive Research Paper (6-8 pages) – 
20%
Informal Writing/Pop Quizzes – 
20%


All papers are to be in a 12 point Times New Roman font and have one inch borders.  For each half page the paper is short, it will receive a 5 point reduction.  All grades are non-negotiable.

MLA Style:  Assignments should adhere to the Modern Language Association (MLA) style.  
Attendance:  Daily attendance is mandatory.  However, each student is allowed a total of three absences for any reason.  There will be a one letter final grade deduction for every absence beyond three days. Therefore, missing four class periods will result in a one letter final grade deduction and missing seven classes will result in automatic failure of the course.  Use your absences wisely and please email me to know what you missed or should be working on.  I do not differentiate between excused and unexcused absences.

*  A note about religious observances: Students are permitted to miss class in observance of religious holidays and other activities observed by a religious group of which the student is a member without academic penalty. Exercising of one's rights under this policy is subject to the GC Honor Code. Students who miss class in observance of a religious holiday or event are required to make up the coursework missed as a result from the absence. The nature of the make-up assignments and the deadline for completion of such assignments are at the sole discretion of the instructor. 
Tardiness:  Tardiness is not accepted.  If a student is more than ten minutes late, they will be counted absent for the day.  Every three times a student is late (less than ten minutes) will count as one absence.  

Revision:  The first two papers will be eligible for revision (the research paper is not eligible because of the proximity of its due date and the end of class).  You will be given a week from the day you receive your graded paper back to turn in the new draft, and the new grade will replace your previous grade.  Keep in mind that key problem points need to be addressed in order to improve your grade, and that a revision does not necessarily guarantee a better grade.  Late papers are not eligible for revision.
Late Work: Work is due at the beginning of class on the day it is due unless otherwise specified.  If work is given to me after the start of class it is already a day late.  (This is to encourage you not to skip or come late to class to finish an assignment; if you do, you will be counted absent as well as the assignment being counted late.)  If you have to miss class, be sure to email me your assignments before the start of class.  For each day that an assignment is late (not business or class day, but each day) it will be docked a letter grade.  So, in two days an A can become a C.  
Academic Honesty:  The integrity of students and their written and oral work is a critical component of the academic process. The Honor Code defines plagiarism as "presenting as one's own work the words or ideas of an author or fellow student. Students should document quotes through quotation marks and footnotes or other accepted citation methods. Ignorance of these rules concerning plagiarism is not an excuse. When in doubt, students should seek clarification from the professor who made the assignment." The submission of another's work as one's own is plagiarism and will be dealt with using the procedures outlined in the Undergraduate Catalog. Allowing another student to copy one’s own work is considered cheating. As plagiarism is not tolerated at GCSU, any student found guilty of willful plagiarism or dishonesty will fail the assignment and the course. This course uses plagiarism prevention technology, T

 HYPERLINK "http://www.turnitin.com/" urnItIn.com. The papers may be retained by the service for the sole purpose of checking for plagiarized content in future student submissions.  Students will submit all formal papers to TurnItIn.

Etiquette: Please silence all electronic devices.  Text messaging and use of the Internet during class is extremely unprofessional and will not be tolerated. All laptops are to remain closed unless otherwise authorized.  Failure to comply with this policy will result in being counted absent for the day.      

Social Justice Statement:  No student shall be discriminated against on the basis of age, race, gender, gender identity, handicapped status, marital status, national origin, political persuasion, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status. If you feel discriminated against, it is your right to address these concerns with the instructor or the department chair.  You are now college students, and I expect everyone to treat everyone else with proper respect.

Assistance For Student Needs Related to Disability: If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility.  Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements.  For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233. (source Dean of CoAS, 12/2/2009)
Fire Drills:  Fire drills will be conducted annually. In the event of a fire alarm, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the building. Do not use elevators. If you encounter heavy smoke, crawl on the floor so as to gain fresh air. Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life. Assemble for a head count on the front lawn of main campus or other designated assembly area. 
Student Opinion Surveys:  Given the technological sophistication of Georgia College students, the student opinion survey is being delivered through an online process. Your constructive feedback plays an indispensable role in shaping quality education at Georgia College. All responses are completely confidential and your name is not stored with your responses in any way. In addition, instructors will not see any results of the opinion survey until after final grades are submitted to the University. An invitation to complete the online opinion survey is distributed to students near the end of the semester. Your participation in this very important process is greatly appreciated.
Writing Center:  The GCSU Writing Center is located in Lanier 209 and open Monday through Friday.  While no extra credit will be offered, students are encouraged to visit regularly.  For more information, call (478)-445-3370 or visit online at: http://www.gcsu.edu/acad_affairs/coll_artsci/eng/writing/  
Email:  I will email you updates to the class periodically.  Please be sure to check your email often, and if you have an address you prefer to use, please let me know.  Please try to use vwayson@gmail.com or valerie.wayson@gcsu.edu.  
Schedule:  (subject to change)

1/9:  
Go over syllabus

1/11:
“Understanding Fiction” pp 70-82
1/13:
“Fiction Sampler: The Short-Short” pp 83-98
1/16:
MLK Day: No class
1/18:
“Plot” pp 99-125

1/20:
“Character” pp 126-155
1/23:
“Setting” pp 156-168, 180-187
1/25:
“Point of View” pp 188-207, 226-240
1/27:
“POV” continued
1/30:
“Style, Tone, and Language” pp 241-246, 264-291
2/1:
“Style” continued
2/3:
“Symbol, Allegory, and Myth” pp 292-318
2/6:
“Theme” pp 343-359, 368-378
2/8:
“Reading and Writing about Literature” pp 2-35
2/10:
“Writing Literary Arguments” pp 36-51
2/13:
Close Reading Essay due
2/15:
“Understanding Poetry” pp 468-479
2/17:
“Voice” pp 480-508 (disregard the Poetry and Art supplement)
2/20:
“Word Choice, Word Order” pp 509-532

2/22:
“Imagery” pp 533-542
2/24:
“Figures of Speech” pp 543-571
2/27:
“Sound” pp 533-542
2/29: 
TBA
3/2:
TBA
3/5:
“Form” pp593-619
3/7:
“Form” continued
3/9:
Poetry Explication Due
3/12:
“Understanding Drama” pp 736-758
3/14:
“Drama Sampler: Ten-Minute Plays” pp 759-774

3/16: 
“Plot” pp 775-798
3/19:
“Character” pp 854-866, 872-905
3/21: 
Death of a Salesman continued pp 905-945
3/23:
Death of a Salesman continued
3/26 - 3/30:  Spring Break

4/2:
“Staging” pp 1059-1072
4/4:
“Theme” pp 1117-1154
4/6:
Fences continued pp 1154-1176
4/9:
Fences continued
4/11:
Conferences

4/13:
Conferences
4/16:
Library  
4/18:
Library
4/20:
Library
4/23:
“Documenting Sources and Avoiding Plagiarism” pp 52-68
4/25:
Group Presentations


4/27:
Group Presentations
4/30:
Group Presentations
Final Research Paper due May 4th at 5pm on TurnItIn.com

