English 1102
English Composition II
MW 2:00-3:15, Arts & Sciences 351B

Georgia College and State University

Instructor: Emily Lake Hansen

Office: Arts & Sciences 153

Office Hours: M noon to 2 and by appointment

Email: emily.hansen@gcsu.edu
Course Description: 
In English 1101, you focused on analyzing yourself and the world at large through writing. In English 1102, you will apply that new skill set to literature. You will expand on your work as a critical thinker and writer by exploring how literarure works: how authors incritately craft their stories, plays, and poems to create nuanced portraits of life. You will learn the terminology needed to discuss literature and practice some common types of writing about it, including a close reading, an explication, and a longer research paper. This class is essentially divided into four sections: short stories, poetry, the novel, and drama. 
Required Texts
Abcarian, Richard, Marvin Klotz, and Samuel Cohen, eds. Literature: The Human Experience. Bedford/St. 
Martin's, 2013.
Vida, Vendela. Let the Northern Lights Erase Your Name. Harper Collins, 2007.

Other required reading may be given out during class or posted to Georgia View. I also recommend that you have an MLA resource (like EasyWriter from 1101). 

Grades
Quizzes





15%
Discussion Lead




10%
Theme Exploration (3-4 pgs)



20%

Explication (5-6 pgs)




20%

Research Paper (7-9 pgs)



25%

Final Project (Creative)




10%



An “A” is a overall grade of between 90 and 100, a “B” is between 80 and 89, a “C”  is between 70 and 79, a “D” is between 60 and 69, and anything below a 60 is an F.
All essays should be typed, double-spaced in 12-point Times New Roman font and stapled if more than one page. No e-mailed work will be accepted without prior approval. All work should be formatted in MLA style.

Reading Quizzes:
At least once a week, at the beginning of class, you will have a short quiz covering that day's reading. While the questions will occasionally ask about plot points or details, they will largely be open ended questions about your ideas and impressions of the piece. Occasionally, I may even ask you to generate your own question about the reading. 
Quizzes will be conducted at the start of class and can not be made up if you are absent or late. Do not worry too much about this; we will have plenty of quizzes and as long as you are not habitually late or excessively absent, this will not be a problem.
Discussion Group:
Over the course of the semester, each of you, in groups of 3 to 4 students, will lead the class in the discussion. It is up to you and your group how you will go about this. Creativity is encouraged and each group should engage the entire class in discussion, rather than lecturing. Your group will be in charge of roughly 30 to 40 minutes of class time.

Final Creative Project:
Towards the end of the semester, you will design a creative proect that responds to or interacts with one of the plays from the course. You can create a soundtrack for a play, write an additional scene, or stage the play and act it out. We will discuss the details of designing and having these projects approved later in the semester. These projects will be due in lieu of a final exam during exam week. 
Revision:
You may revise the first two essays for this course. Revisions should be turned in no later than one week after you receive your grade and must consist of careful changes to the content, organization, and language of the essay. If careful changes are not made, you will not receive a higher grade for the revision. You must turn in the original graded copy along with the revision and should highlight all the changes you've made on the revised copy.
Although two papers may be carefully revised in the hopes of a higher grade, grades are not negotiable. 
Writing Center:
The Writing Center, located on the second floor of Lanier Hall, is a great place to get one-on-one guidance at any stage of your writing process. While the tutors are not there to help you with MLA style or grammar errors, they are great resources for brainstorming, revision, and reorganization. I highly suggest utilizing their (totally free!) help.
Late Work:
All assignments should be turned in at the beginning of class. No e-mailed assignments will be accepted without prior approval. Late work will be counted off half a letter grade (that's 5%) per class period that it is late. Anything later than three weeks will NOT be accepted. Because the final project is due during the exam period, it will NOT be accepted late.
Plagiarism:
The integrity of students and their written and oral work is a critical component of the academic process. All written work submitted in this course will be individual work unless otherwise instructed. The submission of another's work as one's own is plagiarism. Plagiarism will result in automatic failure of the assignment and will be dealt with using the procedures outlined on pp. 64-67 in the Undergraduate Catalog. Remember that allowing another student to copy one’s own work is considered cheating. Also see the student Honor Code at the website below: http://www.gcsu.edu/studentlife/handbook/code.htm. I reserve the right to check your work via Turn It In, a plagiarism detecting software program, at any point.
We will be using Turn It In for the three major papers and will go over how that works closer to the due date of your first paper.
Please note that I consider double dipping – using a paper for more than one course – to be a type of academic dishonesty. This type of plagiarism can also result in failure of the assignment. 

Attendance:
You may miss class three times without penalty. After your third absence, you will lose a half a letter grade (5%) per class that you miss. In order for us to work as a community of writers, you need to attend class regularly. If you miss more than six classes, you will fail the course. 
A note about religious observances:
Students are permitted to miss class in observance of religious holidays and other activities observed by a religious group of which the student is a member without academic penalty. Exercising of one's rights under this policy is subject to the GC Honor Code. Students who miss class in observance of a religious holiday or event are required to make up the coursework missed as a result from the absence. The nature of the make-up assignments and the deadline for completion of such assignments are at the sole discretion of the instructor. Failure to follow the prescribed procedures voids all student rights under this policy. The full policy and prescribed procedures are found at: http://info.gcsu.edu/intranet/acad_affairs/ReligousObservancePolicy.doc
Etiquette:
Please silence cell phones and keep your paws off them during class. Also, please wait until I am completely done speaking at the end of the class before beginning to pack up your things. No one can hear my last instructions if you are all zippering collectively. 
Community:
In order to function as a community of writers and learners, you will need to be respectful not only to me, but also to your fellow classmates. This means you need to treat all questions and comments seriously and actively engage in discussion, small group work, and peer review. This also means you need to be PREPARED FOR EACH CLASS so that everyone can participate actively and equally in class activities. And though this goes without saying, there is no tolerance for putting down, rather than respectfully disagreeing, with a fellow classmate's ideas.
Assistance for Student Needs Related to Disability:
If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility. Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements. For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.
Student Opinion Surveys:
Given the technological sophistication of Georgia College students, the student opinion survey is being delivered through an online process. Your constructive feedback plays an indispensable role in shaping quality education at Georgia College. All responses are completely confidential and your name is not stored with your responses in any way. In addition, instructors will not see any results of the opinion survey until after final grades are submitted to the University. An invitation to complete the online opinion survey is distributed to students near the end of the semester. Your participation in this very important process is greatly appreciated.
In Case of Fire:
Fire drills will be conducted annually. In the event of a fire alarm, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the building. Do not use elevators. If you encounter heavy smoke, crawl on the floor so as to gain fresh air. Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life. Assemble for a head count on the front lawn of main campus or other designated assembly area. For more information on other emergencies, please visit http://www.gcsu.edu/emergency/actionplanmain.htm.
Tentative Schedule

*The readings should be read BY the class period they are listed for. This means you should come to class January 9 having already read Sherman Alexie's “War Dances.” Readings are subject to change.*
January
M 7: Introductions, Syllabus

W 9: “Reading Fiction” (6-10), Sherman Alexie “War Dances” (602)
M 14: Amy Tan, “Two Kinds” (386), Aimee Bender, “Tiger Mending” (395)

W 16: Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” (551), Jamaica Kincaid, “Girl” (103)
M 21: MLK Day – NO CLASS

W 23: Tim O'Brien, “The Things They Carried” (1159), Tobias Wolf “Bullet in the Brian” (1189)

M 28: Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown” (79), Flannery O'Connor, “A Good Man is Hard to 
Find” (138)

W 30: FIRST DRAFT THEME EXPLORATION ESSAY DUE

          Peer Review


February
M 4: Harlan Ellison “ 'Repent, Harlequin!' Said the Ticktockman” (401), Jonathon Lethem, “Super Goat 
Man” (411) 
W 6: FINAL THEME EXPLORATION ESSAY DUE

         Learning to talk about poetry, “Reading Poetry” (11-17), Walt Whitman “Song of Myself” (705)
M 11: Philip Larkin, “This Be The Verse” (195), Alan Feldman, “My Century” (198), Sandra Cisneros, “My 
Wicked Wicked Ways” (202)
W 13: Anne Sexton, “Cinderella” (208), Marilyn Hacker “Conte” (212)
M 18: Anna Akhmatova, From “Requiem” (439), Philip Levine “What Work Is” (447)

W 20: Shirley Geok-Lin Lim, “Learning to Love America” (459, Juan Felipe Herrera “187 Reasons 
Mexicanos Can't Cross the Border (Remix)” (688)
M 25: FIRST DRAFT EXPLICATION DUE

         Natasha Tretheway, “Flounder” (453), Peer Review

W 27: Conferences – NO CLASS
March
M 4: FINAL EXPLICATION DUE


Introduction to the novel
W 6: Instructor at conference – NO CLASS
M 11: Vida, Let the Northern Lights Erase Your Name
W 13: Vida, Let the Northern Lights Erase Your Name
M 18: Vida, Let the Northern Lights Erase Your Name
W 20: Vida, Let the Northern Lights Erase Your Name
M 25: SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS

W 27: SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS
April
M 1: Suzanne-Lori Parks, Father Comes Home From The Wars (285)
W 3: Woody Allen, Death Knocks (1280)

M 8: Research Day
W 10: A Raisin in the Sun
M 15: A Raisin in the Sun
W 17: A Raisin in the Sun

M 22: RESEARCH PAPERS DUE

A Raisin in the Sun
W 24: Reading TBD

M 29: Reflections

FINAL PROJECTS DUE BY 5 PM WEDNESDAY, MAY 1 TO A&S 153
