
English Composition 2: Spring 2013
Class: ENGL 1102-12 (CRN 20681) Tues/Thurs 3:30-4:45, A&S 150
Instructor: Jude Marr

Office: A&S 153 
Office Hours: M/W 10:00-12:00 at Blackbird, or by appointment. 
Mailbox: MFA Office A&S 329

Email: jude.marr@gcsu.edu  

Phone (emergencies): Melinda Martin (478) 445-4581
Required Reading: 
Abcaraian, Richard, Marvin Klotz and Samuel Cohen. Literature: The Human Experience.  11th ed. Boston, New York: Bedford St. Martin’s, 2013. 
Winterson, Jeanette. Sexing the Cherry. New York: Grove Press, 1989.
Hacker, Diana and Nancy Sommers. A Pocket Style Manual. 6th ed. Boston, New York: Bedford St Martin’s, 2012.

There may also be handouts, and other additional material will be available online.
Course Description and Goals: 
This 1102 class is designed to put more flesh on the bones of academic writing as an acquirable skill while at the same time considering the importance of imaginative writing, both for the individual reader, and for society. We will read, write, share, analyze and undertake research. By the end of the semester, each student should have an appreciation of how and why literature matters. In addition, each student should be better able to formulate their ideas verbally and on the page. The more you put into the class, the more you will get out.
Read, think, write, discuss, make notes, reread, rethink, rewrite, make more notes. This is an iterative process. The notes you make for each class will form a basis for the papers you write. Use your analytical skills, of course, but also your imagination. Everything is preparation.

Informal Writing:

Reading assignments will be supplemented by written analyses, to be undertaken in class. Read and make notes on every poem or story assigned so that when you come to class you are ready to write a comment—details to be specified in class. Each piece of informal writing will be collected at the end of class, and returned later with comments. A grade will be assigned to a specific piece of writing three times during the semester to give you an idea of how you’re doing. The final grade for informal writing will be based on these three grades.
Note: If you miss any class which includes an informal writing exercise for reasons other than reported illness or other emergency, it will be your responsibility to make up the work. Failure to do so will result in the loss of 1/3 of a letter grade for the informal writing portion of the course.

Other Assignments:

Paper 1. Close Reading. A 4-5 page drafted, peer-reviewed and revised paper in which the analytical skills practiced in the informal writing component are applied to a complete poem. The poem will be selected from Abcarian, and will not be one of the poems we are studying in class.
Paper 2. Research. A 6-8 page drafted, peer-reviewed and revised paper will research and interpret an issue in a piece of short fiction. The piece of short fiction will be selected from Abcarian, and will not be one of the stories we are studying in class.
Paper 3. Significance. A 5-6 page drafted, peer-reviewed and revised paper will argue for the aesthetic, cultural and/or philosophical significance of a work of literature. 
Note: For papers 1, 2 and 3 you will submit both your peer-reviewed rough draft and your final draft via Turnitin, on or before their respective due dates. 

Grading: Informal Writing = 20%


     Poetry Close Reading = 20%


     Research Paper = 35%


     Significance Paper =  25%
Note: All grades are non-negotiable.
Revision: However, you may resubmit up to two already-graded papers—in this case, Paper 1 and/or Paper 2—for a possible better grade. The final grade assigned will be the higher of the two grades. The revised version of any paper resubmitted must demonstrate a significant effort of reorganization and/or rethinking of the original assignment, not just a quick edit. In addition, to achieve a better grade, the revised paper must be better than the original—i.e. effort, although commendable, is not in itself enough. 
Note. The best use of your time will be to put maximum effort into producing a high-quality rough draft for peer-review, which you then revise into your best possible effort for submission. Please do not rely on the possibility of resubmitting to improve a grade. 

Class Ethos: We are all adults. I intend to turn up on time, and prepared, for every class. I expect the same commitment from every member of the class. If you are ever unable, or unwilling, to come to class or to participate (for any reason), talk to me. Meantime, in the interests of full disclosure, and in case my confidence is misplaced, I should point out that any student who disrespects his/her colleagues in class by being inattentive, disruptive, or otherwise inappropriate, and anyone who is persistently late for class, will be marked absent for that class. Any student who is absent on more than seven occasions, for any reason, will automatically fail the course. There will be a one letter final grade deduction for every unexcused absence beyond three. Late submission of an assignment will be penalized one letter grade for each day (not each class period) overdue, although, in exceptional circumstances, a short extension may be given if requested at least one day in advance. However, failure to submit any assignment worth more than 15% of the course grade within five days of the assignment being due will result in an automatic fail. But seriously, let’s not go there.
Writing Center: Do go there. A useful resource, whether you need another pair of eyes, a different point of view, or a sounding board. All the Center’s consultants are writers. They have all been undergrads. They will be happy to help. For location and opening hours, check out http://www.gcsu.edu/acad_affairs/coll_artsci/eng/writing or call (478)-445-3370. 
Course Schedule (subject to change) 

Unless otherwise indicated (*) all readings come from Literature: The Human Experience
(T) 1/8 Intro to course/syllabus
(Th) 1/10 Free reading/free writing
(T) 1/15 Abcarian pp. 3-11; “Orientation” (105-110); “Raj, Bohemian” (111-121)
(Th) 1/17 Abcarian pp. 11-17; “Not Waving But Drowning” (189); “This Be The Verse” (195); “Hanging Fire” (196); “Hazel Tells Laverne” (213)
(T) 1/22 Abcarian pp. 17-24; Father Comes Home from the Wars (285-298)
(Th) 1/24 “The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas” (381-5); “Super goat Man” (411-424)
(T) 1/29 Abcarian pp. 31-48; Performance Poetry. Model of Peer Reviewing.
(Th) 1/31 “Harlem” (443); “Naming of Parts” (445); “The Colonel” (452); “Dreams” (456)
(T) 2/5 Paper 1 Rough Draft due. Note: Bring a copy of your paper. Peer Review.
(Th) 2/7 The Zoo Story (*)
(T) 2/12 Paper 1 Final Draft due. Telling Stories. David Rakoff, David Sedaris, Etgar Keret. No reading for today.
(Th) 2/14 Abacarian pp. 24-30; “Why We Are Infidels” (517-20); “’Imagine There’s No Heaven’” (520-24)
(T) 2/19 “Revising America” poems (457-460) 
(Th) 2/21 Doing Research and Writing a Research Paper. 
(T) 2/26 Sexing the Cherry (*) NB Student conferences this week
(Th) 2/28 Sexing the Cherry (*)
(T) 3/5
Sexing the Cherry (*)
(Th) 3/7 No Class (Instructor at conference)
(T) 3/12  Trying to Find Chinatown (797-803)
(Th) 3/14 “Happy and Unhappy Families” (916); Valediction (924); “Econo Motel, Ocean City” (931)
(T) 3/19 “Birdsong” (874-885); “Good People” (890-95)
(Th) 3/21 Trifles (1050-62); Poof! (1063-70)
(T) 3/26 SPRING BREAK
(Th) 3/28  SPRING BREAK
(T) 4/2 “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” (1240); “Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night” (1242); “Mid-Term Break” (1248); “You Can’t Have It All” (1270)
(Th) 4/4 Paper 2 Rough Draft due. Note: Bring a copy of your paper. Peer Review.
(T) 4/9 Library Day. No class.
(Th) 4/11 Paper 2 Final Draft due. “Admiral” (1194-1210); “Girl and Giraffe” (1210-16)
(T) 4/16 Othello (947-1038)
(Th) 4/18 Othello (947-1038)

 (T) 4/23 Paper 3 Rough Draft due. Note: Bring a copy of your paper. Peer Review.
(Th) 4/25 Last day. We made it! Taking stock.
Paper 3 Final Draft Due in Box Outside A&S 153                                                                       

ADDENDA

Academic Honesty
The integrity of students and their written and oral work is a critical component of the academic process. The Honor Code defines plagiarism as “presenting as one’s own work the words or ideas of an author or fellow student. Students should document quotes through quotation marks and footnotes or other accepted citation methods. Ignorance of these rules concerning plagiarism is not an excuse. When in doubt, students should seek clarification from the professor who made the assignment.” The submission of another's work as one's own is plagiarism and will be dealt with using the procedures outlined in the Undergraduate Catalog. Remember that allowing another student to copy one’s own work is considered cheating. Submitting the same paper in two classes (recycling or double-dipping) is dishonest. As plagiarism is not tolerated at GCSU, any student found guilty of willful plagiarism or dishonesty will fail the assignment and the course.

Religious Observance Policy
Students are permitted to miss class in observance of religious holidays and other activities observed by a religious group of which the student is a member without academic penalty. Exercising of one's rights under this policy is subject to the GC Honor Code. Students who miss class in observance of a religious holiday or event are required to make up the coursework missed as a result from the absence. The nature of the make-up assignments and the deadline for completion of such assignments are at the sole discretion of the instructor. Failure to follow the prescribed procedures voids all student rights under this policy. 

Assistance for Student Needs Related to Disability
If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility. Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements. For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.

Student Opinion Surveys
Given the technological sophistication of Georgia College students, the student opinion survey is being delivered through an online process. Your constructive feedback plays an indispensable role in shaping quality education at Georgia College. All responses are completely confidential and your name is not stored with your responses in any way. In addition, instructors will not see any results of the opinion survey until after final grades are submitted to the University. An invitation to complete the online opinion survey is distributed to students near the end of the semester. Your participation in this very important process is greatly appreciated.

Fire Drills
Fire drills will be conducted annually. In the event of a fire alarm, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the building. Do not use elevators. If you encounter heavy smoke, crawl on the floor so as to gain fresh air. Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life. Assemble for a head count on the front lawn of main campus or other designated assembly area.
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